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“Only if we understand,
will we care,
Only if we care,
will we help,
Only if we help,
Shall all be saved”

JANE
GOODALL

Picture credit: Roy Borghouts

Elephant Calf dead due to malnutrition at Maw Ara at Udawalawe National Park, July 2019. The front cover picture is taken at Lower
Andarawewa, Kuburuyaya where the elephant has died of electrocution. The above image and our cover photograph is courtesy of
U. Sameera Weeratunga.

Sri Lanka is ranked as the country which has the highest incidents of Human-Elephant Conflict (HEC) in the World. In the last
12 years since 2010 to 2021, approximately 3,328 elephants and 1,061 humans have been killed due to HEC. According to
Dr. Prithiviraj Fernando, both people & elephants live in an area of about 28,600 km2 or 44% of our total land mass.
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Dear Member,
NOTICE OF THE 128th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE WILDLIFE AND NATURE PROTECTION
SOCIETY OF SRI LANKA
The Annual General Meeting of the WILDLIFE AND NATURE PROTECTION SOCIETY OF SRI LANKA
[Ceylon] will be held on Saturday May 28th, 2022 at 5:00pm at the Lavender Hall, Bandaranaiyake
Memorial International Conference Hall (BMICH) Baudhaloka Mawatha, Colombo-7. We will be having
a hybrid meeting meaning we will also have the AGM being conducted simultaneously via a Zoom link.
In the event, a physical meeting cannot be held due to Covid 19 regulations, we will continue with only
the Zoom AGM meeting option which will be held from the WNPS Head Office, #86 Rajamalwatta Road
Battaramulla, commencing at 5.00 pm. All Ordinary Members of good standing and Life Members are
entitled to attend and vote at the AGM. Junior and Honorary Members may attend but are NOT entitled to
vote. Admission to the meeting will be on production of a valid membership card, and or validation against
our membership database.
AGENDA
1.
Reading of the Notice Convening the Annual General Meeting.
2.
Two minutes silence in respect of members who have passed away in 2021.
3.
Apologies for absence.
4.
Adoption of the Minutes of the 127th AGM held on May 22nd, 2021
5.
Matters arising from the Minutes.
6.
Adoption of the Report of the Hon. General Secretary for 2021.
7.
Adoption of the Statement of Accounts for 2021.
8.
The President’s address.
9.
Election of members to the General Committee.
10.
Election of Office Bearers.
11.
Matters relating to Preserving Land and Nature Trust (PLANT)
			
11.1 Appointment of Nominees for PLANT
12.
Resolutions for which due notice have been given.
13.
Election of Auditors.
14.
Conferment of Honorary Membership.
15.
Any other matters for which due notice have been given.

Jehan M. CanagaRetna,
Hon. General Secretary
March 30, 2022

6

THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE
HON. GENERAL SECRETARY

Young male elephant killed in Muwanpelessa inside Udawalawe NP by gunshot
Pic by U. Sameera Weeratunga.

While 2019 and 2020 were turbulent years in Sri
Lanka, 2021 was infinitely worse. We experienced
unprecedented environmental destruction in Sri Lanka
last year that we have never seen. Deforestation and
the targeted killings of Sri Lanka’s iconic species,
the Leopard and the Elephant, were widespread. In
the last decade, approximately 60 Tuskers across Sri
Lanka have been killed and just in the last 12 years,
since 2010, more than 3,300 elephants have been
exterminated due to human actions. As the Human
Elephant Conflict (HEC) report will illustrate, the rapid
escalation of elephant deaths in the last 5 years, unless
halted, will result in the extinction of this magnificent
species, a species that plays a vital role in Sri Lanka’s
astounding bio-diversity. The last two years have seen
more than 20 leopards deaths, predominantly in the
hill country, most by snares and human intervention.
Again, the ecological impact of the deaths of this
umbrella species to our bio-diversity is shattering.

We experienced unprecedented
environmental destruction in Sri
Lanka last year that we have never
seen.

Pic by Rahula Dassenaieke.
Crested Hawk Eagle with its prey; a Slender Loris. Kumbuk Villa,
Wilpattu
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Sri Lanka faces 6 major environmental challenges:
(1) land degradation by soil erosion;
(2) waste disposal;
(3) pollution of inland waters;
(4) loss of biodiversity;
(5) deforestation; and
(6) depletion of coastal resources.
The major reason for these environmental challenges
relate to rapid population growth and the drive
to expand to previously unexplored terrain, often
the habitat of animals. However, many of these
environmental challenges relate to farmers and
inhabitants of rural areas who have not received
adequate financial compensation for their agricultural
produce. As a result of their deteriorating financial
situation, many farmers and rural inhabitants have
resorted to a number of illegal activities to supplement
their meager incomes, a phenomenon that usually
involves environmentally destructive actions. With
politicians and policymakers failing to heed the dire
financial conditions of Sri Lanka’s farmers and rural
inhabitants alongside widening income distribution
and the soaring cost of living, those in rural Sri Lanka,
particularly those at the bottom end of the economic
ladder, often resorted to these environmentally
devastating, illegal activities to support themselves and
their families. This neglect of Sri Lanka’s farmers and
rural sector has been an ongoing crisis for the past 50 to
60 years but the adverse environmental impacts have
been particularly devastating in the last 10 to 15 years.
Sri Lanka is one of the 34 biodiversity hotspots
identified in the world and has the highest biodiversity
per unit area of land amongst Asian countries
(International Policy Studies). The wet zone rainforests
are home to nearly all of the country’s woody endemic
plants, and about 75% of its endemic animals. Even
though Sri Lanka has been blessed with incredible
biodiversity, the fact that the country currently
faces the 6 environmental challenges listed above
is truly tragic. On the positive side, one notable
accomplishment is that a vast majority of Sri Lanka’s
citizens in recent years, irrespective of race, caste or
religion, are knitted together in seeking viable solutions
to the country’s environmental challenges.
The Society’s General Committee in its quest to
achieve a more self-sustaining model of conservation,
launched its long-term plan in 2019. This initiative
involved a concerted effort to work with partners
around the globe to promote wildlife protection and
environmental conservation in Sri Lanka. But ensuring
the success of this self-sustaining model, entailed
making certain that the Society’s local partners were
in a sound fiscal and administrative position to support
the rich history of conservation established by the
Society in Sri Lanka for over 100 years. Furthermore,
the Society made it a central objective to involve
more youth in the management of the organization
alongside involving more women in leadership
positions.These objectives were initially launched
during the presidency of Professor Lakdas Fernando
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when the Society’s constitution was amended to
require that a minimum of two individuals less than 30
years of age, plus a minimum of three women assume
the roles of Committee Members and to remove
the rule of having three Past Presidents to serve on
the Committee. These were important changes to
govern the future of the Society’s activities. Rukshan
Jayawardene took over as president from Professor
Fernando and helped further solidify these important
objectives. Sriyan de Silva Wijeyeratne’s 2 ½ years
at the helm started the corporate governance and
the professional effort to administer our conservation
work to a higher level. A positive turning point of
professionally managing and making a change in
conservation work commenced under his leadership.
These trends were further bolstered during the
presidency of the current president, Spencer
Manuelpillai. It is expected that the Society’s General
Committee in 2022/23 will include three members
below 30 years of age along with seven women. The
Society hopes to elect the first woman president in the
near future.
From a historic perspective, the Society is associated
with a number of key conservation initiatives in Sri
Lanka: (1) Managing the two main national parks (NP)
in the country, Yala and Wilpattu; (2) helping create the
Department of Wildlife Conservation (DWC) in 1949; (3)
leading the initiative to establish the Fauna and Flora
Ordinance (FFPO) to legally manage wildlife sanctuaries
and plant life in Sri Lanka; and (4) working to designate
the Sinharaja Forest as a protected zone in 1977 with the
former president of the Society, Thilo Hoffman, securing
the support of the then President J. R. Jayawardene to
achieve this goal. This action by the Society led by Thilo
Hoffman also saw the end of the logging that had been
going on for years at Sinharaja Forest.
In recent times, the Society has accomplished
the following major achievements in the last year,
achievements that will undoubtedly generate positive
impacts on the conservation front in the future:
• Establishing Preserving Land and Nature Trust
(PLANT) as a guarantee company under the Society to
save our forests and high bio-diversity land areas;
• Restoring Sri Lanka’s rainforest areas through
substantive ecological research under the project (ROAR)
• Commencing a national research project on the
understanding of the behavior and the distribution of one
of Sri Lanka’s iconic species, the Panthera Pardus Kotiya;
• Deploying a light system called the Light Repel
System (LRS) invented by a Brigadier-General in the Sri
Lanka Army to mitigate Human Elephant Conflict; and
• Regenerating 40 hectares of a mangrove ecosystem
at Anawilundawa, which had been destroyed by prawn
farming and setting the stage to restore this severely
depleted mangrove ecosystem.

•Establishing the Sri Lanka “Leopard Day” of August
1st in collaboration with the Department of Wildlife
Conservation.
In addition to these achievements, the Society
continues to work on multiple projects on an
ongoing basis. For instance, the Society engages on
a daily basis with the Guardians of our Wildlife, the
Department of Wildlife Conservation (DWC). In fact,
without the constant dialogue between the Society
and officials at all levels at the DWC, the important
work of ensuring the conservation of Sri Lanka’s
wildlife would not occur. While the Society often has
major policy differences with the DWC, the Society
realizes the tremendous pressures many officials at
the DWC face from a variety of politicians and other
government officials. The Society supported the DWC
by providing approximately 2,450 DWC employees
with life and permanent disability insurance coverage.
In fact, this is the second consecutive year that the
Society has funded this valuable service. This initiative
launched by the Society in November 2020 provides
insurance coverage for up to 10 incidents per year at
the rate of a maximum of Rs. 500,000/- per incident. A
sincere appreciation to the donors of this project.

Preseident Spencer Mannuelpillai handing over the life insurance
agreement to the Director General of DWC, Chandana Sooriyabandara

The Society also collaborated with the DWC to provide
80 rangers and trackers uniforms, boots and a hat.
These items were distributed to the rangers in the
DWC offices at Wilpattu NP, and the Beat Offices of
Nallathanniya, Kalttota, Maw Ara, Weharamankada,
Galkatukanda that all belong to the Udawalawe NP
and the Beat Office at Anawilundawa. Providing these
items to the DWC rangers and trackers added to their
professional appearance and in fact, has resulted
in an increase in the detention of poaching activity
in all these areas. In addition to the donation of the
uniforms, boots and hats, the Society, together with
the Friends of Wilpattu, repaired and restored a Jeep
that is used to patrol the Wilpattu National Park. The
distribution of the uniforms and the restoration of the
Jeep was possible only because of the donations
of our members and well-wishers. These donations
totaled about Rs. 1 million. The society would like to
distribute this set of clothing and boots to all rangers
and trackers around the whole country in the coming
year and seek the help of its members and corporates
to achieve this goal in the country.

Wilpattu NP rangers in their new clothing gear

The Society is committed to collaborating with the
DWC and working closely with the DWC to further
the cause of conservation in Sri Lanka. Given the
Society’s non-governmental status, there are a
number of essential tasks that the Society can carry
out speedily to promote conservation as opposed to
the DWC, which may be constrained by government
rules and regulations. The Society will also not hesitate
to highlight instances when it is of the opinion that
certain DWC actions do not serve the larger cause of
conservation in Sri Lanka.
The District Representative (DR) Sub-Committee which
is one of the constitutional sub-committees of the
Society was not very active for a number of years. I am
happy to report that this Sub-Committee sprang into
action in the last year and played a role in promoting
the Society’s conservation goals. We currently have 31
DRs around the country who have been instrumental
in completing more than 7 distinct, conservation
projects in every province of Sri Lanka. However, the
key to the success of the DR program last year was
the important collaboration with one of Sri Lanka’s
corporate giants, Hemas Manufacturing (Pvt) Ltd on
preserving our endemics in the country. As a result
of this collaboration, by the end of 2022, there will

Removal of ghost fishing nets at Senanayake Samudra
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be 25 projects completed across the country to
protect fauna and flora endemic to specific areas of
the country. The Committee firmly believes that the
DR program should be the driving force behind the
Society’s conservation initiatives around the country
and we will continue to actively pursue donor funding
to realize this goal.
The Marine sub-committee was created about 3
years ago and has reached impressive member
participation rates while meeting a number of
conservation objectives. The key project undertaken
by the Sub-Committee last year involved restoring
approximately 40 hectares of a mangrove ecosystem
at Anawilundawa. This fragile ecosystem had been
destroyed by a failed attempt at prawn farming.
Sri Lanka’s current mangrove density covers about
0.32 percent of the country’s land mass, which is
approximately about 15,000-20,000 hectares but the
benefits of maintaining thriving mangrove ecosystems
are immense. According to marine Scientists,
mangroves absorb up to four times as much CO2 as
tropical rain forests, while concurrently protecting
the land from catastrophic events like floods, storm
surges and tsunamis. Furthermore, they are a source
of livelihood for many rural communities and through
artisanal fishing practices can bring about monthly
revenues of about Rupees 50,000 to 200,000 per
month, given the abundant fish and crustaceans living
in the mangroves. In addition to fishing, mangroves
also provide firewood, herbal medicinal plants and
remain a source of high - value tourism. According to
the 2016 research study done by a team of researchers
from the Environmental Management Group led
by Lucy Emerton, it was reported that the Puttalam
lagoon had provided ecosystem services worth USD
2.8 million for the year. Given the tremendous benefits
flowing from a flourishing mangrove ecosystem,
the Society will continue to vehemently oppose
development policies that are detrimental to this
important piece of our ecosystem.

resting on the shallow ocean bed. At the initial stages,
the Society contemplated taking legal action against
the Government of Sri Lanka (GOSL) citing the GOSL’s
negligence in this environmental disaster but decided
against it as our Consul presented us a different
view point. The rationale was that legal action by the
Society against the GOSL might damage the GOSL’s
efforts to win compensation from the overseas owners
of the X-Press Pearl. Instead, the Society engaged
with other stakeholders in making representations to
the Marine Environmental Protection Agency (MEPA),
the lead government agency in Sri Lanka tasked
with the protecting the nation’s marine environment.
While the GOSL legal team pursues action and
compensation from the owners of the X-Press Pearl,
it is critical that MEPA do a comprehensive review of
its own policies to determine whether they need to
be updated to reflect emerging threats to Sri Lanka’s
marine environment, establish whether the MEPA and
the GOSL are signatories to the international treaties
that protect and compensate nations when accidents
of this nature occur and whether Sri Lanka has the
necessary equipment to battle catastrophes of this
nature occurring in the oceans around the island. The
Society’s Marine Sub-Committee, alongside other
stakeholders, will continue working with MEPA to
protect the marine environment around Sri Lanka.

The GOSL battling the X-Press Pearl fire

Anawilundawa wetlands

Sri Lanka experienced its greatest marine catastrophe
with the X-Press Pearl disaster in 2021. In June of last
year, a cargo ship carrying chemicals caught fire off the
coast of Sri Lanka (Negombo) leaving in its wake an
environmental disaster that the island will likely have to
live with for decades. For days it stood burning off the
Sri Lanka coast, plumes of thick dark smoke that could
be seen from miles away. Eventually, the X-Press Pearl
fell silent, lying sunk off the coast of Sri Lanka, its hull
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The Preserve Land and Nature Trust (PLANT) SubCommittee was established in 2020 to protect the
plants and trees already in existence in high biodiversity areas. Instead of embarking on “reforestation”
efforts, often practiced by Sri Lankan companies under
their Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) objectives,
PLANT’s objective is to protect what we already have
as these lands are being destructed. The PLANT SubCommittee has identified areas in Sri Lanka designated
as the Emerald Trails, including montane forests, i.e.,
the elevation at which one habitat changes to another.
These montane forest areas contain rich levels of
biodiversity. In this regard, the Society created history
by partnering with the Rainforest Trust, the USAbased organization that saves endangered wildlife
and protects our planet by creating rainforest reserves
through partnerships, community engagement and
donor support. The first result of this partnership was
securing funds to purchase land in the Emerald Trails

and designating it as a rainforest reserve. The Society,
through PLANT is in the final stages of purchasing a
property in Deraniyagala using donations received
from the USA-based Rainforest Trust and Prevention
of Extinction Fund (Quick Response Fund). According
to a bio-diversity study carried out on this particular
area in Deraniyagala by L. J. Mendis Wickremasinghe,
there are about 140 endemics on this property. This
purchase and designation would protect this property
and promote the conservation of endemic fauna and
flora, a major objective of PLANT and the Society.
The Science for Conservation Sub-Committee is in its
inaugural year of operation but it has made great strides
in being an effective partner in the overall mission of
the Society. Given the focus of this Sub-Committee
- scientific research to promote conservation - there
are number of challenges, one of which involves the
extended lag times before the production of scientific
results. Nevertheless, the Sub-Committee has some
noteworthy accomplishments in the last year including
analyzing the socio-economic impact of the X-Press
Pearl disaster by conducting a series of surveys in the
devastated areas, Moratuwa to Negombo.

Pic by L.J. Mendis Wickramasinghe

Another key accomplishment of the Sub-Committee
was the collaboration with the Herpetological
Foundation of Sri Lanka (HFS) and its founder L.J.
Mendis Wickremasinghe. In fact, the Sub-Committee’s
first project involved taking the lead in working with
the HFS and its founder to protect the Herpetofauna
endemic to the Knuckles Range. This project was
completed in December 2021 and covered the 6 main
areas in the Knuckles Range. One of the main tasks
involved in this joint effort included field sampling
and gathering Herpetofauna data within the Knuckles
Range, designed with the final objective of conserving
the habitat of the Range. Importantly, as a result of
this project, the Society and HFS were pleased to
announce the discovery of two new herp species and
the completion of molecular analysis of a previously
sampled population of blind snakes. The necessary
scientific manuscripts are being prepared at this time.

Signing of the agreement with HFS

The Society is also collaborating with University of
Sabaragamuwa to conduct a scientific study in our
tea plantations to use Dung beetles as a biological
indicator to be a commercially applicable economic
indicator to develop an environmental quality
validation tool. The study is to address biodiversity
conservation, land conservation, and reforestation in
the agricultural and corporate sectors. The developed
model then can be applied to different types of
agricultural lands under different environmental
management schemes to validate their environmental
quality and suggest suitable remediations if needed.
Previous research in Sri Lanka has validated dung
beetle as a suitable indicator to detect environmental
changes.
The Wild Cat Sub-Committee struggled to reach some
of its 2021 priorities, specifically working with the DWC
and other scientists and conservationists led by Dr.
Sriyanie Mithrapala on devising an effective Leopard
policy in Sri Lanka. Even though this Sub-Committee
failed to meet some of its deadlines mainly due to the
pandemic lockdowns, the Sub-Committee continues
to work closely with the DWC on all leopard related
activity. In related news, at the request of the DWC,
the Sri Lankan Leopard Day was changed to August
1 and the Society – with the leadership of this SubCommittee - launched a public relations and social
media campaign to commemorate this date.
One noteworthy accomplishment of this SubCommittee was the Society’s partnership with the
Lanka Orix Leasing Company (LOLC) to fund a research
project to better understand the behavior and the
distribution of our iconic species, the Panthera Pardus
Kotiya. The Wild Cat Sub-Committee took the lead
on this project and it will commence in June 2022 and
extend for five years. While there has been significant
work done on Panthera Pardus Kotiya in Yala and
Wilpattu national parks alongside some work covering
the species in the Hill Country, research on the species
in other areas of Sri Lanka remains very limited. Hence,
the Society and the Cat Sub-Committee is very
appreciative of the financial support from LOLC to
carry out this research on a broader scale. To quote
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the Society’s former president, Rukshan Jayawardene,
“Today, when leopards are absent from a wilderness
area, it means their extirpation has happened due to
the critical depletion of the prey base that the leopards
need to live on or the radical conversion of the
landscape to make it habitable for humans but hostile
to wildlife i.e., urbanization”. Conserving the habitat of
this iconic species remains the driving focus of this
Sub-Committee and the Society.

Signing of the leopard research and conservation agreement with LOLC

Human Elephant Conflict (HEC) is the major theme
of the Society’s Annual Report of 2021. As the HEC
Sub-Committee reports, there is no reduction in the
number of elephants being killed across Sri Lanka but
only an increase of the numbers. In the last 12 years
(2010-2021), more than 3,300 elephants have been
annihilated, while in the same time frame, about 1,060
humans have lost their lives as a result of coming
into conflict with elephants. As we have mentioned
numerous times, the key factor has been the loss
of habitat and the deforestation in the movement
corridors and grazing grounds of elephants. An
unfortunate development that leads to increased
contact between elephants and humans. The efforts by
politicians, for decades now, to try and herd elephants
into national parks as the solution to mitigating human
elephant conflict is a colossal mistake and a strategy
that has not worked at all. Our national parks only
occupy 18% of the country’s land mass. However,
humans and elephants currently share approximately
44 percent of Sri Lanka’s land mass. Thereby, a total
of 62% of the country’s land mass is occupied by
elephants. Therefore, trying to herd all elephants from
a 62% land mass to a smaller area of 18% will only
mean sentencing them death and clearly proves the
futility of this effort by politicians. In November 2020,
the President of Sri Lanka appointed a committee,
chaired by Dr. Prithiviraj Fernando, to provide the
government with a plan to overcome HEC. Even
though the Committee submitted a comprehensive
report with clearcut recommendations in April 2021,
there has been no action from the GOSL on this report.
It has been over a year now since Dr. Fernando’s report
was submitted to the President of Sri Lanka.
In recent years, in an effort to mitigate HEC, the DWC
initiated a project to dig deep trenches to deter
elephants from crossing out of national parks. This
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effort was carried out in several national parks with
the added outrage that the GOSL authorized these
trenches to be cut by outside contractors and the
soil to be taken away as payment for the labor and
material in digging the trenches. Not only was this a
gross violation of multiple FFPO laws, it was a serious
danger to all mammals, especially smaller ones, who
would attempt to cross the trench and fall into it. As
a result of the Center for Environmental Justice (CEJ)
and the Society initiating legal action, the Ministry of
Environment relented and issued a letter late March
2022 confirming that trenches are not a deterrent to
HEC and ordered the DWC to abandon the project.
The Sub-Committee’s work on the Light Repel System
(LRS) is discussed in detail on the HEC report is being
installed in 25 different locations to scientifically study
whether it is an effective mitigative method given
the circumstances of HEC created by humans. The
Society is sad to announce that the inventor of the
LRS, Brigadier Sudath Udayasena lost his life to the
Covid 19 pandemic in August 2021. He will go down in
the annuls of our country’s history as an individual that
gave his passion to find a solution to both elephants
and humans. May his soul rest in peace.

Installing a LRS

The Youth Wing Sub-Committee has gone from
strength to strength and gained a fine reputation as
one of the premier youth conservation organizations
in Sri Lanka. When the Society launched this SubCommittee in late 2017, we had no expectation that
it would lead to a vibrant and energetic group of
youngsters striving to improve Sri Lanka’s conservation

outlook. Armed with the knowledge of the neglect
and damaging actions caused by past generations,
the youngsters in this Sub-Committee have been
active on a number of fronts to promote conservation
in Sri Lanka. The fine efforts of the youngsters on the
Youth Wing Sub-Committee even caught the attention
of the United States Forest Services and there is a
partnership in the works to as described in the Youth
Wing report Sub-Committee report.
Reforestation and Rain Forest (ROAR) Sub-Committee
continues to prosper, now in its 5th year. The scientific
method of growing a rainforest is arduous and timeconsuming process. The idea behind the process is
to initially plant pioneer plants to provide the shade
and once these trees are of a certain height, to plant
the primary plants that are the rainforest trees. As the
Sub-Committee report outlines the growth of this
project, it is with hope that we believe this method of
reforesting a rainforest will be adopted in other parts of
the country as well.
The Green Isle Project Sub-Committee experienced
some setbacks due to the Covid-19 pandemic; it is now
back on track. The main focus of this Sub-Committee
was implementing measures to ecologically enrich
and restore the Attidiya Bellanwila Marsh. A number
of steps were initiated in 2021 to solidify this goal. This
project is a huge plus to overcome climate change and

being in the Western Province in Colombo, gives it the
added impetus to ensure we do right by our partners
and the goals outlined.
The Wild Kids Sub-Committee that was launched with
minimal fanfare in 2020 works with children aged 5-11
years and seeks to keep them engaged, educated
and interested in conservation from a very small age.
Some of the art competitions organized by this SubCommittee have generated amazing creative products
and has enabled us to identify many promising
young conservationists of our future. Teaching these
youngsters to conserve and protect at such a young
age is so critical for the future generations but unlike
the generations in the past, even these young kids
are far ahead in their knowledge of why they need to
conserve and protect mother nature. Kudos to them.
In closing, I would like to make several points. First, the
Society is enormously appreciative of the partnerships
forged with numerous local and international partners,
individual donors and corporate contributors. The
extent of their assistance cannot always be measured
in monetary terms but their steadfast support and
financial contributions will result in a better Sri Lanka
from a conservation perspective. We thank them for
their generosity which facilitated the 18 volunteers on
the Society’s General Committees carrying out the
Society’s essential work. Second, I want to express

Sunset at Divulapathana
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my gratitude to the Executive and General Committee
members who so willingly volunteered their time,
energy, expertise and funds while delivering as
promised on all their projects. Third, a very special
thank you to our Financial Consultant, Pradeep de
Silva, whose astute and methodical number crunching
and attention to detail has been a major reason for
the financial stability of the Society. Fourth, my sincere
thanks to the team at the Society office and offsite
locations for their incredible dedication and efforts to
enhance the mission of the Society. I could not have
completed my work as General Secretary without
their valuable assistance. I hope the professionalism
and high standards that I have tried to introduce and
maintain at the Society will lead to their professional
growth while also leading to fostering conservation
in Sri Lanka. I appreciate all your efforts to keep the
professionalism in our office environment.
An aspect of the Society’s journey into the future
involves attracting professional, paid staff to run the
day-to-day operations with the volunteers on the
Executive and Sub-Committees providing strategic
guidance on conservation in Sri Lanka. While the
Society has enjoyed some notable successes in its
128-year history, the immediate short- and mediumterm futures for the conservation movement in Sri
Lanka looks rather grim. The Society has very little
confidence that the current crop of politicians and
policymakers will be moved to make an appreciable
change in strategy and work aggressively to protect
Sri Lanka’s fauna and flora. A classic example of this
trend is the very little action from the GOSL in the last
decade or so in terms of the number of elephants that
are being decimated on an almost daily basis. It is quite
likely that there might not be any elephants in Sri Lanka
within the next 20 years. In addition to the slaughter
of elephants due to neglect and callous disregard by
policymakers, research from Dr. Prithiviraj Fernando
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establishes that in Sri Lanka’s main national parks,
many elephant calves are dying of malnutrition before
they reach the age of two. Both these factors will only
lead to the extinction of this magnificent species if we
do not arrest the problem today. As I documented in
the 2020 annual report, the Covid-19 pandemic was
only the beginning. Mother Earth will not tolerate us
much longer. We humans have to stop being selfish,
think about future generations and initiate radical
changes to safeguard our environment. The more we
destroy, the fiercer the fury of Mother Nature.

“You can’t fool around with or
propagandize away Mother Nature;
She’s merciless”
Thomas L. Friedman, Opinion Columnist,
New York Times,
April 19, 2022

Jehan M. CanagaRetna,
Hon. General Secretary

THE WNPS GENERAL COMMITTEE FOR 2021

Seated L to R: Dr. Nirmali de Silva, Sriyan de Silva Wijeyeratne, Tami Flamer-Caldera (Vice President), Jehan
CanagaRetna (Hon. General Secretary), Spencer Manuelpillai (President), Niran Mahawatte (Treasurer), Graham
Marshall (Vice President), Prof. Lakdas Fernando, Dilshan Hettiaratchi
Standing L to R: Devika Wijesinghe Rohana, Dev Wijewardane, Prof. Sampath Seneviratne, Caryll Tozer, Dr.
Hemantha Perera, Zaineb Akbarally, Sashi Wijesiriwardane, Dr. Chaturangi Wickramaratne
Absent: Maxime Wickramasinghe
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MEMBERSHIP
We had the following members in the
different membership category for the 2021
year.
As mentioned last year, we continue to have
difficulties in convincing current ordinary
members to continue to make timely
payment of their ordinary membership to
the new financial year. We would appreciate
it if you please take your responsibility of
the need to conserve our environment
and wildlife and make payment of your
membership every year. We have the
option for ordinary members to pay a few
years together or become life members
if you have five (5) continuous years of
membership. Your membership is important
to us and making this payment, whilst small
in number, is an important revenue source
for the Society. You could call the office for
more details.

751
ACTIVE
LIFE
MEMBERS

404
ACTIVE
ORDINARY
MEMBERS

108
ACTIVE
JUNIOR
MEMBERS

OBITUARIES
Mr. Nigel Forbes
Brig. Sudath Udayasena
The Society has no record of any other member passing away in the year 2021. In the event, there has been another
member who has passed away, we regret the omission of this person’s name but the Society has not been informed.

EXTERNAL REPRESENTATION
Prof. Sampath Seneviratne
• Vice President of Field Ornithology Group of Sri Lanka
• President of the Sri Lanka Ecological Association
Ms. Caryll Tozer
• Trustee of the Lissenburgh Trust
Mr. Sriyan de Silva Wijeyeratne
•Member of the Steering Committee on ‘Climate action’ of the Ceylon Chamber of Commerce.
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GENERAL COMMITTEE MEETINGS 2021
The General Committee convened a total of twelve (12) times during the year (2021).
The following is a record of the attendance of each Committee Member from January – May 2021, and
the new Committee from June – December 2021.
Committee Member

January to May 2021

June to December 2021

Meetings

Present

Meetings

Present

Mr. Spencer Manuelpillai

5

5

7

7

Mr. Jehan CanagaRetna

5

5

7

7

Mr. Dilshan Hettiaratchi

5

5

7

4

Ms Tami Flamer Caldera

5

3

7

5

Mr. Graham Marshall

5

5

7

7

Mr. Sriyan de Silva Wijeyeratne

5

5

7

7

Prof. Lakdas Fernando

5

5

7

7

Dr. (Ms) Nirmali de Silva

5

5

7

7

Ms. Caryll Tozer

5

3

7

6

Ms. Zaineb Akbarally

5

4

7

7

Prof. Sampath Seneviratne

5

4

7

4

Mr. Dev Wijewardane

5

5

7

7

Ms. Devika Wijesinghe Rohana

5

5

7

7

Ms. Harindi Palkumbara *

5

4

4

3

Mr. Rahula Dassenaieke

5

4

-

-

Mr. Rukshan Jayewardene

5

3

-

-

Mr. Avijja Fonseka

5

3

-

-

Mr. Chanaka Kulatunga

5

3

-

-

Dr. Chaturangi Wickremaratne

-

-

7

6

Mr. Maxime Wickremasinghe

-

-

7

6

Mr. Niran Mahawatte

-

-

7

7

Dr. Hemantha Perera

-

-

7

6

Ms. Sashi Wijesiriwardena

-

-

1

1

EXECUTIVES & STAFF OF THE SOCIETY – 2021
Name

Designation

Location

Ms. Kamaya de Soysa *

Administrative Secretary / Manager

Head Office

Mr. Ivan Prematilleke

Office Assistant

Head Office

Mr. Damith Susantha

Bungalow Keeper

Palatupana (Yala)

Ms. Bhagya Nanayakkara

Senior Research Executive

Head Office

Ms Guwani de Soyza

Admin and Finance Executive

Head Office

Mr. Ashan Wijetilleke

Assistant Manager

Head Office

Mr. Charith Dharmasena *

Project Coordinator (July 2021)

Green Isle / ROAR Project

Mr. Diluksha de Soyza

Project Coordinator (August 2021)

Green Isle / ROAR Project

Ms. Pavithra Attanayaka

Project Coordinator

Youth Wing

Mr. Pradeep De Silva

Financial Consultant

Head Office

* Resigned
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YoAranuwa Dola. Pitadeniya, Southern Sinharaja. Wildlife Conservation Society – Galle
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Committee: Dev Wijewardane (Chair), Jehan CanagaRetna
Co-opted:: Rohan Wijesinha, Keerthanaram Thanabalasingham, Supun Lahiru Prakash, Javan Fernando, Parami Peiris, Maya
Situnayaka, Shehan de Silva, Dhanushka Ekanayake, Srinath Amarasinghe, Tashiya de Mel, Thirandi Weerasinghe

O

ver the last 12 months, the management of Sri
Lanka’s wildlife and conservation has continued to
deteriorate and elephants, in particular, have suffered
the consequences. This is as a result of the continued
deforestation and destruction of Elephant habitat, including that
of trenches being excavated along the boundaries of National
Parks. As at last year, most HEC incidents can be attributed to
the clearing of traditional elephant habitat surrounding human
habitation. The continued harassment of elephants by safari jeep
drivers within National Parks has meant that they do not even find
respite within protected areas.
The globally renowned “Gathering” in Minneriya has seen a drastic
drop in elephant numbers during peak months. In September
2021, a meagre average of 20 elephants were recorded per day.
This number was over 200 in previous years. The number of HEC
incidents in the surrounding areas has increased as elephants
venture further afield looking for food. This drastic change has
been caused by the Minneriya Reservoir being used as an overflow
facility for the Moragahakanda Dam and whereas once the water
would recede exposing grasslands that attracted the herds to form
the largest congregation of Asian Elephants in the World, Minneriya
is now filled to capacity at these times and the grasslands are
underwater.. Apart from the increase in HEC, this has also had a
significant impact on the local economy with hoteliers, jeep drivers,
and other service providers being severely impacted.

YEAR

HUMAN
DEATHS

ELEPHANT
DEATHS

2010

81

227

2011

60

255

2012

73

250

2013

70

206

2014

67

231

2015

63

205

2016

88

279

2017

87

256

2018

96

319

2019

122

407

2020

112

318

2021

142

375

TOTAL

1061

3328

600
500
400
300
200
100
0

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
Human Deaths

Elephant Deaths
Deaths
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HUMAN ELEPHANT CONFLICT
SUB-COMMITTEE (HEC)
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Young Male elephant killed by gunshot at Balaharuwa Kindhiliya tank, Hambegamuwa
Pic by U. Sameera Weeratunga

Social media has played a positive role in identifying
individuals responsible for the harassment of
elephants through the year. A few months ago, a video
of a person who used a vehicle to scare and intimidate
a juvenile elephant went viral. The individual was
identified and fined Rs. 200,000.00 for this crime of
harassing a legally protected and endangered animal.
Subsequently, other incidents of jeep drivers harassing
elephants have been circulated on Facebook and
WhatsApp. This exposure places more pressure on
drivers and forces them to conform to the regulations
of the Park, something the DWC has been largely
ineffective in doing.

Social media has played a positive role in
identifying individuals
responsible for the harassment of
elephants through the year.
Two tuskers, Sando and Nandimithra, who visit the
Yala National Park when in musth, have in recent
weeks helped bring the problem into focus. Three
incidents were reported from Yala, in February 2022,
when the two tuskers, individually, damaged Safari
jeeps, and even toppled one over. The footage was
circulated widely on social media and serve as a
timely warning to both tourists and safari drivers alike.
As a result of these incidents, safari jeep drivers have
finally understood that any male elephant in musth
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should be given a wide berth and observed only from
a distance. There are rumours that the Department
of Wildlife Conservation (DWC) is contemplating
relocating these two tuskers to other areas of the
country. If such a strategy is being contemplated,
then it should be resisted at all costs. National Parks,
and other protected areas, have been created for the
conservation of wildlife. These two tuskers are not the
problem. The irresponsibility of the people who go in
to observe them, is. The DWC should control them
and ban any who consistently breach the rules from
entering these places again.

Trenches as HEC mitigation
At the beginning of the year, the DWC announced
a controversial plan to use trenches as a method of
mitigating human-elephant conflict. The logic behind
this is to allow third parties to excavate deep trenches
around the National Parks to prevent elephants from
coming out and raiding cultivations in the area. No
payment is made for excavating the trenches but the
contractors are allowed to sell the soil that is being
removed. Needless to say, this strategy is totally
contrary to all scientific research and accumulated
knowledge; that is if the wild elephant is to be protected
and conserved for posterity. It also appears that no
Environmental Impact Assessments (EIAs) have been
conducted due to a lapse in the Law that permits

This approach has been tried in Thailand where it was
unsuccessful as the monsoons caused the trenches
to fill with water and soil, leading to a number of them
collapsing within a short period of time. Can the country
afford the enormous maintenance costs that will be
necessary for the trench repair, at least twice a year?
Other animals also fall into the trenches and can be
severely injured. Footage recently circulating in the media
shows a buffalo being lifted out of the trench after it had
fallen in. It was reported that the animal suffered severe
spinal injuries and injuries to its legs. This is just one
example. There have also been reports, and pictures, of
an elephant, deer and other animals having fallen into
these trenches, the elephant being mortally injured, while
scores of others that go unreported.

goes on to report that the trenches would be wider at
the top (15 feet), narrowing towards the bottom (4 feet)
to allow one side to be sloped for animals to get easily
out of the trenches. This is not what is actually being
done as the sides of the trenches that already have
been excavated are vertical.
The fact that the DWC has decided to go ahead with
this strategy questions their intent of adhering to their
statutory mandate for the conservation of wild animals.
All scientific and experiential evidence clearly shows
that trenches do not work and their wider impact on
the environment is unknown. Of course, the extracted
soil is being sold at enormous profits to those
contracted for the task.

Light Repel System (LRS)
The Light Repel System has been the silver lining in
an otherwise bleak picture of human-elephant conflict
in Sri Lanka. The project is currently in its second year
and the team has continued to roll the system out
across multiple locations around the country. Covid-19,
and the associated lockdowns, have had an impact
on the project but the team has persevered and been
able to setup, and start the data collection processes,
at a number of new locations.
Brigadier Sudath Udayasena who developed the LRS
and headed up the team that was responsible for

In an article published in ceylontoday.lk, the then State
Minister and the Director General of the DWC stated
that they had made plans to excavate a few hundred
kilometres of trenches “within reserves and sanctuaries
and within and outside two buffer zones”. The article

Table of LRS efficacy
Control Site Break Through
No.

Primary Site Break Through

Days Elephants
came to the
control site

% to Total
Number of Days

Days Elephant
Broke Through

% to Total Number
of Days

% of
Breakthrough
when compared
to the primary
site to control site

Location
Total No. of
Days

1

Ehatuwewa

155

55

35%

1

1%

2%

2

Mahiyangana Site 1

147

110

75%

1

1%

1%

3

Uhana

40

18

45%

2

5%

11%

4

Udawalawe

102

66

65%

0

0%

0%

5

Bandagiriya /
Thanmannama

31

28

90%

7

23%

25%

6

Wilachichiya

21

7

33%

0

0%

0%

7

Mahiyangana Site 2

21

9

43%

0

0%

0%

8

Chenkaladi

9

7

78%

0

0%

0%

9

Wilachichiya Site 2

7

2

29%

0

0%

0%

10

Thanmannama
New

6

6

100%

0

0%

0%

11

Wilachchiya Site 03

7

5

71%

0

0%

0%
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the Director General of the DWC to approve any
developments within a National Park. The first trenches
are being excavated around the Uda Walawe National
Park, a protected area that is already reeling from
human induced habitat change, and the loss of its once
expansive grasslands.There are a few reasons why this
approach will not be suitable to mitigate HEC in Sri
Lanka. 60% of wild elephants live outside of protected
area boundaries, in Other State Forests (OSFs), and
will now have little alternative but to seek all of their
sustenance by raiding cultivations full time, as they will
now be “locked” outside of these sanctuaries. Trenches
will also restrict the movement of elephants (and other
animals) by reducing habitat connectivity and have an
adverse impact on biodiversity and ecological systems,
and the interchange of gene pools, all of which will lead
to inevitable extinction.

SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS

installing them, tragically passed away, in October
2021, from complications due to Covid. Brigadier
Udayasena was a decorated war hero and, in his
relatively short association with the WNPS, proved to
be a hero of conservation too. He is sorely missed.
Since Brigadier Udayasena’s passing, his team has
been broken up and transferred to different areas of the
country. In addition, the level of interest by the Army has
not been the same and has resulted in an increase in
costs and logistics in the installation of these systems.
As a result, the team have had to lean on the expertise
of an electrician based in Tissamaharama to install the
LRS at the new sites there. He has been able to get an
understanding of the LRS and is currently looking into
design changes to make it even more efficient, while
being financially viable.

The efficacy of the fence at the other new locations
is consistent with that at the older sites. The biggest
challenge we have continues to be the people whose
property and crops we try to protect. There is a lack
of proactive involvement from them in terms of
maintenance of the system. If the electric wires are
breached, they do not seem to feel an urgency to get
it repaired despite the knowledge that they are then at
risk from elephants.

The WNPS hired Mr Srinath Amarasinghe as a fulltime
Coordinator for the LRS Project. He came on board in
August 2021 and his responsibilities include overseeing
the installations at new locations, Data Collection and
also ensuring that the owners of the plots where the
LRS is setup, continue to maintain the system.
The current economic situation in the country has seen
an increase in the price of the components needed for
the LRS. Fortunately this has not hampered its rollout. We
are also continuously working on improving its design to
make it more efficient, robust and cost effective.
Over the last year, the LRS has been set up at locations
in Thammannama, Wilachchiya, Mahiyangana,
Chenkaladi and Bibile. The location at Thammannama
was slightly different to the others in that the fence was
a linear one, as opposed to surrounding a property.
The fence was destroyed by elephants on a number of
occasions and our data shows that they approached
the fence from around it, and then destroyed it on their
way out, as the lights were now facing the opposite
direction to them. As such, the fence was removed and
relocated to another site in the area. When it was setup
the second time, it was not setup as a linear site but
surrounded a farmer’s property, as per usual.

LRS installed at Wilachchiya

The site at Ehethuwewa continues to be the ‘poster
child’ of this project. It has been well maintained from
the time it was setup in July 2020. There had been only
one breach, to date, and that was when the fence was
not working. Results from this site have encouraged
neighbours to offer to pay for it themselves, to have it
installed around their fields and habitations.
The WNPS team would like to thank our sponsors John
Keells Office Automation, Kunal Amalean, Spa Ceylon,
Karishma and Sunder Chanrai, Colombo Jewellery
Stores and Gihan Illangakoon. Without their financial
support the implementation of the LRS, and the
ongoing study, would not have been possible.

Pic by Dev Wijewardane, Kala wewa
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World Elephant Day was celebrated on the 12th of
August 2021, and commemorated by the WNPS by
hosting a Photography Competition and a presentation
titled “Living with Elephants: From conservation to
coexistence” by Dr Sumith Pilapitiya. This was followed
by a panel discussion with Dr Pilapitiya, Supun Lahiru
Prakash and Keerthanaram Thanabalasingham.
For those of you who missed the presentation, it is
available on the WNPS YouTube channel. The whole
event was sponsored by generous donation of Spa
Ceylon who are keen to make a difference in the lives
of our elephants.
The Photography Competition had three categories
and was advertised widely on social media,
newsletters as well as in the print media, and on the
WNPS website. The categories were
• The Elephant – Open Category
• Human-Elephant Conflict – Open Category
• The Elephant – Junior Category
The winners of the respective categories were
Vanodhya Warnasooriya, Lushyanka Perera and
Ravihara Jeewakarathne.
The Judges of the competition were Mr. Namal
Kamalgoda, Mr. Rukshan Jayewardene and Mr. Rajiv
Welikala. Approximately 300 submissions were

received and the winners were announced on social
media on the 12th of August 2021. The Winners
received free accommodation at the Society’s Yala
Bungalow and Wilpattu Safari Camp, as well as
camera equipment and merchandise from the WNPS
and Spa Ceylon.
Spa Ceylon also publicised HEC issues on their
electronic advertising boards at their outlet in
Bambalapitiya. Originally, it was intended to screen a
documentary on the Sri Lankan Elephant at a cinema
but these plans had to be changed due to COVID. The
WNPS appreciates the support received from Spa
Ceylon and we look forward to partnering with them
on future conservation initiatives too.
The WNPS would also like to thank Morpho Design
Studio for creating the promotional material for the
Photography Competition.
As can be seen, there is a lot more that has to be
done to resolve HEC in Sri Lanka, but solutions have
been found, tried and tested, and proven to be 100%
successful. These were based on science and the
results of two decades of research. The challenge lies
with persuading our policymakers to understand and
implement them, and to get the DWC back to fulfilling
its mandate of protecting the wildlife of this country for
the citizens of today, and of the future.
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World Elephant Day

SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS

YOUTH WING SUB-COMMITTEE REPORT
Committee: Zaineb Akbarally (Chair)
Co-opted: Mustafa Adamaly, Sangharshanaa Ainkaran, Shenali Dias, Zaydhameed Fajurdeen, Dinara Fernando, Tiara Ganegama,
Kithmee Gunasekera, Hafsa Hudha, Shailajaha Kumaresan, Shontaal Manuelpillai, Siobhan Manuelpillai, Keshan Perera, Amaya
Pieris, Aathmica Sananthan, Reihan Stephen, Mathi Thayanan, Dinithi Warnakula, Nelu Wijegunasekera,
Ashinsa de Silva Wijeyeratne, Dulanga Witharanage
Youth Wing Project Coordinators: Pavithra Attanayake and Suren Tambyrajah

T

he Youth Wing committee led by youth is
driven by an aspiration to meet Sri Lanka’s
youth and future generation’s needs and
desires, and are determined to make a
difference in the country’s conservation efforts. The
Youth Wing has continued to expand its wings reaching
new audiences and demographics of youth across the
island this past year through its school programs and
impactful advocacy for the environment.

Winners Youth Innovation
Challenge

A Youth Initiative on Sustainable
Conservation in Sri Lanka in
partnership with the United States
Forest Service
The Youth Wing was awarded a grant of over
USD 30,000 by the United States Forest Service for a
two-year project to expand its work with rural schools.
The project is expected to reach over 30 rural schools
in the Northern, Eastern, North Central, Central, and
Southern Provinces.

The Youth Wing was, in 2021, recognised as WINNERS
of the Youth Innovation Challenge hosted by The North
American Association for Environmental Education
(NAAEE) and the Global Environmental Education
Partnership (GEEP). For the competition, the team
proposed the novel idea of developing a Blue Carbon
Toolkit, a first-of-its-kind educational toolkit to introduce
the concept of Blue Carbon to young people. It is hoped
via the toolkit to instil an appreciation and understanding
of the value of harnessing blue carbon amongst youth
living in coastal areas in Sri Lanka. The project will also
directly engage youth in the ongoing restoration efforts
of the Anawilundawa Wetland Sanctuary.
The team received a cash prize of 1000 USD; the money
will be put towards developing and printing the toolkit.

Engaging with the Department of Wildlife Conservation and the local
community in the development of the Blue Carbon Toolkit.
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The project’s objective is to establish sustainability
projects within schools and community environments
already engaged with the Youth Wing - with the project
drivers being school children. The program aims to
provide Sri Lanka’s youth with seed investment and
the technical tools and skills to implement these
small scale projects. In the long term, this initiative is
expected to have ingrained the ethos of conservation,
sustainability and green practices amongst youth,
which can be scaled up into profitable models in the
future. The Youth Wing will monitor and evaluate the
projects, visiting the schools to ensure the project and
equipment are utilised responsibly. The projects will be
monitored and regularly assessed by the youth wing
management and designated project coordinators
for each area, with delays and impediments to
implementation addressed accordingly.
The projects will be evaluated annually, and all schools
will be entered into an all-island competition to identify
the best regional and national school projects to
incentivise effective project implementation.

SCHOOL

DISTRICT

Horuwila Vidyalaya

Anuradhapura

The Education for Conservation program is the
flagship project of the Youth Wing, launched in 2018.
The project is run in partnership with the National
Development Bank (NDB Bank), the exclusive financial
sponsor for the project. The partnership is a fruitful
one; over the past four years, the project has engaged
with over 70 schools across 14 districts to cultivate the
ethos of sustainability and inspire a new generation
of environmentally conscious leadership amongst
children across the country. The Youth Wing is hugely
grateful for the financial sponsorship provided for the
project by NDB Bank.

Vidyartha Maha Vidyalaya

Anuradhapura

Colombo International School

Colombo

D.S. Senanayake College

Colombo

Ladies College

Colombo

Royal College

Colombo

St. Josephs College

Colombo

St. Nicholas Senior School

Colombo

St. Peters College

Colombo

St. Thomas College

Colombo

We have connected with over 1600 children from
18 schools in the past year, covering seven districts
across the island through awareness programs and
skills-based workshops. Furthermore, technical toolkits
developed by the Youth Wing, a trilingual publication
on Your Environmental Rights and Responsibilities
and the storybook “Finding the Mighty Little Girl in the
Land of Machines” published by the Youth Wing were
donated to the schools.

Thakshila College

Gampaha

Dharmaraja College

Kandy

Hillwood College

Kandy

Gampola Junior School

Kurunegala

Giribawa Maha Vidyalaya

Kurunegala

Royal International School

Kurunegala

Olcott Primary College

Matara

Poramadulla Central College

Nuwara Eliya
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Education for Conservation, a
partnership with NDB Bank

SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS
For the first time, the Youth Wing extended its
awareness programs to tertiary educational institutes
and youth clubs in the country. Through these
programs, over 300 youth were engaged. Programs
were conducted at the University of Kelaniya, Universal
College Lanka, Rotaract Club Cinnamon Gardens, and
Rotaract Club of Colombo East.
In addition, the Youth Wing was an invited speaker at
the British Council and the Rotary Club of Colombo
Metropolitan. We also partook in awareness programs
organised by the Bar Association Sri Lanka and
Chokolaate Magazine.

The Youth Wing also ran online skills workshops and talks
to engage and develop key skills for conservation in youth
and the general public. These workshops reached over
10,000 people and featured leading scientists, artists,
innovators, educators and conservationists.
Highlights from this series included the hosting of South
Africa’s Londolozi Private Game Reserve’s Head Ranger,
James Souchon, for ‘A Masterclass in Wildlife Tracking’
and the Executive Director of the Jane Goodall Institute
India Shweta Khare Naik for a workshop on ‘Roots &
Shoots: Inspiring hope through action.’

Skills Workshops 2021/22
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DATE

TOPIC

SPEAKER

3rd March 2021

Igniting Conservation through Art

Benjamin Von Wong

7th March 2021

Conserving Urban Wildlife

Anya Ratnayake

6th May 2021

Cracking the Code of Carbon Footprinting

Sanith De S. Wijeyeratne

27th June 2021

Roots & Shoots: Inspiring Hope through Action

Shweta Khare Naik

25th July 2021

A Masterclass in Wildlife Tracking

James Souchon

14th August 2021

The Fascinating World of Reptiles

Dr. Ruchira Somaweera

2nd September 2021

Technological Innovations to protect Wildlife, Forests,
and People

Sanjiv Fernando

31st October 2021

Exploring the Secret World of Bats

Prof. Wipula Yapa

14th November 2021

Deep Diving into the World of Freshwater Fish in Sri
Lanka

Hiranya Sudasinghe

12th February 2022

The Vanni Forest and A9 road

Dr. S. Wijeyamohan

The social media presence of the Youth Wing has grown
exponentially in the past year, effectively disseminating
knowledge and scientific facts that will help further
conservation efforts in the country and globally.
Tiktok Tuesday, What the fact Wednesday, This or that
Thursday, Trivia Friday, and ASMR Sunday, which features
a short clip of nature and its sounds, are all regular features
on the youth wing social media platforms.
Besides, key environmental days and events have
been regularly highlighted and celebrated in posts,
campaigns and competitions.
In-depth coverage of the UN Climate Change
Conference (COP26) was a highlight, with the Youth
Wing providing a comprehensive highlight reel on daily
proceedings as the world came together to address
the monumental challenges of Climate Change. Cries
of the Wild was a new series launched that deep dives
into Sri Lanka’s current environmental issues every
month, crying for our urgent attention and action.
The comic series ‘Miss Neeta’s Classroom’ has been
widely popular on social media. Using a classroom
setting with comic book characters, the series has
covered endemism, ecosystem services, renewable
energy, carbon footprint, environmental conventions
and many more.

In addition, the club aids in translating content
developed by the Youth Wing into the Tamil language.
‘Miss Neeta’s Classroom’, the Instagram series that
educates the youth, has been translated to Tamil to
reach a larger audience, particularly in the North and
East of the country.

Finding the Mighty Little Girl in the
Land of Machines
Due to the generous donation from an anonymous
donor, the Youth Wing developed a special illustrated
storybook titled ‘Finding the Mighty Little Girl in the
Land of Machines’. The book tells a story about a group
of friends who set out to explore our jungles, mangrove
forests and coral reefs in Sri Lanka. They witness the
challenges the natural world faces during their travels
due to the machines cutting down forests, snares
trapping leopards and turtles suffocating on plastic bags.
Together, they embark on a mission to work to save their
home, the wild and beautiful landscapes of Sri Lanka.
The storybook is a trilingual publication, with the
book currently being read and distributed at schools
across the island. English copies of the publication are
available for purchase at the Head Office.

To enhance knowledge and spotlight lesser-known
species, special content was curated. This included ‘Bat
Week’ and ‘Fish Week’, which shed light on Sri Lanka’s
bats and fish, their roles in the ecosystem, their threats,
and what we can do for their conservation. Legal Week
examined fundamental international environmental
principles and national legislation for environment and
biodiversity and case laws.
In celebration of World Environment Day, a short story
competition in all three languages (English, Sinhala and
Tamil) under the theme of ‘Ecosystem Restoration’ was
held, giving young people an opportunity to showcase
their creativity in the form of creative writing.

Regional Club in the Northern
Province
The Youth Wing successfully launched at the end of
2020 a regional Youth Wing club in Jaffna. The club
was established to assist the Youth Wing committee
in carrying out activities in the northern and eastern
provinces and monitor the sustainability projects at
schools in the region.
Members of the club also organise special educational
webinars in the Tamil language - that are joined by wildlife
enthusiasts and conservationists both locally and abroad.

Reading of the publication ‘Finding the Mighty Little Girl in the Land of
Machines’ at the Horuwila Vidyalaya at the periphery of the Wilpattu NP
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SCIENCE FOR CONSERVATION REPORT
Committee: Dr. Chaturangi Wickramaratne (Chair) and Jehan CanagaRetna
Co-opted: Niranjan Bandaranayake, Keerthanaram Thanabalasingam, Nipuni Perera, Madushika Ramanayake, Parami Peiris,
Pavithra Attanayake, Thiraviyam Yogarajah, Chaminda Munasinghe, Fathima Shama, Poornima Wijerathna, Maya Situnayake,
Niseni Gunaratne, Medisha Gunawardene, Bhagya Nanayakkara

T

he Science sub-committee was established
with the intention of expanding the scientific
knowledge base that can assist with informed
decision to lead the country’s sustainable
development agenda. Lack of data and scientific
evidence, especially in the local context, can lead to the
formulation of ad-hoc and indiscriminate management
strategies that are ineffective in harmonizing development
and conservation needs. The Science sub-committee also
looks forward to providing an opportunity for enthusiastic
individuals, who are interested in fostering environmental
stewardship, to be a part of work that aims to expand
science knowledge and scientific literacy.
Since the committee’s inception in March 2021, the
committee has been working on mainly accessing funding
for the expansion of biodiversity conservation work and
enhancing the skills and knowledge of the members.
Some of the key activities conducted between 2021-2022,
• Conducting a Google –Earth software skill training
workshop last September for the members. The training
consisted of a brief introduction on the Google Earth,
its interface and primary tools and demonstrating basic
spatial image analysis.
• Development and application of a proposal for the IUCN
SOS targeting the conservation of seagrass ecosystem
and marine turtles, especially in the aftermath of the MV
X-Press Pearl calamity, with the Marine sub-committee.
• Development and application of a proposal based on
enhancing pangolin conservation, with Dr. Priyan Perera from
the University of Sri Jayawardenapura.
• Development and application of a proposal for the Canada
Fund for Local Initiatives on increasing urban greening.
• Together with the Marine sub-committee, analyzing and
composing a report on citizen science project initiated in
June 2021 to estimate nurdle density following the MV
X-Press Pearl incident.
• With the financial support from the WNPS, extending the
work on analyzing the impacts of the MV X-Press Pearl by
conducting a series of socio-economic surveys in the highly
impacted areas extending from Moratuwa to Negombo.
• Current work within the sub-committee also is intended
at strengthening the skills of the general public in relation
to flora and fauna sampling and thereby, promote citizens’
engagement in scientific monitoring and reporting.
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Committee: Caryll Tozer (Chair), Prof. Sampath Seneviratne
Co-opted: Ayeshma Adhikari, Tharindu Ranasinghe,
Ravishka Jayasuriya

A

new sub-committee for Activism was
established to address continued violations
committed by individuals, government
agencies and corporates, both within and
without the FFPO legal framework. Once again, the
past year has been a huge challenge in protecting
the environmental and conservation efforts.
Sri Lanka has so much to offer itself and the world
at large. Specifically in the lush environment we live
in, with the ability to get to warmer, colder or rainy
or dry weather conditions that harbour some of the
natural rain forests, cloud forests, mangroves, seas,
and all the creatures that live within.
It is a haven for endemics, the largest land and
sea mammals, medicinal plants and a biodiversity
unparalleled in such a small nation. However, rapidly
decreasing forests and animal habitats, plastic and
other pollution, lack of consideration to protect our
Ramsar wetlands, in additional to unsustainable
and unplanned development is drastically
changing the landscape. Sadly, once again all this
is under continued threat with no real changes and
implementation of existing laws in sight nor the
confidence of strict EIA’s being conducted.

During 2021 with continued Covid
lockdowns in Sri Lanka, there were
further unprecedented levels
of destruction of forest patches,
sanctuaries and boundaries of
Wildlife Parks around the country.
The destruction of animal habitat
is at a critical stage and humananimal conflict has spread further
This year the Rapid Response (RR) subcommittee
undertook to spread awareness and address a
Rapid Response to destruction as and when news
came in from grassroots level organizations, our
District Reps, Activists and/or citizens at large. We
immediately reported to the relevant authorities
of any violations and created an alert mechanism
to media, to encourage them to report said
infractions to the maximum extent. We have had
several discussions with government agents to
request them to bring a halt to such destructions,
mostly to no avail. This subcommittee also
reported any violations brought to their attention,
to the appropriate subcommittee within WNPS in
order they may take further action.
WNPS’s Rapid response Sub-Committee is integral
to the organization’s overall conservation efforts.
Its mission is to ensure a rapid response in order
to stymie further destruction, inform the general
public and to remind government agencies that
they are the guardians and therefore should bring
a halt to any illegal activity. Lobbying efforts are
conducted with policy makers and the EXCO is
informed in order they too intervene and take
strong decisions.
The RR subcommittee also decided to bring
awareness to children of the vast number of
recorded and unrecorded insects in Sri Lanka. In
a joint effort with the Sirasa Children’s Program to
spread the insect awareness to children on TV,
insects will be showcased on the role they play in
the environment by using visual media. We have
been fortunate in receiving a donation of a photo
library of insects from Mr. Roman Prokhorov who
had previously worked on photographing insects
and following a conservation effort of insects of the
Mausakanda Rainforest. Sri Lanka has a record of
an estimated 10,000 insects divided into 31 groups,
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each not only beautiful but also with an enormous
role to play in conservation.
Three final year students of Zoology and
Entomology have stepped in to analyze the
photographs of the Arthropods, narrow down to the
family level of the order of species to be presented,
and prepare the script for each program. The
children’s program on television is utilized to make
it interesting to kids. By using photos, recording
habitats, songs, poems and myths and children’s
stories on some specific insects and interaction
quizzes grab the attention of kids.
The “Seethawaka Mega Hydro Project” that
was once cancelled due to efforts of other
organizations and WNPS due to the damage it
can cause the environment in the long run, has
now being reinstated by the Government with a

new gazette. The same conservation organizations
along with WNPS need to go back to the drawing
board and restart their lobbying efforts to do its best
to stop this environmentally damaging venture.
The EIA reporting mechanism initiated by the
Society in 2021 is ongoing, with the expectation
that members of WNPS who have experience or
are able to get involved to ensure that the EIAs
are bona fide, should report back to the Society
with any questions or discrepancies in order that
the Committee can take it up with the relevant
authorities.
The upcoming year (2022) will be a very challenging
one. The Rapid Response Sub-Committee plans to
continue its activities that will endure to facilitate
conservationist efforts as well as do its best to halt
environmental destruction in Sri Lanka.

Deforestation of the Western border of Yala NP
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Committee: Harindi Palkumbara (Chair – till September 2021)
Jehan CanagaRetna (Chair October 2021), Spencer Manuelpillai, Graham Marshall
Co-opted: Revan Weerasinghe, Anushka Perera, Sashi Wijesiriwardane

The Society continued its legal activities through the collaboration with Ms. Julius and Creasey and President’s
Counsel Anura Meddegoda. We sincerely appreciate the services rendered by Anura Meddegoda who provided
his services free of charge as Consul for WNPS. We cannot forget to thank Ms. Prashanthi Mahindaratne and Mr.
Revan Weerasinghe for their unstinted support in legal matters involving the Society.
A lot of the cases filed has taken a long time to be called mainly due to the Covid pandemic as Courts were either
closed or out of bounds for an undisclosed number of days during the year.
Elephant Policy Case - CA/WRIT/20/2020
WNPS also took steps to file a case against the
impugned decision of the Cabinet of Ministers
approving the issuance of 2000 firearms to be
distributed to personnel of the Civil Defense Force
deployed/living in areas rife with human elephant
conflict. This Cabinet decision was purportedly issued
to protect the villages against elephants and other
wildlife. Accordingly, WNPS filed a writ application
against the issue of firearms to the CDF on the basis
of the National Elephant Conservation Policy of 2006.
With the pandemic, this case too was dragged for
months, but respondents filed affidavits for which the
Society through Ms. Julius & Creasey filed counter
affidavits in Oct 2021. The Court fixed a date of Dec
22nd, 2021 for argument. The State Counsel was not
available and the Court once again fixed a date of
March 2022 for argument. A decision is still pending.

Elephant killed by gunshot

Wilpattu Road Case- SCFR 224/2010
The case was filed against the construction of two roads
within the Wilpattu National Park with Environmental
Foundation Limited (EFL), Wilderness and Protected
Area Foundation (WPAF) and the Society.
The two roads were not in existence when the
WNP was initially Gazetted between 1938-1973.
It appeared these roads were created for military
purposes during the war period. As it stands
currently, Mother Nature has taken matters into
her own hands as the Causeway that connects the
Eluvamkulam side to the national park has perished
thereby making it not possible to cross the Kala Oya.
The case was taken up before the Supreme Court on
13.03.2020 and the case was fixed for Argument on
11.06.2021 but was postponed again. It was further
taken up on the 28th of January 2022 and the Court
re-fixed the case for argument on 24th June 2022.

Broken causeway at Eluvamkulam over the Kala Oya
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Galgamuwa Tusker Case – B/1052/2017
Case related to the killing of Dala Puttuwa in
November 2017. The CID has been instructed to
conduct DNA tests with Genetech Institute. CID has
not yet submitted the full investigation report to the
Attorney General to file indictment/charges in court.
As reported in the 2020 Annual Report, 8 suspects
were produced before Court and bailed out. The DNA
test carried out by the Gentech Sri Lanka Institute
has reported that the Tusk taken into the custody
is compatible with the DNA of the dead Elephant.
Unfortunately, this case has not moved any further
during the year concerned as the CID has failed
to handover the investigation book extracts to the
Attorney General’s Department for the purpose of filing
charges/indictment. The case is currently pending for
Attorney General’s advice.
Sand Mining Case – SCFR 29/2020
Again, as per the annual report of 2020, EFL partnering
with WNPS, filed a Fundamental Rights application
in the Supreme Court on June 6th, 2020 challenging
the mining circular which was issued on 31/12/2019
by Geological and Mines Bureau (GSMB). This circular
has amended the permits / license issuing procedure
by removing the safe guards in the mines and
minerals Act 33 of 1992 as well as other safe guards
and regulations issued by the GSMB with regard to
sand, gravel, and clay. GSMB, the Director-General of
GSMB, Minister of Environment and Wildlife Resources,
Central Environmental Authority and the AttorneyGeneral were named as Respondents.
The Case was taken up on 15.02.2022 and the Court
re-fixed the matter for Support on March 22nd,
2022 and the Supreme Court issued an Interim
Order suspending the second part of Circular
No. 173/12/2019 that removed the requirement
of obtaining ‘Environmental Clearances/
Recommendations’ from the Central Environmental
Authority (CEA) in the mining permit/license issuance
process of Geological Survey and Mines Bureau
(GSMB) until the final determination of the Case.

Rewatha Tusker Case – B/287/21
WNPS appeared as an intervening party, with the help
of Counsel Mr. Anura Meddegoda, against the killing
of the Tusker Rewatha who died in March 2021 after
he was electrocuted by a fence which surrounded
a corn cultivation in Aliyawatuanuwewa in Kekirawa.
The death of Rewatha, who had endeared himself
to the villagers of Kahalla Pallekele which was his
home range, was likened to the setting of the sun in
Kalawewa. The gentle tusker who was around 45-50
years at the time of his death had not harmed anyone,
nor had he damaged crops. His death was followed
by a public outcry and an outpouring of grief. Rewatha
is one of more than 57 tuskers who have been killed in
Sri Lanka in the past years.
The Magistrate instructed the Attorney General to
direct the police to carry out a full investigation into
the incident and submit a report. Magistrate Court of
Kekirawa ordered the suspect to appear in court on
the next date. President’s Counsel Anura Meddegoda
who is looking after the legal interests of the dead
tusker together with his team of lawyers told court at
the beginning of the proceedings last year that the
electrocution of an elephant is a non-bailable offence.
The accused is currently on bail.
During the hearing on February 7th, 2022, which was
the fourth since the start of legal proceedings in March
last year, the magistrate told the police to; (a) To obtain
an expert report from the University of Moratuwa of the
death of Rewatha the tusker. The University report is
expected to analyze the features of the electric fencing
which killed the tusker. The cables that were used have
been produced as an exhibit in the case. The way the
fence had been powered was illegal. (b) designate
an officer to deposit Rewatha ’s tusks in the National
Museum in Colombo. There will be provision to retrieve
them in future for use as exhibits in the case if required.
The police investigations into the case are expected
to be completed by the date of the next hearing on 29
August when the court will take up the matter again.

The Case (SC/FR/29/2020) was taken up in the
Supreme Court before Hon. Justice P Surasena,
Hon. Justice M. Samayawardhena and Hon. Justice
A. Obeysekere and the Court directed the GSMB to
obtain “Environmental Clearances/Recommendations”
from the CEA before issuing mining permits/licenses
to applicants (for sand, gravel, clay, and soil).
The Case is fixed for Argument on 21.07.2022.
Mr. Viran Corea (Attorney-at-Law) with Ms. Thilini
Vidanagamage (Attorney-at-Law) instructed by Mrs. Lakni
Silva (Attorney-at-Law) appeared for the Petitioners. Mr.
Rajitha Perera, SSC appeared for all the Respondents.
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Rewatha in his prime
Pic by Namal Kamalgoda
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The GOSL battling the fire on the X-Press Pearl

X-Press Pearl Case (HRC Application)
WNPS filed an application with the Human Rights
Commission seeking relief for the environmental
damage caused. WNPS also helped a group of
fishermen to file a complaint at the HRC seeking
relief for damages caused to their livelihood from the
disaster.
WNPS is liaising with the Marine Environment
Protection Authority (MEPA) to understand their
grievances. If needed, this application will enable the
Society to file action in court.
Sinharaja - Gin Nilwala Irrigation Project (RTI
Application)
WNPS sent an RTI Application on 31st May 2021 to
Dept. of Irrigation and Ministry of Irrigation requiring
further information on the proposed Gin – Nilwala
Irrigation Project to be built in the vicinity of the
Sinharaja rainforest.
As a response, Mr. Sooriyabandara, Head of the
Southern Division of the Dept. of Irrigation held a
detailed zoom presentation on the project. It transpires
that currently no work has started and as per the
document attached, he gave us the reasons why the
two reservoirs are being proposed to be built. Once he
was done, Dr. Nimal proposed an alternate solution the
problem that the Dept. of Irrigation was facing and will
be sharing this document with the Dept. of Irrigation
in the near future. Mr. Sooriyabandara assured WNPS
team on the Zoom presentation that the reservoir
project will not go ahead without the requisite approvals
from the relevant authorities such as Department of
Forest Conservation, including the UNESCO. WNPS is
keeping a closer look on the ground situation and with

this in mind, we are holding the process of legal action
unless the Dept. of Irrigation go ahead with their plans
without the due diligence being done.
Thalangama Writ Case – CA(Writ) 68/2022
The Society with a group of concerned lawyers filed
a writ case against the proposed elevated highway
within the Thalangama environmental protection area.
The Society’s case was not the only case to be filed
as a few Petitioners filed similar cases in court as well.
The case was taken up for support on the 25th March,
2022. At the said date the 1st and 2nd Respondents
(CEA & Director General of CEA) made an application
to Court that they need to retain the services of the AG
and sought for further time from Court.
The ASG Milinda Goonetilleke appearing for the AG
appeared for the 7th to the 12th, 39th and several
other Respondents in the matter. The learned ASG
made an application to Court that the draft of the EIA
for this project is scheduled to be completed by the
March 28th 2022 and thereafter it is scheduled to be
presented to the cabinet by July 2022. Therefore, the
State sought the permission of Court to file Limited
Objections, attaching therein the draft EIA as well.
The WNPS Consuls informed the Court that we are
challenging the legality of the entire Project and its
adverse impact on the environment, and do not confine
our argument only to the area of no EIA been done up
to date. Court gave permission to the said applications
made by the Respondents and granted permission
for them to file Limited Objections by on or about 29th
July, Counter Affidavits to be filed by 30th August and
matter was fixed for Support by 15th September 2022.
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Elephant Trenches RTI and Letter of Demand
Recently, a decision was taken by the State Ministry of
Wildlife Conservation Protection Program Including
Electric Fence and Ditch Construction and Re-Forestation
and Wildlife Resources Development, to dig trenches, to
prevent elephants from coming into human-occupied land
and expert fear the decision will cause more harm than
good to these animals.
The Society submitted a RTI application to the DWC
and received a letter stating that they need more time
to provide the information requested. As the time we
requested had elapsed, a letter of demand (LOD) was sent
to the DWC on March 22nd, 2022. The LOD basically stated
that as reported in the Hansard dated 07th November
2021 that third party businessmen and/or contractors are
being used to excavate and/or construct the said trenches
and have been permitted to remove the soil excavated
from the construction of the said trenches for their own
purposes which may include sale of such substances.
However, according to the Fauna and Flora Protection
Ordinance (FFPO) is explicitly clear that no person is
permitted to clear or break up any land for cultivation,
mining or for any other purpose.
Subsequently, on March 29th, the Attorney General’s
Department informed Supreme Court that the Secretary
to the Ministry of Wildlife has given an undertaking to
suspend operation of the elephant trenches project,
digging of elephant trenches in wildlife National Parks.
The Attorney General’s Department made this revelation
when a Fundamental Rights petition filed by the Center for
Environmental Justice (CEJ) against the elephant trenches
project was taken up before Supreme Court.
Deer fallen and trapped inside an elephant trench

Elephant trench inside Lunugamwehera NP
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Committee: Prof. Lakdas Fernando (Chair), Dr. Nirmali de Silva,
Co-opted: Chandrika Gunawardena FCA (Hon. Treasurer), Dr. Iroja Caldera, Ravindi
Galagamamudali
Co-ordinator: Diluksha Soysa
Project Advisors and Consultants: Prof. Savitri Gunatilleke, Prof. Nimal Gunatilleke
and Dr. Suranjan Fernando, (Ecoserve Research)

2016

2021

Introduction
ROAR (Reforestation Of A Rainforest) at Diyakothakanda in Dikhena,
Badureliya is currently the oldest running project of WNPS. After
an initial setback, the project was resuscitated and developed
under sound scientific principles in 2016 with the assistance and
guidance of Professors Savitri and Nimal Gunatilleke and Dr.
Suranjan Fernando. Diyakothakanda is a typical lowland rainforest
now belonging to the Forest Department that has been clear
felled and cultivated by subsistence farmers and abandoned after
depletion of soil fertility. When WNPS stepped in to reforest this
steep denuded hill slope of about 5 acres in extent, the entire
site was completely colonized by the ‘Old World Forked Fern’
Dicranopteris linearis popularly known as Kekilla and repeatedly
set on fire by the local vandals. After every burn Kekilla resprouts
from the subterranean rhyzomes and such fern-lands persists over
long periods as an ecologically arrested plagioclimax community
with other fire tolerant and sun loving shrub species that emerge
through the dense fern thicket.
Since 2016 WNPS has been able to successfully arrest and
reverse this status to slowly bring back the rainforest. In zones A
and B (see diagram) we are in the second lap of the relay floristics
technique where our initially planted fast growing and sun loving
pioneer species such as Kenda, Geduma, Bukenda, Bovitiya etc.
suppressed the Kekilla by cutting off the sunlight which it needs
for survival. Under the shade provided by the pioneer species
we were soon able to introduce early successional forest trees
which are now growing well in Zones A and B. In Zone C however,
where the soil is badly depleted even the pioneer species have not
done too well. We are in negotiation with the National Institute of
Fundamental Studies in Kandy, to enrich the soil by inoculation of a
specially developed biofilm. This is done after testing soil samples

A rainforest lost will take long to cover

Zonation of the site

Field Trial - Zonation for planting
(Total area 2.83 ha)
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from selected areas. During the past year with the COVID
19 pandemic while the forest happily continued to grow,
human intervention was seriously affected. Professors
Gunatilleke were unable to make the trip from
Peradeniya to Dikhena and even our regular workforce
was confined to their homes most of the time.

Change in Advisory Group
It is with some sadness that we have to report that due
to personal reasons Prof. Nimal Gunatilleke, the team will
not be able to continue to help us at Diyakothakanda.
However all is not lost as Prof. Nimal Gunatilleke has
recommended to us another powerful young research
team to continue the work. As the two teams are well
known to each other there will be a seamless transition
from one team to the other.
The new team known as “Ecoserve Research” has very
kindly consented to help us without any consultancy
charges. WNPS has to provide transport and
accommodation during their visits to Diyakothakanda.
Ecoserve is a small collaborative research group
including Prof. Mayuri Wijesinghe, Dr. Himali Ratnayake
(from Dept. of Zoology, Colombo), Dr. Saminda
Fernando (form Dept. Zoology, OUSL), Dr. Hashendra
Kathriararchchi and Amaya Sathurusinghe (Dept. Plant
Sciences, University of Colombo).

Prof. Nimal Gunatilleke handing over to
Dr. Hashendra Kathriarchchi

Nurseries and saplings for
transplanting
Our plant nurseries maintained by the villagers in their
homesteads were not affected by COVID-19. In fact, we
have a good number of specially selected saplings to be
planted according to the plan given by Prof. Gunatlleke.
At Veda Mahattaya’s – the nursery closest to the site,
there were 280 plants ready for transplanting. All these
plants have been shifted to the site and most of them
have been transplanted.
Also, near Veda Mahattaya’s house, many seedlings
were observed under a mother tree of Paraserianthes
(Albizia) and Prof. Gunatilleke instructed to pot as many
of them as possible, for planting in the degraded areas
in zones B and C. These potted saplings after a period
in the nursery have been brought to the site along with
other saplings from the nurseries for transplanting
In Zone A, the general growth of pioneers is particularly
good, shading the ground and adding leaf litter to the
soil, thus helping to improve the soil conditions. The soil
conditions seem to be better near the edge of the natural
forest where intensive transplanting of nursery plants has
been completed as recommended by the advisors.
The coordinator has thinned-out extra stems of Weraniya
bushes at the locations selected for new transplanting, so that
more light is cast on the saplings thus facilitating their growth.
Nursey at Veda Mahattaya’s house
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Work in progress
In Zone B, transplanting of nursery raised plants
continues in suitable areas in accordance with the list
provided by the advisors as recommended.
Bombu (Symplocos sp.) showed good growth even
in the drier sites and more seedlings of bombu along
with Gedumba, Keppettia, Kenda, and ma-dan have
been recommended for future transplanting.
Zone C shows stunted growth of even Weraniya
indicating the harsh environmental conditions,
both above and below-ground in the ridge-top area.

Thinning Weraniya

A separate block with a dense growth of Kekilla was
observed on extreme far right in zone C which needs
special attention in land preparation including the removal
of Kekilla mat, establishment of stone terracing before
restoration begins. This work is currently ongoing.
Another separate block near the large rock on the
top of Zone C needs to be demarcated and intensive
soil improvement methods of lunar terracing, dense
planting with fast growing shrubs like the species of
Tithonia, Gliricidia, Caliandra will be planted with the
Southwest Monsoonal rains. The wild sambur who are
regular visitors to the site have shown a special liking
to Geduma saplings and Bombu has been selected as
the main pioneer to be planted in these areas where
sambhur damage is prevalent.
At the same time, mixed dense planting of species of
Alstonia and Paraserianthes (Albizia) with a spacing of
about 2m x 2m is scheduled to be carried out using
nursery raised plants or wildlings.
We wish to thank the initial sponsors Rotary Club
Colombo West, Teejay Lanka PLC and Bureau Veritas
Consumer Products Services Lanka (Pvt) Ltd, and we
gratefully acknowledge the continued single handed
sponsorship of this ‘Rainforest Initiative’ by Mr. Ajita de
Costa in memory of his late father Mr. Ray de Costa.

Plant nursery at villager’s premises

Removal of Kekilla
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At the same time, removal of Kekilla regrowth in all
three zones by slashing them was carried out as a
priority.
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THE GREEN ISLE
SUB-COMMITTEE REPORT- BELLANWILA –
ATTIDIYA SACTUARY
Committee: Dr Nirmali de Silva (Chair), Prof. Lakdas D Fernando, Devika Wijesinghe Rohana,
Co-opted: Chandrika Gunawardena (Hon. Treasurer), Farzana Khan, Ravindi Galagamamudali, Charith Fernando (Abans),
Chandana Gunasekera, Dr. Iroja Caldera, Dr. Suhada Jayawardena (DWC), Saman Liyanagama (DWC), Bhagya Nanayakkara
					
Co-ordinator: Diluksha Soysa,
Project Advisors and Consultants:
Prof. Siril Wijesundara (National Institute of Fundamental Studies), Prof. L P Jayatissa (University of Ruhuna) and
Dr. Jinie Dela (Primatalogist)

W

etlands are a critical part of our natural
environment. They protect our shores
from wave action, reduce the impacts of
floods, absorb pollutants and improve
water quality. They provide habitat for animals and
plants and many contain a wide diversity of life,
supporting plants and animals that are found nowhere
else.

taken to identified locations and planted.

Bellanwila-Attidiya wetland is situated in suburban
Colombo and gazetted as a sanctuary in 1990. Since
then, the Department of Wildlife Conservation has
been managing the area but the Sanctuary itself got
degraded due to changes in vegetation that occurred
due to the aggressive invasion of Annona Glabra tree
Species and the canal system being polluted with
urban household waste.
Although it was reported that the wetland habitat
gave refuge to many endangered and rare varieties of
butterfly, reptile, mammal and freshwater fish species,
it was hard to observe many of them. Now in the third
year of implementation there have been occasions
where evidence of flora and fauna have emerged after
the clearing and thinning of the Invasive alien species
Annona Glabra from the project site.
The project commenced in June 2019 and the
20-hectare land mass was almost fully covered with
Annona Glabra losing most of its indigenous flora that
was present around 30 years ago.
Earlier in the year, the project suffered due to
the Covid-19 lockdowns that forced the workers
intervention to a minimum and the maintenance of
new plants and nursery was not possible. But soon
after we managed to plant recommended tree species
that were purchased.
The project site has maintained a nursery for saplings
and to care for them until they are planted. The nursery
had to be relocated because of the earth movement
caused by de-siltation of the canal by the SLLDC. From
time to time the plants developed in the nursery are
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On-site Plant Nursery

The barrel bridge that was the main entrance to
the project site had to be re-painted, welded and
repaired to make it safe for people to cross. This was
only a temporary measure as sufficient funds were
not available. The path that we used to walk has
been fragmented and a foot-bridge was erected to
get to the far side of the site. This has caused a lot
of hardship for the workers who are forced to use a
paddle boat for transport.
National Tree Planting Day on November 14th was
commemorated with a 100-tree planting programme
(Planting Hope) conducted by school girls from
Visakha Vidyalaya, Colombo. The Chief Guest on this
occasion was the Chairman, Central Environmental
Authority while the Director, Wildlife Conservation, and
Director, Forest Department were among the Guests of
Honour.
This was a special occasion where 5 saplings of Crudia
Zeylanica were also planted.

“Planting Hope” Tree planting programme

The University of Colombo, Department of Plant
Sciences is assisting us in identifying, tagging and
obtaining growth measurements of the plants that are
now stabilised.

Simultaneously, the workers on the site have been
thinning and clearing the Annona Glabra, watering
and caring for the new plants, maintaining the nursery,
planting healthy saplings and caring for them by
providing shade and watering.
Watering of plants during the dry season is becoming
more and more difficult when the number of plants that
need to be cared for increases. During the monsoon
season, the maintenance of the newly planted saplings
thrives. Currently, water is drawn from the
canal using buckets and the need of a suitable water
pump or a simpler method of watering will be required
for maintenance.
In celebration of the World Wetland Day in February,
a polythene and plastic cleaning programme was
conducted at the Green Isle site. This was assisted by
Young Zoologists Association (YZA), Undergraduates
from the Sabaragamuwa University and the Youth Wing
of the WNPS. A few members of the public from the
neighbourhood also joined.
The collected trash was segregated and collected
by ‘Cleantech’ to be taken for further processing and
disposal.

Colombo University helping to identify and tag

Water quality measurement and assessment of
climate change will be a project being looked at by the
Scientists from the University of Colombo, Faculty of
Science, when the University undergraduates resume
physical field work.
In December, three school boys from the
neighbourhood attending British School and Wesley
College applying for a Duke of Edinburgh award
planted 50 trees including Samadara a shrub that
is usually gathered from the wild to treat a range of
medical conditions.

The project site is open to any community activity
within the objectives of the project, research and
educational activities and donation and planting of tree
saplings.
The project site was one landmass when WNPS
took over the planned work. The site had two large
ponds within the area. Now the landmass has been
fragmented so that the conveyance for the site work
has become difficult. Although a barrel bridge that
gives access to the land is stowed away in the evening
to allow the passage of water, hyacinth and salvinia
grow freely along the canal, the large canals dug within
the land has caused a major problem to the only mode
of transport we have which is a paddle boat.
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Tree planting on 19th December by 3 school boys

SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS

Polythene and plastic cleaning programme

Despite the difficulties due to the Covid-19 pandemic
and the fragmentation of the landmass, the project
has seen a great improvement in the faunal sightings
of some rare migrant birds, varieties of fish, butterflies,
mammals and reptiles. Some of the trees planted in
2019 have started to bear fruit and most shrubs are
flowering. Also assisted natural regeneration of plants
has been evident.
We wish to thank LG- Abans for their kind sponsorship
that has allowed WNPS to realise many of the
objectives of the project.
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Committee: Graham Marshall (Chair), Maxime Wickramasinghe
Co-opted: Dr. Malik Fernando, Dr. Jagath Gunawardana, Anne Amaratunga, Aindri Morahella, Sharon D’ Silva,
Medisha Gunawardene, Susantha Udagedara, Samangi Alawattegama, Bhagya Nanayakkara

Anawilundawa Accelerated Mangrove
Regeneration Project
The WNPS has been working in partnership with
the DWC and the Wayamba University of Sri Lanka
to restore 40 hectares of abandoned prawn farms.
These were once pristine mangrove habitats in
the Anawilundawa RAMSAR wetlands. Despite
the challenges of the Pandemic, this project has
progressed well as planned.
Hemas Consumer Brands was the first to respond to the
proposals and come on board as sponsor partners of the
project with the WNPS and has reached out to meet the
expenses of the chief research officer employed by the
WNPS. Hemas also cover the expenses of the scientific
team based at site. In addition, Hemas Consumer Brands
will take on the regeneration of mangroves in a block of
3,5 Hectares in extent.
Lanka Environment Foundation have come in as
sponsors of some of the main scientific equipment

and Hayleys Advantis Ltd will donate a fully custom
designed convertainer to be used as the site office.
CSIRO The Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial
Research organization of Australia has donated a
Weather station for use at the site.
Scientific activity has already commenced and the
Research Officer has been recruited and is currently
on site. Baseline mapping of the flora and fauna in the
surrounding habitats have been completed. This study
revealed some interesting findings : E.g. The existence
of the Palm Mangrove species Nypa Fruticans.
Baseline soil parameters such as PH, salinity and
temperature have also been completed.
The initial nursery with 5000 plants, comprising of 8
identified species of true mangrove has been set up at
the site. The growth of these plants is monitored very
closely by measuring heights, leaf width and length. In
addition, plants are monitored closely for survival rates
and challenges such as insect attack and disease.

Young mangrove saplings in the plant nursery
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MARINE SUB COMMITTEE REPORT

SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS
REPORTS
SUB-COMMITTEE

Ground survey of the area conducted by the SL Navy

Response to the X-Press Pearl disaster
It was very unfortunate that there were two major
shipping disasters in the Seas of Sri Lanka within a
period of 8 months, namely the MT New Diamond
and X-Press Pearl, which occurred in Sep 2020 and
May 2021 respectively. The latter was unquestionably
Sri Lanka’s worst marine disaster in history. What
was most threatening in the ship’s cargo, were large
quantities of hazardous chemicals which included
Nitric Acid, and low density Polyethylene(LDPE) pellets
commonly called Nurdles. The damage to marine flora
and fauna would be extensive and to a great extent,
unknown for a long time. The tiny nurdles posed a
threat not only in the ocean, but to marine related
ecosystems such as beaches, mangrove habitats, river
mouths and salt marshes. What compounded the
issue was the duration of this threat, which according
to most experts, could last hundreds of years due to
the non-bio degradable nature of LDPE.

Monitoring the health and growth of the mangrove plants

A very complex and critical facet of the project is the
hydrology study which comprises the land survey depth
assessments of the canal and contour mapping of each
block. It is based on this that the bunds and waterways
will be constructed to ensure that the optimum amount
of water is supplied to each block from the Dutch Canal,
the main water source to the project.
The WNPS is very grateful to the Hydrology unit of the
Sri Lanka Navy for reaching out to facilitate this very
complex and specialized exercise.
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The WNPS evaluated many avenues of responding
meaningfully to this disaster, under the guidance
Prof Sevvandi Jayakody, Chairperson of the National
Expert committee on the Conservation of Sustainable
Utilization of mangrove ecosystems in Sri Lanka,
and Dr Malik Fernando, Conchologist, expert in
Mollusks and Marine Conservationist. Dr Malik was
also a Past President of the WNPS. Together we
embarked on a citizens science project to map the
distribution and density of nurdles washed ashore in
marine ecosystems. This project was initiated by the
Marine Environment Protection Agency (MEPA), in
collaboration with the National Aquatic Resources
Research and Development Agency (NARA),
Department of Wildlife Conservation (DWC). Ministry of
Forests, Biodiversity Secretariat and the Ocean Affairs
Division of the Foreign Ministry.

Whilst it was a challenge to get participation during the
pandemic, due to restriction on mobility, we were still able
to get 76 participants who had access to marine habitats.
This project was followed by another study in
collaboration with the University of Wayamba. The aim of
the project was to understand the Socio Economic impact
of the disaster amongst the marine communities, and the
level of the impact of nurdle pollution, with the objective
of minimizing the impact in the years ahead.

Marine Chats
The series of Marine chats continued with some very
engaging sessions in on topics of vital importance
to Marine Conservationist. Mr Arjan Rajasuriya, a
well known marine conservationist and coral expert
delivered a very in-depth lecture on Corals of the
North, the an area which he had worked in for many
years. Mr Susantha Udagedara, conservationist, diver
and expert in Seagrasses talked about the vital but
lesser known Seagrasses and the endangered Dugong
in a chat on Sea Grasses of Sri Lanka.
There were two marine related topics that were
featured in the WNPS Monthly lecture series.
The first was by Anouk Illangakoon, renowned Scientist
and Marine Mammal expert on the topic- When
Marine Mammals come ashore. This was particularly
relevant after the many reported cases of Marine
Mammals coming ashore post the X-Press Pearl
disaster and other incidents of Marine Mammals

coming ashore over the last few years.
Another lecture in the series of WNPS Monthly
lectures was on the Conservation of Shipwrecks.
This lecture was organized in collaboration with the
Sub Aqua club to educate stakeholders such as fishing
communities and dive centers around the island on
the importance shipwrecks on their livelihoods and to
ensure that any threats to shipwrecks were negated.
It was a first time the lecture was conducted in two
languages, Sinhala and English.
Mr Dharshana Jayawardene, Technical Diver, Cave
diver and Underwater Explorer, Rasika Muthukumarana
Director Marine Archeology Unit Central Cultural
Fund, Arjan Rajasuriya -Coral Ecologist, IUCN Marine
Program, Chatu Munasinghe, Marine Biologist and
Lecturer Dept of Zoology, faculty of Science University
of Peradeniya delivered excellent insights into the
scientific and economic aspects of Shipwrecks.
The Marine chats were sponsored by Kumarika, a
brand of Hemas Holdings PLC
A study to observe and document the re-colonisation
of the rocky shore by biota following the burial
of rocks by sand during the Beach Nourishment
program in 2020 was commenced. This was led by
experts Dr Malik Fernando on Marine Biota and Dr
Jagath Gunawardena on Seabirds. Undergraduate
students studying conservation and related areas are
participants in this ongoing project.

Observing and documenting of the re-colonisation of the rocky shore by biota following the burial of rocks by sand during the Beach Nourishment
program in 2020
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Burning of the X-Press Pearl

SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS

WILD CATS SUB-COMMITTEE REPORT
Committee: Spencer Manuelpillai (Co-Chair), Jehan CanagaRetna, Zaineb Akbarally
Co-opted: Prof. Enoka Kudavidanage (Co-Chair), Ashinsa de Silva Wijeyeratne, Bhagya Nanayakkara, Pavithra Attanayake,
Rukshan Jayewardene, Sethil Muhandiram, Deepthi Bulankulame

T

he work of the Wildcats subcommittee revolved mostly
around the apex predator the Leopard in the year 2021.
Having gone through one of the worst years for the
leopard with a record number of killing in the year 2020,
much of the focus was on the Sri Lankan Leopard.
The highlight of the year was the declaration in collaboration
with the DWC of the 1st of August as the Sri Lanka Leopard Day.
The day were commemorated mostly with the media campaign
launched to draw the attention to the predicaments the leopards
were facing in sri Lanka. The multiple peaks of the pandemic
restricted the groundwork planned at the previous Cat Chats.
The inaugural Sri Lanka Leopard day was celebrated with an
online Cat Chat hosted by Dr Sriyani Miththapala which brought
together nearly 30 wildcats researchers, interest groups and
individuals. As the outcome of the Cat Chat Dr Miththapala
compiled a 4 point action plan which is now at implementation
stage;
1. To increase knowledge generation about the Sri Lankan leopard;
2. To conserve leopards by using a landscape approach;
3. To create awareness about the ecological and economic
importance of the Sri Lankan leopard to a wide range of
stakeholders;
4. To carry out capacity building of government officers and
communities.

44

SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS
Signing of the leopard research and conservation agreement with LOLC

An extensive media campaign was developed with the
assistance of Sarva Integrated as a lead up to the Leopard
Day. An exercise carried out using audited figures of
Gate, Jeep and Hotel revenues based on 2019 figures for
Yala Block 1 determined the value of a single Sri Lankan
Leopard at a conservative figure of Rs 49 Million.
Several social media campaign were carried out to
control the jeep and visitor behavior particularly at Yala.
The grassroot training programs to educate the
community leaders at the Plantations was launched in
2021 and paused due to restrictions brought about by
the multiple waves of the Pandemic. The program would
recommence from May 2022.

Prof. Enoka Kudavidanage, Lead Scientist explaining the project to
the audience

Establishment of a Multi-Regional Monitoring System
for the Conservation of the Sri Lankan Leopard in
Partnership with LOLC.
The society in partnership with LOLC Holdings PLC, Sri
Lanka’s leading and largest diversified conglomerate
is establishing a network of specialized leopard
conservation locations and research centers across
identified geographically important areas, within
Sri Lanka. These Research Centres will focus on
understanding the species function in populations
or meta-populations that exist at much larger scales
than individual management units, at a regional level.
Through this initiative, the WNPS hopes to create
common knowledge and a data-sharing platform
to drive leopard research in the country. With the
establishment of these Research Centres nationwide,
smaller monitoring efforts will be easily integrated into
larger programs and databases. It will enable scientists
and conservationists access wider sets of data to
understand leopard behavior nationwide. The Society is
grateful to LOLC for coming on board for an initial period
of 5 years for this Islandwide study.

Leapard awareness program at Bambarakale estate
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WILD KIDS SUB-COMMITTEE REPORT
Committee: Devika Wijesinghe Rohana (Chair), Tami Flamer-Caldera,
Co-opted: Upekshi Perera, Dilhani Agalawatte, Dillai Joseph, Reihan Stephen

Winning image of the Backyard Wildlife Photo competition
Pic by Nadal Aaron Senapala

T

he WIld Kids subcommittee just completed
2 years at WNPS with a rapid expansion. The
main reason for its success was the continuous
activities that kept the kids engaged through
the pandemic and the long lockdown.

Educational Events

The monthly zoom events were mainly focused on
giving kids an opportunity to connect with nature in
their own environment due to restriction of movement.

Nature Trek – A virtual wetland walk that took the kids
through a wetland giving detailed information of the habitat.

The programs organized were diverse, they were
educational, entertaining and competitive.

Under Water Explorer – Was conducted by Dharshana
Jayawardena an award winning under water explorer. A
record number of kids participated in the online event that
took them on a journey to the unknown ocean depth.
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Ethical Clicks – An online photography workshop
held for kids in creating awareness on ethics and
techniques of Wildlife Photography.

Let’s Save the World and make it a better place –
showcased feeling and emotions of animals and plants
through drama.

Entertainment
Oceans and Jungles – Conducted by Stagecraft was a
fun filled event with a lot of singing, dancing and acting
all related to the ocean and the jungles.
‘Yakek Kanna Badagini’ - A strong Conservation
message was passed on through folklore by Power of
Play using puppets.

Competitions
Backyard Wildlife Photography Competition – Online
photography competition is a favorite among the Wild
Kids members of over 350 kids. They participated and
4 weekly winners were selected. Out of the weekly
winners an overall winner was selected.

Rock Painting Competition – commemorating
Children’s Day, a Rock painting competition was
organized. It was encouraging to see the enthusiasm of
the participants. Two winners were selected from two
age categories.
Year 2022 started off with outdoor activities with
removal of travel restrictions.
Wetland Walk – commemorating World’s Wetland Day
Wild kids organized a Wetland Walk at Diyasaru Park
in Thalawathugoda. Over 60 kids participated in the
program and it was facilitated by The Young Zoologists
from the Colombo University.
Nature Through Art – Wild Kids conducted an Art
Workshop and competition for 25 kids from 5 schools. The
event was initiated and hosted by The Fox Resorts Jaffna.
Seylan Bank -Tikiri became the official banking partner
for Wild Kids and will enable to initiate more programs
to engage kids in Nature related activities.
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Eco Worriers – Talked about beautiful Sri Lanka and
how to protect our island from plastic pollution.
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WNPS DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVE’S (DR)
PROGRAM
Committee: Jehan CanagaRetna (Chair), Dr. Hemantha Perera
Co-opted: Priyanwada Rathnayake, Chandika Wickremathileke, Keerthanaram Thanabalasingam, Rohantha Samarasinghe and
Ashan Wijetilleke (Coordinator)

W

NPS’s DR Program is one the of 3 core operational areas mandated by the WNPS Constitution.
Currently the DR Program includes 31 Representatives from all 25 districts, who meet once a month
through the regional meetings organized by WNPS.

The objective of the Program is to:
• Provide effective WNPS representation in every district
• Have a ‘finger on the pulse’ on regional conservation issues and challenges, especially around the 		
human-wildlife conflict, deforestation, illegal land-grabbing of wildlife habitats, smuggling threats of 		
flora and fauna etc.
• Collaborate with other WNPS Subcommittees and assist in carrying out the WNPS conservation agenda
• Collaborate with the private sector and other government entities, to bring about conservation outcomes
in their designated districts
• Assist the WNPS in growing their member base and finding suitable conservation-minded locals to join the Society
During the year, the following activities were carried
out by the DR Program in 2021.
A leopard education and awareness program was
conducted in Bambarakalle Estate, part of the Hayley’s
Plantations in the Nuwara Eliya District. With August 1st now
commemorated as National Leopard Day in Sri Lanka, an
initiative led by the WNPS in 2020, part of the related activity
of this initiative is to conduct education and awareness
programs in the Hill Country. 25 estate workers from the
Thalawi, Thalawa, Watchers, Field officers and community
leaders were chosen from the Estate for this program.
Recently, most Leopard killings in Sri Lanka have occurred in
hill country estates due to the use of illegal snares. However,
what has been established is that Leopard killings are on the
rise, and we cannot ignore the increase in global demand
for Leopard and other big-cat body parts to meet the needs
of the illegal wildlife trade. Workshops and awareness

Leopard awareness program and Bambarakalle estate
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programs are key in fighting this spate of killings and WNPS
is committed to protecting Sri Lanka’s Leopards, which are an
endangered iconic species.
Another program that was completed was the Ghost
Fishing Net Clearing Project at Senanayake Samudra
in Gal Oya National Park (NP), Ampara District. The
DWC office at Gal Oya notified WNPS Gal Oya District
Representative of a pressing issue impacting wildlife
in and around Senanayake Samudra, earlier this
year. Abandoned fishing gear including nylon fishing
nets and plastic-floaters discarded by fishermen
was proving to be a major threat to wildlife including
crocodiles, birds, pangolins, turtles, and other species.
WNPS wasted no time and raised the required funds
to organize a clean-up project in collaboration with
the Department of Wildlife Conservation (DWC) to
clear-up the abandoned nets and other debris which
are a hazard to wildlife. As part of this initiative several
awareness projects are also being conducted in the
area to educate the local fisherman on the harmful
impacts of abandoning their fishing gear in the hope of
creating a more responsible fishing community.
A third program was a school awareness program
in collaboration with WNPS Youth Wing that was
conducted at the Royal International School in
the Kurunegala District. This educational program
was conducted for 47 students in grades 7-10 of
the school focusing on the theme of “Inspiring
Tomorrow’s Environmental Leaders”. The program was
executed in collaboration with the Kurunegala District
Representatives and WNPS Youth Wing. The students
were provided an insightful and engaging introduction
to WNPS’s Restoration of a Rainforest (ROAR) Project
at Diyakotha Kanda, which is a landmark conservation

SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS
Removal of ghost fishing nets at Senanayake Samudra in Gal Oya NP

project conducted by WNPS, led by WNPS’ Professor
Lakdas and Professors Nimal and Savithri Gunatilleke,
employing the scientific technique of Relay Floristics to
regenerate degraded rainforests. This is a sustainable
model for Sri Lanka on reforestation of a rainforest
using a mixture of early and late successional species
with a strong representation of native species which
links conservation, science, community development,
education and youth. An interactive discussion was also
held on the difference between ‘Weather’ and ‘Climate’.
A key initiative that the DR program has got involved
with is the collaboration with Hemas Manufacturing
(Pvt) Ltd to protect our endemism in the country with
a focus for the conservation of biological diversity, or
biodiversity. The key reasons for this project are: (a)
reduce mortality by protecting their existing habitats
(b) enrich their habitats to increase breeding patterns.
Sri Lanka has species such as mammals, reptiles,
fishes, amphibians, butterflies, birds, primates and
flora that are endemic to our country. It is important to
showcase our rich biodiversity and thereby make such
locations tourist hotspots for nature base tourism in the
country. We appreciate the efforts and collaboration of
the team from Hemas and the organization for making
it their DNA to conserve our endemics and other
conservation programs in the country.

Erected canopy bridge on the Inamaluwa-Sigiriya road

Currently, the DR’s have completed 8 projects with two
more to be completed in the month of April 2022. A
few of these projects that were completed are:
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Table of projects completed under the WNPS / Hemas Endemic project
Location

Project / Endemic Species

Activity

Eastern Sinharaja

Poppy's Shrub Frog
(Pseudophilautus poppiae)

Awareness through sign boards

Ruanakanda

Red Slender Loris (Loris
tardigradus)

Enhance the habitat by planting
relevant flora

Ruanakanda

Hump-nosed lizard (Lyriocephalus
scutatus)

Enhance the habitat by planting
relevant flora

Ruanakanda

Cherry Barb Fish (Puntius Titteya)

Enhance the habitat by planting
relevant flora in the water

Kottawa

Jonklaas's loach
(Lepidocephalichthys jonklaasi) also Awareness through sign boards
called the Spotted Loach (Fish)

Inamaluwa-Sigiriya road (Dambulla)

Purple-faced leaf monkey
(Semnopithecus vetulus)

Canopy bridge. To help them cross
without being run over

Planting of Ran dotalu trees in 4
locations.

Ran Dotalu tree (Loxococcus
rupicola). Sooriyakanda,
Badurueliya, Manikyawatte,
Kalugala,

Forming Plant Nurseries

Kurukkulmadam, Batticaloa district

Sri Lanka Wood Shrike
(Tephrodornis affinis)

Clean-up program in
Kurukkulmadam Bird Sanctuary and
sign board for awareness

Gannoruwa Forest Reserve,
Gannoruwa

Ivory ornamental Tarantula
(Poecilotheria subfusca). Harmless
Tarantula

Public awareness programs about
the species

Lunugamvehera – to be completed

Sri Lankan Birdwing (Troides
darsius) - butterfly

A butterfly garden with their larval food
plant ‘Sapsanda’ (Aristolochia indica)
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BUNGALOWS SUBCOMMITTEE
Committee: Jehan CanagaRetna (Co-Chair)
Co-opted: Nishantha de Costa (Co-Chair), Chanaka Kulatunga, Rahula Dassenaieke and Ashan Wijetilleke
SUMMARY OF BUNGALOW ACCOUNTS FOR THE PAST 5 YEARS
BUNGALOW

T

2017

2018

2019

2020

2021

Yala

228,000

110,235

(92,670)

(173,795)

(201,552)

Wilpattu

(11,000)

204,000

173,000

(91,642)

(87,774)

Udawalawe

126,000

(54,287)

(11,370)

48,262

2,198

Net Profit/(Loss)

343,000

259,948

68,960

(217,175)

(287,128)

Source: AGM reports of the WNPS

he Bungalow operation was a negative for a few key reasons; there was a cost of repairs of Rs. 333,459/charged against the Yala bungalow accounts, whilst the Wilpattu bungalow also had a cost of Rs. 87,774/charged against expenses to finalize the legal documentation of the bungalow. The Committee believes
that leasing out the bungalow but yet provide the membership the amenities and membership discounts
that they would anyway obtain if the Society managed the bungalow, would be a financial advantage. All bungalow bookings for members need to be made through the office.

Udawalawe

We have signed a lease agreement for 5 years on this bungalow which ends in 2023. However, due to the
pandemic lockdown, the utilization of the bungalow in 2021 had been minimal. Members are kindly urged to
utilize the bungalow at the concessionary rates when booking through the office, to enjoy the wilds of Udawalawe
and Lunugamvehera National Parks.

Wilpattu

This bungalow was available for visitors until July 2020. But it is now temporarily unavailable due to ongoing
renovations. The Society has been struggling to finalize the lease agreement with the Land Ministry mainly due to
the continued on and off closure of the Divisional Secretariat in Nochchiyagama. We finally see the light at the end
of the tunnel and hope to conclude the agreement by the time of the AGM in May 2022. Once legal documentation
concluded, we will make representation to sign the lease agreement / MOU with the chosen party to renovate and
manage the property. Unfortunately, we believe that the property will be closed at least for another year.
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Palatupana (Yala)

The Yala bungalow which was renovated through membership donations and funding from the Society’s
finances that opened in April 2021, is now seeing a reasonable number of bookings. However, with never-ending
closures due to the pandemic, utilization by its membership have not seen its full potential. The bungalow
currently provides electricity through a solar panel system but the Society is in active discussion with the CEB
of Hambantota to obtain its own electricity through the grid. The upgrade of this bungalow was made possible
by the technical and architectural expertise of Mr. Romesh Fonseka, the watchful eye of Committee Member’s
Rahula Dassenaieke and Jehan CanagaRetna. A special appreciation should be mentioned to Mr. Sriyan de Silva
Wijeyeratne who donated 1/3 of the total renovation cost along with a fair amount of members that donated
another 1/3 of the cost.
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Committee: Spencer Manuelpillai (Chair), Jehan CanagaRetna, Zaineb Akberally, Prof Sampath Seneviratne, Dev Wijewardena
Co-opted: Rukshan Jayewardene,

THE LECTURE SERIES

T

he Lecture series remained as an online
event throughout the year in 2021. The
unsettled conditions of the pandemic
warranted that we take adequate
precautions and avoid gatherings. In hindsight
the decision to remain as an online session
throughout turned out to be a prudent one with
series of spikes experienced with the spread of
various mutations of the Covid virus.

One of the highlights was
hosting the legendary Dr
Jane Goodall in the June 2021
Lecture. The delivery of her
lecture touched the hearts of
more than 5000 who tuned into
watch her.
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As always all difficult situations offers opportunities, and
the great opportunity that the society was able create
was to invite global experts on Conservation related
matters to share their wealth of knowledge with the
large following built up for the WNPS monthly lecture.
One of the highlights was hosting the legendary Dr
Jane Goodall in June 2021 Lecture. The delivery of her
lecture touched the hearts of more than 5000 who
tuned into watch her. The society partnered the High
Commission of Canada which facilitated resources from
Canada and the Maldives to deliver the lectures on
Plastic Pollution and Unsustainable Fishing Practices.
The monthly lecture series has been a starting point
for many conservation initiatives, the issues and the
in-depth information presented by the panel has
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inspired initiatives which have now evolved to projects
and action points. The pre and post lecture media
coverage draws the public attention to conservation
issues which are addressed through the lecture series.
The video recordings of all lectures are hosted on the
WNPS website and could be viewed by those who
miss out on the live event.
The Society is extremely the grateful to the panel of
speakers who share their time and knowledge freely
to spread the knowledge amongst the thousands who
tune into the WNPS Lectures.
We appreciate the partnership extended by the Nations Trust Bank over the last 5 years as the exclusive
partner of the Lecture series.

Topic

Guest Speaker

January

Leopard Human Coexistence - Insights from Jawai India

Shatrunjay Pratap Singh

February

From Woodies to Plovers: an untold story of our national identity

Prof. Sampath S. Seneviratne

March

Oceans in Peril: plastic pollution and unsustainable fishing practices

Laura Hardman and Sophika
Kostyniuk

May

Conserving Horton Plains: What the Science Tells Us

Dr Rohan Pethiyagoda

June

“Empowering young people to make the world a better place by
caring for the world they inhabit and living sustainable lifestyles.”

Dr Jane Goodall

July

When human-wildlife conflicts involve an iconic species

Dr Desley Whisson

August

Protection, Conservation & Future challenges

Prof Sarath Kotagama

September

Asian Elephant conservation: The long road ahead

Nilanga Jayasinghe

October

Monkey Kingdom in peril

Prof Wolfgang Dittus

November

Responsible Wildlife Photography

Buddhilini de Soyza

December

When Marine Mammals Come Ashore

Anouk Ilangakoon

FIELD TRIPS
During the year, both Fazry Ibrahim and Ashan
Wijetilleke coordinated and organized the field trips for
the Society. In spite of the Covid19 pandemic and the
continuous lockdowns, we managed to organize three
field trips in 2021 in the latter part of the year. Field trips
are a key source of income to help meet some of the
administration costs of the Society.
In addition to the usual WNPS rules and regulations for
field trips, the Society also included the requirement

of being fully vaccinated and carrying the vaccination
card by all participants for the field trip. Whilst this
did not meet the satisfaction of a few members, the
majority membership requested that we have this as
a rule. The idea of our field trips whilst being a source
of recreation for a lot, is also meant to be an education
in wildlife and conservation. We thank all those that
continuously participate in our field trips and welcome
any suggestions to improve our services.

FIELD TRIPS CONDUCTED IN 2021
Month

Venue

Resource Person

Accommodation

April 24th to 26th

Wilpattu

Fazry Ibrahim

Wilpattu Tree House

November 28th to 29th

Yala & Bundala

Kasun Dayananda

Society Bungalow

December 17th to 19th

Kahandamodara

Sanka Abeysinghe

Back of Beyond

MEMBERS’ GATHERINGS
As in 2021, there were no Members’ gatherings organized due to the pandemic of Covid 19. We hope that 2022 will
bring about a change and hope to host a membership gathering during the ongoing year.
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INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
Summary
From a technology perspective, the last year was one of consolidation where the WNPS continued to adopt the
technology platforms that had been introduced in the previous year. This also included refining internal processes
where documentation continued to be migrated into our cloud platforms to ensure secure storage. We have
also started introducing technology-based solutions to projects with the aim of speeding up otherwise manual
processes. Hopefully this will continue and technology will influence more of our day-to-day tasks.
I would like to thank eBeyonds and Vishmitha for their ongoing support of the website and email platforms that
are currently used by the WNPS.

The WNPS Website

Technology in the field

The website hasn’t changed significantly through the
year. The main call out would be the integration with
Dialog’s Star Point system which allows people to
donate their star points to the WNPS. This integration
has been on the cards for some time but had kept
stalling. We were able to push these changes through
in June of last year and allow people to donate.

WNPS has started applying technology-based
solutions for project work conducted in the field. After
the Xpress Pearl disaster, the marine subcommittee
ran a citizen science project encouraging people
to submit their finding in regards to the nurdle
distribution. Initial thoughts around this were to
use a paper form to gather the information and a
disconnected process to upload/submit photographs
to the team via box. This proposal was replaced by a
google forms-based solution which allowed users to
submit their findings via a mobile device along with the
associated photographs.

From a structural perspective the site hasn’t changed
much since last year but we are in the process
of rolling out an online store which would allow
merchandise and other goods to be purchased and
paid for online.

Zoom
The use of Zoom has been widely adopted by the
WNPS with most meetings, workshops, lectures and
presentations being run on the platform. This has given
us the ability to tap into people and skills from around the
globe which we would not have had access to previously.
A number of speakers at our monthly lectures over
the last year were based overseas and include Dr Jane
Goodall, Ami Vitale and Dr. Desley Whisson.
The technology allows us to stream our lectures
across social media platforms and attract and engage
a wider audience previously out of our reach.

Email
The society switched to a new platform to be used
for email campaigns targeting our membership as the
previous solution was unable to provide the tools and
guarantee performance that we expected. The new
platform gives us more flexibility in terms of creating
customised content and newsletters while providing
us with performance statistics on how our campaigns
worked.
The back-office team continue to use Microsoft’s Office 365
for their productivity tools and storage requirements.
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Google forms also provided the team with a
spreadsheet containing all the responses allowing
for it to be filtered and sorted as required. The move
to technology-based solution saved the WNPS a
significant amount of time which would have otherwise
been spent transferring responses from forms into a
spreadsheet and then manually linking the related
images after searching for them on drop box.
The HEC team also used google forms to gather
submissions for the photography competition that was
run to commemorate world elephant day.
Hopefully this trend will continue over the next few years and
allow the WNPS to work more efficiently and effectively.

LORIS Editorial Committee:
Sarasi Wijeratne – Editor, Rukshan Jayawardene, Prof. Sampath Seneviratne, Arefa Tehsin and Jehan CanagaRetna (Ex-Officio)
Warana / Waranam Editorial Committee:
Sanjaya Weerakkody – Editor, Prof. Sampath Seneviratne, Jehan CanagaRetna (Ex-Officio)

T

he three publications of the Society are fully funded by our longstanding partnership with NTB. We thank
them for enabling the Society to take the word of science and conservation to the peoples’ fingertips as all
our publications are now available on our website. We are also in the process indexing the LORIS journal
by author and subject, and hope to complete this project by mid-2022.

LORIS
Sarasi Wijeratne, the Editor of the
Journal has done a stupendous task in
changing the look of the journal and
publishing the relevant journals during
the year. Accordingly, Volume 29, Issue
3 (flock of seagulls in flight on the
shores of Pesalai in the Mannar district)
and Volume 29, Issue 4 (Rewatha,
the majestic tusker that was killed in
Kakeriwa, in the Anuradhapura District)
were published in June and December
2021 respectively. A thank you to
Sarasi for tirelessly and painstakingly
in an honorary capacity, working to
ensure that the Society publish the allimportant Journal every six months.

WARANA / WARANAM
Unfortunately, due to varying issues and
difficulties, the Editor has not been able to
finalize the 2021 journals. The silver lining is
that the Editor confirms that the combined
Volume 11, Issue 6 and Volume 12, Issue
1 has been sent to print and will be ready
prior to the AGM in May 2022. He is also
working on the June 2022 Volume 12; Issue
2 as this AGM report was being completed.
We appreciate the work done by the Editor
Sanjaya who has been providing his time
also in an honorary capacity.
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JUNGLE TELEGRAPH
The Jungle Telegraph (JT’s) is the
Society’s quarterly newsletter
which is prepared by Bhagya
Nanayakkara, our Senior Research
Executive. The JT as we fondly
call it is the summary of the work
being done by the Society’s SubCommittee’s and also is shared
on our LORIS platform in order
that the Committee’s work is
recorded for future generations.
A special thank to Bhagya for
diligently compiling the JT.

“WANAPETHA HANDA NAGAI”
(Explanation of the Wilderness) – by Supun Lahiru
Prakash
Conservationist Supun Lahiru Prakash, who is also
a member of the Society’s HEC Sub-Committee,
published this book with the support of a few notable
contributors. The Society provided the funding to
print 1000 copies of the book. The 80-page book
in the Sinhala language, is aimed for the education
of young adults from the age of about 18 years to
about 25 has been distributed to School libraries and
other education institutions. Supun, who is also an
environmental journalist, completed his Bachelors’
degree at the University of Sabaragamuwa, his Masters
in Environmental Management at the University of Sri
Jayewardenepura and is currently enrolled in a PHD
program at the College of Forestry, Guangxi University
in China. We thank him for his continued contribution to
wildlife conservation.
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Committee: Spencer Manuelpillai (Chair), Zaineb Akbarally, Dev Wijewardane

T

he combined efforts on the digital platforms
and mainstream media immensely
supported the Society to create awareness
on environmental issues, share knowledge,
induce action and resolve issues. The mainstream
media assisted greatly in addressing some of the
critical conservation battles in 2021. The fearless
reporting by our friends in the media played a pivotal
role in rallying the conservation community.
A case in point is the attempt to smuggle baby
elephants from the Minneriya National Park. The
incident highlighted in the Sunday Times brought
to light the re-emergence of smuggling of baby
elephants. Following up with the media exposure, the

DWC initiated legal action which is currently being
heard at Kakirawa courts.
The society has over the years built a very strong
following on all its social media platforms, the growth
has been achieved organically hence ensuring the
base we have is a qualitative audience from around
the world. The platforms have been used effectively for
a series of campaigns. All touch points of both digital
and traditional media has been fully leveraged to drive
the conservation cause.
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DIGITAL MEDIA AND PUBLICITY
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The various environmental days are used as focal
points to raise much needed awareness of the
importance of respective species, natural resource and
habitat. The society declared the month of February
as the Wetland month to draw attention and drive
awareness of the critical importance of the Wetlands
in Sri Lanka. The collaboration and partnership with
the annual Colombo Fashion Week enhanced the
opportunity to drive this message strongly with multi
media exposure.

A weekly column titled “The Environmental
Messenger” was launched in partnership with “The
Morning” newspaper with weekly contributions from a
team of authors taking up key conservation issues.
The society enjoys the cooperation by all media
owners and journalists who have continued their
generous support through out the year.
We extend our sincere appreciation to CJ and team
Sarva who have assisted us with creative support
for all key campaigns. Thank you to our former Hon
General Secretary Rohan Wijesinha who assists with
his writing skills with media releases.
We invite members with creative design and writing
skills to join us and extend your support to further the
conservation efforts and to effectively fight our battles to
save our precious environment, the little we are left with.
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The awareness programs carried out include our
constant drive to promote ethical wildlife photography,
initially amongst our members and general public at
large. A series of 10 animated videos were created and
used via platforms which reached over a million Sri
Lankans. The effective and timely action taken on both
social and mass media prevented a near disaster in
Mannar recently and put a stop to the use of drones in
conservation sensitive areas.
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FUNDRAISING SUB-COMMITTEE REPORT
Committee: Jehan CanagaRetna (Chair), Sriyan de Silva Wijeyeratne, Dilshan Hettiaratchi,
Prof. Lakdas Fernando and Spencer Manuelpillai

D

espite the tough times in 2020 and 2021, the Society managed a raise funds, thereby significantly increasing the project base work of the Society. A total of Rs. 18.12m was collected in the financial year when
compared to the Rs. 11.1m to the year before, a 38% increase in corporate sponsorship. On top of the
corporate sponsorship, members and other individuals provided another Rs. 3.5m donations to various
projects of the society.
The key criteria of collections continued with the same thumb rule established in 2019: any WNPS project had
to have a committee member heading with 10% of the total to be kept for general administration expenses. The
Society has continuously been in the “black” for the last 6 years, proving that sound financial management and
corporate ethics on top of hard work is the key to a successful organization.
US Forest Services

Donation

6,144,578.00

Youth Wing

Hemas Manufacturing

Sponsorship

2,340,000.00

Anawilundawa Wetland Project

Nations Trust Bank PLC

Sponsorship

1,644,000.00

Public lectures (Zoom) & LORIS

Abans Plc

Sponsorship

1,600,000.00

Green Isle Project

Donation

1,500,000.00

Anawilundawa Wetland Project

Mr. Ajita De Costa

Sponsorship

1,000,000.00

ROAR Project

Sampath Bank Plc

Sponsorship

774,920.00

Admin & Educational Awareness

John Keells Office Automation

Sponsorship

732,000.00

Elephant Light Repel
System

Mr. Sunder Chanrai

Donation

587,287.50

Elephant Light Repel
System

Anonymous

Donation

462,765.00

Legal Fund

SPA Ceylon

Sponsorship

300,000.00

Elephant Light Repel
System

D. L. F. De Saram

Donation

293,750.00

Dung beetle Project

Mr. Kunal Amalean

Donation

290,000.00

Elephant Light Repel
System

Colombo Jewelers

Sponsorship

200,000.00

Elephant Light Repel
System

Mr. Sriyan de Silva Wijeyeratne

Donation

200,000.00

Yala - Bungalow
Renovation

Mr. Rahula Dassenaieke

Donation

200,000.00

Yala - Bungalow
Renovation

North American Association for
Environmental Education

Donation

198,400.00

Prize for 2021 Youth Innovation Challenge ($ 1,000)

Big Cat Rescue Corp, USA

Donation

193,740.00

Wildcat Project ($ 1,000)

Hemas Manufacturing

Donation

153,899.00

Marine - Freezer

Anonymous

Donation

150,000.00

Children’s Story Book - Youth Wing

Don Carolis & Sons

Donation

130,000.00

DWC Insurance Policy

Mr. Buddika Aluwihare

Donation

103,400.00

Gal Oya

Sponsorship

100,000.00

Wild Kids

Donation

100,000.00

Yala - Bungalow Renovation

Lanka Environment Fund

Seylan Bank
Mr. Kenneth Congreve &
Friends
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Donation

100,000.00

Clothing / Footwear for Rangers

Ted Muttiah

Donation

100,000.00

Clothing / footwear for Rangers

Ms. Ranjini Nitchingham

Donation

100,000.00

Clothing / footwear for Rangers

Mercantile Investments

Donation

100,000.00

DWC Insurance Policy

Mr. N. G. Wickramaratne

Donation

100,000.00

General donation

The US Forest Services partnered with the Society to
additionally collaborate and fund the education and
awareness activities of the Youth Wing. The sponsorship of Rs. 6.1m was the single largest value the
Society has received in a given year. We owe a debt
of gratitude to Ms. Gayani Hewawasam, the country
representative for US Forest in Sri Lanka for making the
collaboration possible along with Stephanie Mann and
Gendron Mathew from the US Forest USA office.
Hemas Manufacturing, a company that is striving hard
to make a difference in the conservation of bio-diversity, have collaborated with a significant contribution
towards our Mangrove regeneration project in the
Anawilundawa wetlands. Their contribution is not only
from a funding point of view but will also be inclusive
of their workforce participating in the project work to
make it successful. A sincere thank you to Ms. Kasturi Chellaraja-Wilson (Group CEO), Mr. Sriyan de Silva
Wijeyeratne (MD – FMCG) and Janakie Karunaratne
(Lead - Corporate Affairs).
The Nations Trust Bank’s (NTB) continuous support has
been a stimulus for the Society to drives awareness work
though the public lecture forum. As you would see in the
“Members report”, the reach of the awareness sees no
bounds. There were more than 5000 individuals signing
up for the lecture of “Jane Goodall”. What more can we
ask! NTB’s contribution includes sponsoring the monthly
lecture series and the design and printing of the Society’s
journals, LORIS and Warana / Waranam. Thank you NTB
and their key individuals, Mr. Priyantha Talwatte (CEO),
Mr. Hemantha Gunatilleke (Deputy CEO), Mr. Theja Silva
(Group Company Secretary / General Consul), and Chintake Yapa (AVP - Sustainability).
Sampath Bank, who have been our oldest contributors
to the success of the Society continue to provide their
collaboration through the sponsorship of issuance of new
credit and debit cards, which provides the Society a value
per new card. We must thank Mr. Nanda Fernando (Managing Director), Mr. Tharaka Ranwala, (Snr, DGM – Marketing), Dr. Lalith Weragoda, (Group Chief HR Officer), Mr.
Darshin Pathinayake (AGM - Card Center) and Mr. Nuwan
Pathirana (Manager – Sustainability). As aways, a special
thanks to Mr. Kumar Weerasuriya for facilitating this sponsorship about 20 years ago.
The ROAR project funding continued with Mr. Ajita De
Costa’s unstinting contribution and we can’t thank him
enough for a method that will help the country’s future
foray into scientifically reforesting a rain forest.
JKOA, Colombo Jewelers, Spa Ceylon are
organizations that have consistently bought into the
theme that conserving our natural resources is key

to the growth of our country. We thank them for the
generous support to the society year in and year out.
Mr. Kunal Amalean, Mr. Sundar Chanrai and Mr. Gihan
Illangakoon also made an unstinting contribution to
the Elephant Light Repelling System.
The Society continued its initiative to provide a
life and disability insurance to the DWC staff. This
year’s initiative was made possible thanks to the
contributions from Donors including Don Carolis, the
Furniture Giants of SL, Mercantile Investments Limited,
and a number of other donors. We would like to
thank them for the generosity and for helping this very
worthy cause.
Sriyan de Silva Wijeyeratne, Rahula Dassenaieke,
Kenneth Congreve and friends, part funded the
renovation of the Yala bungalow which is now in
operation. Both Sriyan and Rahula also contributed
towards the bungalow renovations in 2020 as well.
Buddhika Aluwihare and friends, Ted Muttiah &
Ranjini Nitchingham, and Mercantile Investments
were responsible to help fund the ranger clothing
gear that is such a vital cog in the conservation life
of a Ranger. We can’t thank all of them enough for
these meaningful contributions that were funneled
through the Society to achieve significant conservation
initiatives.
We thank all our other sponsors and donors for their
generous support. Their efforts have enabled us to
work purposefully towards the Society’s goals and
objectives. We appreciate their continued support in
the coming years too.
A sincere thank you to my fellow committee members,
specially four of them that ensured we obtain at least
80% of the total collections during the year; Sriyan
de Silva Wijeyeratne, Dilshan Hettiaratchi, Spencer
Manuelpillai along with Prof. Lakdas Fernando for their
toilsome and passionate effort to bring in the funds so
that the Society will manage its critical conservation
work in 2021.
A fair amount of Sri Lankan Corporates have taken
to believe that conserving our natural resources and
bio-diversity is a key ingredient to the success of their
ethics as organizations. With the partnerships we
have formed with so many, we see the efforts of these
companies bearing fruit. However, to save this plant
for future generations, there is a lot more to do and our
sincere hope is that more Corporates realize that is it
time, “NOW”, to make that change and “NOT” later.
Jehan CanagaRetna
Chair – Fundraising Committee
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PLANT

Kottawa, Galle District.
Pic by Gehan de Silva Wijeyeratne
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4. PRESERVING LAND AND NATURE TRUST
(PLANT)
Committee and Trustees: Sriyan de Silva Wijeyeratne (Chair), Dilshan Hettiaratchi, Shevon Gooneratne, Prof. Sampath Seneviratne,
Ms. Zaineb Akbarally, Caryll Tozer, Jehan CanagaRetna, Spencer Manuelpillai, Tami Flamer-Caldera, Dr. Malik Fernando,
Ajita de Costa, and Sarath Fernando.

PLANT: A year of Tremendous Progress.
In 2020, WNPS established a land Trust called PLANT (PRESERVING LAND AND NATURE (GUARANTEE) LIMITED)
to operate under the auspices of the WNPS. This was a landmark new visionary initiative set up with the aim of
acquiring privately owned lands for the purpose of conservation (outright or on a long-term lease) and to collect
funds through the Trust, and the WNPS, to purchase lands for the purpose of conservation. PLANT through its
efforts, hopes to protect lands in their existing natural states, extend protected areas by converting more private
land to conservation areas where possible, and focusing scientific rehabilitation efforts on any degraded land
brought into the Trust.
During just its second year of operation, PLANT has demonstrated the viability and need for an initiative of this
nature and this concept has moved forward rapidly. PLANT’s work was driven by a small bunch of passionate
people who continually engaged in establishing this concept, convincing others of the need for it, and seeking
partners and donors to support the same. Following are some of the key highlights and outcomes from the work
done the past year:

LAND Coverage:
PLANT coverage had reached around 75 Acres of land covered through direct ownership and indirect MOU’s which are
aimed at preserving and nurturing natural spaces in manners which are conducive to nature and wildlife. PLANT began
to undertake biodiversity studies and other work as we moved forward on these locations.

The PLANT team continued to seek partners and donors all over Sri Lanka and overseas, as we sought to widen
our impact. As a result of the steps below, we are proud to share that the PLANT footprint will be over 230 Acres
by Mid-2022, within less than two years of being established. A further 50 Acres are under discussion through
donor partners consisting of charitable organizations who prefer PLANT to take over and monitor their lands and
reforestation work, and several private individuals who will fund the purchase of PLANT identified land blocks for
conservation, and either gift it to PLANT or retain ownership.
The Emerald Trails Initiative – our Big Dream!!
The southwestern quarter of the Island of Sri Lanka is the only home for perhumid rainforests in the South
Asian region and has a highly unique biodiversity. Around 6% of this landmass is home to around 90% of our
Species, and with the high endemism in Sri Lanka, naturally many Point Endemic Species with limited ranges are
becoming extinct at a rapid pace. This area also has the highest development activity within the country, where
nearly 50% of the island’s human population live. An urgent action plan to preserve them is a crying need.

65

PLANT

The Emerald Trails Initiative is an ambitious plan by PLANT
to create an almost uninterrupted or reasonably connected
corridor of protected natural spaces and forest ecosystems
within the southwestern quarter of the island. This region
and its perhumid forests are home to an extraordinary level
of endemism amongst both fauna and flora. To secure
and ensure this region’s genetic and ecological integrity,
the linkage of forest patches with larger geographies
of conserved land blocks is an urgent priority to ensure
continued movement and linkage for Animals across
different larger geographies of conserved land blocks.
The need for land conservation would arise within the
single line marked spaces on the map. Within that, the
project will seek to join the dots along the EMERALD
TRAIL CORRIDORS of connectivity. This is not something
which can be done by a single entity and PLANT seeks to work with other likeminded Corporates, Individuals,
Government and Conservation entities towards this mission. The notion of building corridors is not new, but sadly
with the escalation of land grabs, removal of protective status by the government and abuse and corruption, there
is little confidence that the state will step up on its plans and obligations. Taking control of what little elements we
can, would be an essential part of the way forward.
PLANT would aspire to add over thousand Acres under their oversight during the coming ten-year period. Many
Corporates already have their own Sustainability and ESG programs under which Reforestation initiatives are
undertaken. A focused series of presentations will be undertaken to encourage them to execute those initiatives
within the Emerald Trails corridors. The PLANT and WNPS team had our first presentation to a gathering of
leading Private Sector individuals. We will also look at canvassing Government to allocate land blocks for
long term reforestation work, and also use media to educate individual landowners who may be willing to join
the initiative. The Government recently handed over administration of thousands of precious acres of “Other
State Forest” to the Provincial councils, which is largely expected to be released for development and private
ownership, due to less stringent oversight and regulations. Confidence levels on Government playing the role of a
good custodian for our future natural reserves, are low, even though there were some legal barriers subsequently
emerging for this move.

International Donor Funding – a major breakthrough
The above concept was presented to some international donors and agencies, and PLANT is very proud to share
that we obtained funding to support the purchase of two very key blocks of land within the proposed Emerald
Trail. Two globally strong conservation Partners, namely Rainforest Trust, and The Quick Response Fund for
Nature, in partnership with Resolve, contributed as co-partners for PLANT and WNPS, while also providing our
work with an indirect critical endorsement.
Since 1988, Rainforest Trust has been safeguarding imperiled tropical habitats and saving endangered species by
establishing protected areas in partnership with local organizations and communities. With its partners, Rainforest
Trust has safeguarded more than 37 million acres of vital habitat across Latin America, Africa, Asia and the Pacific
(www.RainforestTrust.org).

The Quick Response Fund for Nature (QRFN), is a philanthropic collaboration focused on protecting some of the world’s
most critical sites for endangered species. QRFN is providing a solution-oriented approach towards saving the world’s
most important sites. Their goal is to ensure that any globally significant land deal - one that protects one of the last
homes for rare and endangered species - has access to the necessary funds (www.quickresponsefund.org).

66

Funding might also be leveraged for a further direct purchase of a lowland Ten Acre property in the Matugama
region, subject to legalities on ownership, which requires partial reforestation, while acting as a Forest corridor
to two more 15 Acre properties covered under MOU’s with PLANT (pictured below). These purchased properties,
along with the areas under MOU’s, help us provide conserved spaces to species like the Fishing cat which is
the second largest endangered wild cat inhabiting the hill country wet zone and dry zone forests in Sri Lanka,
the highly trafficked Indian Pangolin (high EDGE and ED species), the Serendib Scopes-owl, one of the highest
EDGE species among birds and a highly range restricted endemic, Erdelein’s Horned Lizard, which is an example
member of a group of four endemic CR and EN horned lizards found exclusively in these forests, and even plants
like Dipterocarpus hispidus which is a very large rainforest endemic and a member of the ancient Gondwanan
Dipterocarps community, and a species in the emergence layer of the tropical rainforests. These are merely a few
examples of the many species which benefit from the above initiatives.

Sarvodaya Partnership : In March 2022, PLANT also signed a landmark MOU with
Sarvodaya, where along with WNPS, the three parties will work closely on several
conservation initiatives and efforts. The partnership is expected to add over 100 Acres
of further land under PLANT coverage and these efforts include working together
with WNPS to collaborate with Sarvodaya to protect and further develop the forest
eco system and biodiversity, carry out research, assess progress, Publish findings
and conduct training programmes to educate communities from Sarvodaya and
neighboring villages to ensure sustainability. They will also work on Developing
Elephant fencing efforts and to train and engage Sarvodaya District Staff to conserve
forest and eco systems.
Operating Structure: During the year PLANT had its AGM, and during subsequent Trustee meetings, its future
operating structure was agreed upon. A leadership team will be formed consisting of a subset of some board
members and non-board members who will play the operational roles for PLANT. There are nine roles identified
under this structure. A General Committee to cover areas like Property Management, oversight and Security,
reforestation efforts and community outreach, plant nurseries etc are to be all managed through a Geographic
approach, covered by Regional Conservation Leaders. This structure would be rolled out in the future.
Requirements from the Membership: We encourage our members to contact us if they have land which can be
used for conservation purposes, either through donation to the Trust, or via an MOU to conserve it. Partners who
can also bring Scientific, Monetary, and other value to PLANT are also encouraged to engage with the team, as
these lands become a vital refuge for many species.
Sriyan de Silva Wijeyeratne
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Funding was approved for the purchase of 30 Acres consisting of Two adjoining blocks near Deraniyagala,
pictured here. This combined block has two streams on either side of the property and is in the general Erathna
and Peak Wilderness vicinity, on the Maliboda route. That location benefitted from some previous studies done
and the property is home to an astonishing 145 endemic specie count within its small confines. The location
is adjacent to a tea plantation and forest clearing for Cinnamon is taking place on its boundary as we speak. The
location provides critical connectivity for specie movement along streams and ridges, and our work will help
protect them all.

5. TREASURER’S REPORT
The Committee is pleased to inform members that the Society has delivered an income over expenditure of Rs.
637,280/- in a very challenging year. Many of the standard income generating activities of the society such as
Income from Field Trips, Corporate Lectures, Revenue from advertisements in the Loris and Warana/Waranam,
Wetland Walks etc. had to be curtailed significantly due to COVID related restrictions. However we managed
to reactivate few field trips during the last quarter. In order boost our income to manage our expenses, we
conducted a very successful life membership drive, which resulted in 50 ordinary members converting to life
members.
Through the tireless efforts of the Fund-Raising Committee, the Society has been able to attract sponsorships and
advertising income of Rs. 21,620,247/- during the year.
The society attracted over Rs. 21.6m during the year due to successful efforts of our Fund Raising committee & I
specifically thank our Immediate Past President, current President & the General Secretary for their contributions
in this area.
Expenditure on Operational Activities was higher than in 2020, & was in line with the increases in salaries & other
office related expenses
The Balance Sheet footing of the society has decreased to Rs. 22,047,289/- from Rs. 23,360,528/- in 2021, yet
reflecting a healthy position for both Operational Activities and Project’s managed by the Society.
We would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank Corporate Doctors- the Society’s outsourced
Accountants, Tudor V Perera & Co- the Society’s Auditors, and the General Committee and EXCO of the Society,
The Finance Consultant and the Administration and Finance team of the Society, for their assistance and role
in the preparation of the accounts. Additionally, I would like to specifically thank the Finance Consultant for
improving the Treasury Management activities of the Society. Finally, we are most appreciative of our many
donors and sponsors, thanks to whom we have been able to undertake many conservation related initiatives and
actions during the year.

Niran Mahawatte
Treasurer
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DONATIONS AND SPONSORS FOR 2021
PROJECTS AND EVENTS SPONSORS
Donor

Description

Value(LKR)

Towards

Donation

6,144,578.00

Youth Wing

Nations Trust Bank PLC

Sponsorship

1,644,000.00

Public lectures (Zoom) & LORIS

Abans Plc

Sponsorship

1,600,000.00

Green Isle Project

Mr. Ajita De Costa

Sponsorship

1,000,000.00

ROAR Project

Sampath Bank Plc

Sponsorship

774,920.00

Admin & Educational Awareness
Expenses

SPA Ceylon

Sponsorship

300,000.00

Elephant Light Repel System

Colombo Jewellers

Sponsorship

200,000.00

Elephant Light Repel System

Mr. Gihan Ilangakoon

Donation

75,000.00

Elephant Survey - Giritale and Parakrama Samudraya

Mr. Sunder Chanrai

Donation

587,287.50

Elephant Light Repel System

Mr. Kunal Amalean

Donation

290,000.00

Elephant Light Repel System

Sponsorship

100,000.00

Wildkids

Donation

193,740.00

Wildcat Project ($ 1,000)

Hemas Manufacturing (Pvt) Ltd

Sponsorship

2,340,000.00

Hemas Manufacturing (Pvt) Ltd

Donation

153,899.00

Marine - Freezer

D. L. F. De Saram

Donation

293,750.00

Dung beetle Project

Sponsorship

732,000.00

Elephant Light Repel System

Lanka Enviroment Fund

Donation

1,500,000.00

North American Association for
Environmental Education

Donation

198,400.00

US Forest Services

Seylan Bank
Big Cat Resccup Corp, Florida, USA.

John Keells Office Automation
(JKOA)

Anawilundawa Wetland Project

Anawilundawa Wetland Project
Prize for 2021 Youth Innovation Challenge ($ 1,000)

18,127,574.50

FINANCIAL DONORS
Mr. Sriyan de Silva Wijeyeratne

Donation

200,000.00

Yala - Bungalow Renovation

Mr. Rahula Dasanayeke

Donation

200,000.00

Yala - Bungalow Renovation

Mr. Kenneth Congreve & Friends

Donation

100,000.00

Yala - Bungalow Renovation

Mr. Nuwan Bandaradiyawe

Donation

50,000.00

Yala - Bungalow Renovation

Mr. Mahinda Seneviratne

Donation

20,064.00

Yala - Bungalow Renovation

Mr. Gihan Dias

Donation

10,000.00

Yala - Bungalow Renovation

Mr. Rajiv Gooneratne

Donation

5,000.00

Yala - Bungalow Renovation

Mr. K.S.M. De Silva

Donation

10,000.00

Youth Wing Mural

Dr. Malathy Knight

Donation

25,000.00

Youth Wing Mural

Ms. Ranmini Gunasekara

Donation

29,970.00

Youth Wing Mural

Mr. D.Jafferjee

Donation

10,000.00

Youth Wing Mural

Mr. Spencer Manuelpillai

Donation

10,000.00

Youth Wing Mural

Mr. Dilshan Hettiaratchi

Donation

10,000.00

Youth Wing Mural
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Mecantile Investments & Finance
Plc

Donation

100,000.00

Clothing & Footwear for DWC

Yasanthi / Priyanthi & Lilanthi
Alahendra

Donation

60,000.00

Clothing & Footwear for DWC

Ted Muttiah

Donation

100,000.00

Clothing & Footwear for DWC

Ms. Ranjini Nithchingham

Donation

100,000.00

Clothing & Footwear for DWC

Mr. Niran Mahawatte

Donation

50,000.00

Clothing & Footwear for DWC

Mr. Shameil Dawood

Donation

30,000.00

Clothing & Footwear for DWC

Mr. Kithsiri Gunawardena

Donation

25,000.00

Clothing & Footwear for DWC

Mr. Sriyan de Silva Wijeyeratne

Donation

25,000.00

Clothing & Footwear for DWC

Dilshan Hettiaratchi

Donation

50,000.00

Clothing & Footwear for DWC

Mr. Spencer Manuelpillai

Donation

10,000.00

Clothing & Footwear for DWC

Mr. Jehan CanageRetna

Donation

10,000.00

Clothing & Footwear for DWC

Mr. Dev Wijewardene

Donation

10,000.00

Clothing & Footwear for DWC

Mr. Chanaka Dissanayake

Donation

20,000.00

Clothing & Footwear for DWC

Mr. Tariq Mohammed

Donation

10,000.00

Clothing & Footwear for DWC

Mr. Raminal Samarasinghe

Donation

10,000.00

Clothing & Footwear for DWC

Mr. Anuruddha Dharmaratne

Donation

5,000.00

Clothing & Footwear for DWC

Mr. Buddika Aluvihare

Donation

103,400.00

Gal Oya Ghost Nets Clearing

Mr. Navin Samarakoon

Donation

25,000.00

Gal Oya Ghost Nets Clearing

Mr. Rajiev Peiris

Donation

20,000.00

Gal Oya Ghost Nets Clearing

Mr. Lalin De Silva

Donation

20,000.00

Gal Oya Ghost Nets Clearing

Mr. Chanaka Gunasekara

Donation

20,000.00

Gal Oya Ghost Nets Clearing

Mr. Dilhar De Silva

Donation

20,000.00

Gal Oya Ghost Nets Clearing

Mr. Robin Tampoe

Donation

15,000.00

Gal Oya Ghost Nets Clearing

Mr. Ravi Dharmawardena

Donation

14,000.00

Gal Oya Ghost Nets Clearing

Mr. Channa Ranasinghe

Donation

7,000.00

Gal Oya Ghost Nets Clearing

Annonymous

Donation

150,000.00

Chilren's Story Book - Youth Wing

Mr. Subir Chowdery

Donation

50,000.00

Printing Cost towards "Wana Petha
Handa"

Don Carolis & Sons

Donation

130,000.00

DWC Life Insurance Policy

Mecantile Investments & Finance
Plc

Donation

100,000.00

DWC Life Insurance Policy

Associated Electrical

Donation

75,000.00

DWC Life Insurance Policy

Mr. Dilshan Hettiaratchi

Donation

60,000.00

DWC Life Insurance Policy

Mr. Tharindu Wijayasena

Donation

50,000.00

DWC Life Insurance Policy

Capital Alliance

Donation

25,000.00

DWC Life Insurance Policy

Mr. Sela Howard

Donation

25,000.00

DWC Life Insurance Policy

Mr. Lmak Fazleali

Donation

25,000.00

DWC Life Insurance Policy

Mr. Thusitha Ranasinghe

Donation

25,000.00

DWC Life Insurance Policy

Mr. Kolitha Weerakoon

Donation

25,000.00

DWC Life Insurance Policy

Mr. Chandev Abeyratne

Donation

10,000.00

DWC Life Insurance Policy

Mr. R.S.Wickremesinghe

Donation

10,000.00

DWC Life Insurance Policy

Mr. Surith Perera

Donation

10,000.00

DWC Life Insurance Policy
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Mr. Chanaka Kulatunge

Donation

10,000.00

DWC Life Insurance Policy

Mr. Dinesh Sri Chandrasekara

Donation

10,000.00

DWC Life Insurance Policy

Ms. Devika Wijesinha

Donation

10,000.00

DWC Life Insurance Policy

Mr. Senaka Silva

Donation

10,000.00

DWC Life Insurance Policy

Mr. Spencer Manuelpillai

Donation

59,054.00

Online publicity for public lecture
series

Annonymous

Donation

462,765.00

Legal Fund

Ms. Naima Maken Marker

Donation

50,000.00

Legal Fund

Mr. Malin Wickremesinghe

Donation

25,000.00

Legal Fund

Mr. G.C.Manukulasooriya

Donation

7,500.00

Legal Fund

Mr. Chandika Wickremathileke

Donation

78,970.00

Mobile Phones for District Reps

Mr. S.P. Wickramasinghe

Donation

70,000.00

Liabrary Project & Loris Indexing

Mr. N.G.Wickremeratne

Donation

100,000.00

General donation

Dr. Waran

Donation

82,200.00

General donation

Ms. Naima Maken Marker

Donation

50,000.00

General donation

Anonymous

Donation

35,250.00

General donation

Ms. Malathy Knight

Donation

29,500.00

General donation

Ms. Truts Eriksen

Donation

25,000.00

General donation

Mr. MG Jalaldeen

Donation

12,000.00

General donation

Mr. Ravindra Perera

Donation

10,000.00

General donation

Ms. Julia Compton

Donation

10,000.00

General donation

Mr. Gihan Illangakoon

Donation

8,000.00

General donation

Mr. Sivakumaran

Donation

5,000.00

General donation

Mr. Charinda Dissanayake

Donation

5,000.00

General donation

Mr. A.Bandara

Donation

2,000.00

General donation

Mr. Janoda Thoradeniya

Donation

5,000.00

General donation

Ms. Rashmi Bopitiya

Donation

5,000.00

General donation

Mr. A.B Dissanayake

Donation

5,000.00

General donation

Mr. Aluth Gamage

Donation

5,000.00

General donation

3,492,673.00

MATERIAL GIFTS
Donors

Description

Towards(Applicapable for 2021)

Sriyan de Silva Wijeyeratne

Donation

2 used Chairs

J.C Ekanayake (Ebuilder technologyCenter (Pvt) Ltd

Donation

3 used laptops

Ms. Thinushka Gunasekara

Donation

Mobile phone with power bank
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Langur in Wilpattu. Pic by Namal Kamalgoda
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TUDOR V. PERERA & Co.
Chartered Accountants

Telephone : 011 2828749 / 011 2828759
Fax : 011 2768448
E-mail : info@tudorv.com

No. 296/20,Shanthi Mawatha,
High Level Road, Kirulapone,
Colombo 06.

1. We have examined the Statement of Financial position of the Wildlife and Nature Protection Society of Sri Lanka
as at 31st December 2021 and, the related statement of Comprehensive lncome for the year then ended, together
with the Accounting Policies and Notes thereon.
2. Respective Responsibilities of General Committee and Auditors
The General Committee is responsible for preparing and presenting these Financial Statements in accordance
with the Generally Accepted Accounting Principles. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these Financial
Statements, based on our audit.
3. In common with similar organizations, Society’s system of control is dependent upon the close involvement of
the General Committee, who have been appointed by the members. Therefore, where independent confirmation
on the completeness of accounting was not available, we have accepted assurances from the General Committee Members that all the Society’s transactions have been reflected in the books of account.
4. Basis of Opinion
An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the said financial statements, assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by the General Committee Members, evaluating the overall presentation of the financial statements, and determining whether the said
financial statements are prepared and presented in accordance with the generally accepted accounting principles. We have obtained all the information and explanations which to the best of our knowledge and belief were
necessary for the purposes of our audit.
We therefore believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion.
5. Opinion
In our opinion, so far as appears from our examination, the Society maintained proper books of account for the
year ended 31’t December 2021, and to the best of our information and according to the explanations given to us,
the said Statement of Financial Position and related Statement of Comprehensive Income and the Accounting
Policies and Notes thereto, which are in agreement with the said books and have been prepared and presented in
accordance with the Generally Accepted Accounting Principles.

TUDOR V. PERERA & co.,
Chartered Accountants.
Colombo.
Date: 25/03/2022

Partners:
S.M.N.L. Senanayake, B.Sc. (Pub,Admin), FCA
S,M. Deshapriya Senaaayake, ACA, ACMA (LIK)

Mrs. B.A.R.W. gslanayake, FCA
K.P.S. Dammika, B,B,Mgt. (Fin.) Special, ACA
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6. REPORT OF THE AUDITORS OF THE
MEMBERS OF WILDLIFE AND NATURE
PROTECTION SOCIETY OF SRI LANKA

ANNUAL AUDITED ACCOUNTS

TUDOR V. PERERA & co.,
Chartered Accountants.

WILDLIFE AND NATURE PROTECTION SOCIETY OF SRI LANKA

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
AS AT 31ST DECEMBER,

Notes

2021

2020

Rs.Cts

Rs.

Funds Employed						
Accumulated Fund						5
13,918,607.27
Specific Funds							6
8,128,681.73
									22,047,289.00
Employment of Funds
Property, Plant and Equipment					

13,280,754
10,079,774
23,360,528

7

10,506,752.41

7,930,422

Specific Fund Investments					8

8,123,266.73

10,150,074

Current Assets						
Stocks								9
447,003.14		
Debtors, Deposits and Advances			
10
1,294,719.34		
Cash and Cash Equivalents			
11
18,416,697.34		
									20,158,419.82		

482,066
1,834,744
11,206,188
13,522,998

Current Liabilities						
Creditors and Accrued Charges 			
12
1,912,222.67		
Unidentified Deposits						
139,400.00		
Income Received in Advance					
449,338.00		
									 2,500,960.67		
Net Current Assets						
17,657,459.15

2,130,137
119,250
449,338
2,698,725
10,824,273

Non-Current Liabilities
Retirement Benefit Obligation 			
13
412,500.00		
Projects Repayable					
14
13,827,689.29
									14,240,189.29
									22,047,289.00		

310,805
5,233,436
5,544,241
23,360,528

Figurers in brackets indicate deductions.
The significant Accounting Policies and Notes from page No. 05 to 15 form an integral part of these Financial
Statements.
It is certified that these finarcidf statements have been prepared in compliance with the requirements of the
companies Act No. 07 of 2007.

Accountant
The General Committee is responsible for the preparation and presentation of these financial statements
Approved and signed on behalf of the General Committee.

President
Colombo.
Date: 25/03/2022
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STATEMENT OF COMPREHENSIVE INCOME
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER

				

				

		

2021		

Income						
		
Rs. Cts.
					
Subscription 			
			
		
2,169,000.00
Donations			
					
1,828,911.89
Entrance Fees							
224,500.00
Interest on Investment			
		
640,112.09
Amortization of Life Membership Fund			
74,285.00
Allocation of Income from Projects				
1,097,657.80
Profit on Sale of Greeting Cards, Books and Other Items
277,641.26
Net Donation / Loss on “Loris” and “Warana” Publications
(34,705.00)
Profit / (Loss) on Bungalow Operations				
(287,127.60)
Net Surplus / (Deficit) on Other Society Events			
933,931.05
			
						
6,924,206.49
					
Expenses					
Administration Expenses 						
5,984,287.49
Financial Expenses 			
				
49,844.93 		
Annual General Meeting Expenses				
222,075.00
								
(6,256,207.42)
					
Income over Expenditure for the Year				
667,999.07
					
Taxation for the Year			
					
Nil 		
Withholding Tax Receivable Written Off			
(30,719.28)		
					
Balance carried over to Accumulated Fund		
637,279.79
					

2020

Rs.

2,560,000
2,281,274
187,500
597,951
70,300
600,000
117,010
23,620
(217,175)
402,393
6,622,872
5,227,700
22,434
204,000
(5,454,134)
1,168,738
Nil
1,168,738
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WILDLIFE AND NATURE PROTECTION SOCIETY OF SRI LANKA

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER,
1. General					
The Financial Statements of the Society have been prepared on the historical cost basis. In accordance with
generally accepted accounting principles. No adjustments have been made for inflationary factors 		
affecting the Financial Statements. Figures and phrases relating to the previous years have been 		
restated where necessary to conform to the current years presentation.					
												
2. Assets and the Basis of their Valuation					
2.1. Property, Plant and Equipment					
Property, Plant and Equipment are shown at cost less accumulated depreciation. Depreciation is 		
charged on written down value basis at the following rates in order to write off the cost of such assets over
their estimated useful lives.											
		Building and Bungalow				
		Office Equipment				
		Furniture and Fittings				
		Sundry Assets				
Depreciation is charged in the year of purchase, whilst no depreciation is charged in the year of
disposal.					
											
2.2. Short Term Investments					
Fixed Deposits, Call Deposits and Treasury Bills are reflected at cost.						
				
2.3. Stocks 					
Stocks are valued at cost or Net realizable value which ever is less.					
						
2.4. Debtors and Receivables:					
Debtors and other receivables are stated at the values estimated to be realized.
				
3. Liabilities and Provisions					
3.1. Current Liabilities				
The liabilities which fall due for payment of demand or within one year from the Balance Sheet date 		
are shown under the Current Liabilities.					
											
3.2. Taxation					
Provision for income tax has been made in accordance with the Inland Revenue Act No.24 of 2017.		
								
3.2. Retirement Benefit Obligation					
Provision for retiring gratuities have been made in the Account under the payment of Gratuity Act 		
No. 12 of 1983 and is not externally funded.					
						
4. Income and Expenditure
				
All income have been accounted for on accrued basis.					
						
4.1. Expenses incurred in running the Society and maintain the Fixed Assets have been charged to
Revenue Account.					
						
						
					contd.
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER,

2021

2020

5. Accumulated Fund
						
Rs. Cts. 		
Rs.
Balance as at the Beginning of the Year				
13,280,754.26
12,112,016
Prior year Adjustments							
573.22 		
Excess of Income over Expenditure for the Year
		
637,279.79
1,168,738
Balance as at the End of the Year			
13,918,607.27
13,280,754
										
6. Specific Funds
								
6.1. Life Membership Fund										
Balance as at the Beginning of the Year				
1,335,700.00
1,406,000
Add / (Less):									
Amortization of Life Membership Fund			
(74,285.00)
(70,300.00)
Interest Credited									
Interest Transferred									
Membership Fees Received					
150,000.00
60,000.00
An offer to New Members								
(60,000.00)
Balance as at the End of the Year		
1,411,415.00
1,335,700
										
										
6.2. Scientific Research Fund
										
Balance as at the Beginning of the Year
7,895,010.27
7,898,058.00
Add / (Less) : 									
Interest Credited						
239,744.65
433,378.38
Interest Receivable						
120,593.07
235,264.23
Expenses & Disbursement				
(2,433,986.91)
(671,690.10)
Balance as at the End of the Year			
5,821,361.08
7,895,010.00
										
										
6.3. Educational and Propaganda Trust Fund				
511,549.81
483,923.36
										
6.4. Patron’s Fund 						
384,355.84
365,140.35
										
Total Specific Funds						
8,128,681.73 10,079,774.00
										
Note:									
The summary of total Specific Funds and the total Specific Fund Investments are as follows:. 			
						
										
								
Fund
Investment
Difference
Life Membership Fund				
1,411,415.00 1,406,000.00
5,415.00
Scientific Research Fund
			
5,821,361.08 5,821,361.08 		
Educational and Propaganda Trust Fund
511,549.81
511,549.81 		
Patron’s Fund					
384,355.84
384,355.84 		
							
8,128,681.73
8,123,266.73
5,415.00
Note - Life Membership Fund									
The Variance of Life Membership fund Vs Investment is due to the following reasons,				
					
Ammortization for the year 2020 & 2021 ( 20 Years )		
144,585.00)		
New Life Memberships							 150,000.00 		
										 5,415.00 		

77

ANNUAL AUDITED ACCOUNTS

WILDLIFE AND NATURE PROTECTION SOCIETY OF SRI LANKA

ANNUAL AUDITED ACCOUNTS

WILDLIFE AND NATURE PROTECTION SOCIETY OF SRI LANKA

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER,
7. Property, Plant and Equipment									
						 W.D.V as at
Additions / Depreciation
W.D.V as at
						
01.01.2021
(Disposals)
for the year
31.12.2021
										
Building and Bungalow 		
7,147,722.44
2,260,889.65
192,823.62
9,215,788.47
Furniture and Fittings 			
162,878.27
141,234.00
19,818.68
284,293.59
Office Equipment			
380,998.11
607,364.00
133,209.78
855,152.33
Sundry Assets				
238,823.40
(70,981.00)
16,324.38
151,518.02
Total Property, Plant and Equipments 7,930,422.22
2,938,506.65
362,176.46 10,506,752.41
											 2021		 2020
8. Specific Fund Investment
			
Rs. Cts.
Rs.
8.1. Life Membership Fund Investment						
a) Fixed Deposits - Nations Trust Bank PLC A/c. No. 300100038287
700,000.00
700,000
b) Fixed Deposits - Nations Trust Bank PLC A/c. No. 300100037792
706,000.00
706,000
Total Life Membership Fund Investments
			
1,406,000.00
1,406,000
							
							
8.2. Scientific Research Fund Investment No.1						
a) Fixed Deposits- Bank of Ceylon - A/c.No. 368088			
551,965.44
525,723
b) Fixed Deposits - National Savings Bank - A/C No.200801074334
1,881,958.00
1,770,909
c) Fixed Deposits - Sampath Bank PLC - A/C No.30541			
3,207,490.91
3,047,874
d) Fixed Deposit - Nations Trust Bank PLC - A/c No. 31783			
509,167
e) Fixed Deposit - Nations Trust Bank PLC - A/c No. 31837			
1,527,708
f ) Current Account - Nations Trust Bank PLC - A/c No. 100100007337
26,000.02
(474,000)
g) Savings Account - Nations Trust Bank PLC - A/c No. 200100060618
153,946.71
987,632
							
Total Scientific Research Fund Investment				
5,821,361.08
7,895,010
							
8.3. Educational and Propaganda Trust Fund Investment			
511,549.81
483,923
							
8.4. Patron’s Fund Investment
					
a) Fixed Deposits - Sampath Bank of -A/c. No 643694			
384,355.84
365,140
Total Patron’s Fund Investment					
384,355.84
365,140
							
Total Investment Value 						
8,123,266.73
10,150,074
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2021		
2020
										
Rs. Cts		
Rs.
9. Stock						
Books and Magazines						
117,300.00
125,300
Car Stickers 							
36,920.00
37,540
Car Badges								
19,000.00
Bags				
- 		
2,360
Greeting Cards							
33,558.34 		
38,482
Green T-Shirts								
27,000.00
59,050
White T-Shirts								
13,071.80 		
21,690
Ties									
96,600.00
106,200
First Day Covers							
17,238.00
17,952
Glass Water Bottles							
6,750.00 		
18,900
WNPS Logo Stickers							
2,805.00 		
4,455
Other Merchandise Items							
- 		
50,137
Mask				
					
10,000.00 				
Hats								
5,040.00 		
Caps				
					
10,920.00 		
Ecocide T-Shirts								
50,800.00 		
										
447,003.14
482,066
							
10. Debtors, Deposits, Advance and Receivables						
							
Loans and Advances					
10.1
1,061,653
Interest Receivable (Life Membership FD’S)				
25,225.08
34,590
Other Receivable						
10.2
756,494.26
738,501
Education Trust								
513,000.00 		
										
1,294,719.34
1,834,744
							
10.1. Loans and Advances						
Staff Loan										
21,000
Monkfoot Travel (Pvt) Ltd - 50% advance paid field trip to India				
990,653
Lavendish Wild Safari - Advance payment Wasgamuwa field trip			
50,000
					
1,061,653
							
10.2. Other Receivables 						
Donation receivable from Sampath Bank			
65,230
WHT Receivable							
30,719
Pre Payments							
6,494.26
13,319
WNPS Loan to Green Isle Project				
700,000.00
600,000
Federation of Environmental Organization				
29,234
DWC Insurance							
50,000.00 		
					
					
756,494.26
738,501

							
11.

Cash and Cash Equivalents				

18,416,697.34

11,206,188
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER,
					
2021		
2020
										
Rs. Cts		
Rs.
12. Creditors and Accrued Charges
						
Accounting Charges							
- 		
18,000
Advances Received & Other Payable				
12.1
1,845,022.67
2,042,012
Bungalow Deposit Received 			
		
60,000.00
60,000
Consignment Basis Payables			
		
7,200.00
10,125
				
					
1,912,222.67
2,130,137
							
12.1. Advances Received & Other Payable						
Advance Payment - Mannar Trip				
588,001.00
Advance for future Field Trips 			
3,500.00
5,000
Advance Bookings - Bungalows			
222,000.00
78,000
Loris / Warana - Net 2021			
		
314,480.00
678,275
Masks - Payable			
				
25,000.00 		
Library Restoration - Payable					
20,000.00 		
Distric Representative Payable					
600,000.00 		
Telephone 							
6,701.67 		
Bungalow Keeper - Dec. Maintenance 				
65,340.00 		
Refund - Indian Field Trip advance payment’s received			
1,264,067
Advance received Udawalawe Lease Rental (Jan & Feb 2021)		
- 		
16,668
									
1,845,022.67
2,042,010
							
13. Retirement Benefit Obligation
		
412,500.00
310,805
							
14. Projects												
15.1. ROAR Project			
			
1,054,084.17
854,933
15.2. Wild Cat Project			
			
417,103.51
244,364
15.3. Youth Wing Project			
		
2,751,447.42
3,473,361
15.4. Green Isle Project 		
		
510,673.63 		
24,000
15.5. Elephant Light System Project			
1,116,317.84
352,492
15.6. Legal Fund			
			
594,733.00
164,978
15.7. Marine 						
(31,635.00)		
(5,390)
15.8. PLANT			
124,700
15.9. Anawilundawa Wetland Project 			
1,884,844.52 		
15.10. USFC Project			
			
5,530,120.20 		
Total Project Balances			
			
13,827,689.29
5,233,436
							

							

80

8. ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Our sincere gratitude is extended to the following without whom many of the activities of the Society would not
be possible:
• The Chair and the Board of Directors of Sampath Bank PLC, and the CEO and Management team, for their 		
continued financial support of the Society.
• The Chair and the Board of Directors, CEO and Management team of Nations Trust Bank PLC for their financial
support for the Public Lectures, printing and distribution of the Society publication Loris, Media Workshop and
the Wetland Walk for children.
• The Chair and the Board of Directors, CEO and Management team of National Development Bank for their 		
financial support for the Youth Wing.
• The Chair and the Board of Directors, Directors and Management team of Abans Group for the financial support
extended to implement the Green Isle Project in the Bellanwila – Attidiya Wetland.
• The Chair and the Board of Directors, Directors and Management team of Hemas Consumer Brands for their 		
collaboration to the Anawilundawa Mangrove regeneration project and Endemic Species project.
• The Chair and the Board of Directors of M/s Spa Ceylon Pvt Limited for their continued financial support of the
Society over time.
• The Chair and the Board of Directors of M/s Colombo Jewelers Pvt Limited for their continued financial support
of the Society over time.
• The Chair and the Board of Directors of Lanka Orix Leasing Pvt Limited for their collaboration with the Society on
leopard conservation.
• The Chair and the Board of Directors of M/s Seylan Bank Plc for their partnership with the Society’s Wild Kids
program
• Mr. Ajita de Costa for coming on board as the main sponsor of the ROAR project.
• The Chair and the Board of Directors of M/s D.L.F. De Saram’s for the support on the Society’s scientific project
• The Chair and the Board of Directors of M/s Lanka Environment Fund for the support of the Society’s Scientific
activity.
• The US Forest Services and the American Taxpayer for the collaboration with the WNPS Youth Wing on the
education and awareness program.
• The Chanrai Group from Singapore for the continuous support of the LRS solution for the mitigation of HEC.
• The Vice President / CEO and the Directors of M/s John Keells Office Automation Pvt Ltd for their continued 		
financial support of the Society over time.
• Our membership who donated for various projects of the Society during the year.
• Dilmah Teas for providing a variety of “Teas” for the attendees at the Society’s Monthly Series of Lectures held at
BMICH.
• PULSE for the video coverage of the physical monthly Lecture Series.
• Sarva Integrated for their creative support.
• E-Beyond for their work on the website.
• Ceylon Printers Limited for the printing of Loris and other stationery items for the Society.
• Mr. Pradeep de Silva for his commitement towards the financial and accounting work of the Society.
• Ms. Nedra Wijeratne for her help in compiling the minutes as the co-opted Assistant Secretary.
• Ms Ishara Rodrigo for the design and formatting of the 2021 Annual Report
• Ms. Anjum Cader, Renata Daniels and the staff at Optima for their expertise with the design and formatting of
Loris and Warana / Waranam.
• Tudor V. Perera & Co. for its continued services as the Honorary Annual Auditors of the Society.
• Last, but not least, to the Executives and Staff of the Society who are responsible for the day-to-day 		
administration of the Head Office and the bungalows.
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9. MINUTES OF THE 127th ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING – 22nd MAY 2021
By notice dated 30th March 2021, the 127th Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Wildlife and Nature Protection
Society (WNPS) was summoned at 5.00 pm on May 22, at the WNPS Head Office, No. 86 Rajamalwatta Mawatha,
Battaramulla.
The AGM was carried out virtually (online via ZOOM) due to the prevailing COVID-19 global pandemic and
resulting curfew. Admission to the meeting was validated by checking attendee’s names and membership
numbers.
The meeting commenced at 5.05 pm
The following members were present: Sriyan de Silva Wijeyeratne, Spencer Manuelpillai, Dilshan Hettiaratchi,
Jehan CanagaRetna, Tami Flamer-Caldera, Prof. Lakdas Fernando, Dr. Nirmali De Silva, Devika Rohana, Caryll
Tozer, Dev Wijewardane, Zaineb Akbarally, Avijja Fonseka, Harindi Palkumbura, Graham Marshall, Rahula
Dassenaieke, Dr Sampath Seneviratne, Rukshan Jayewardene, Niran Mahawatte, Nedra Wijeratne, Bernadine
de Silva, Brindley de Zylva, Shenali Dias, Dr Nihal Attygalle, Amani Pilapitiya, Peter Rezel , Sharon D’ Silva,
Mohammed Abidally, Gaznaffer Jalaldeen, Nirojan Sinclair, Ashinsa de Silva Wijeyeratne, Lasanthi Siriwardena,
Leonie Solomons, Liandra Manuelpillai, Ali Azeez, Dr. Malik Fernando, Dr. Malathy Knight, Nelu Wijegunasekera,
Nalin Peiris, Amila Fernando, Lahiru Malshan Dissanayake, Nigel Forbes, Nagulan Nesiah, Dinal Wijemanne, Thilan
Jayatilake, Douglas Ranasinghe, Ranjan Josiah, Maxime Wickremasinghe, Anne Amaratunga, Medisha Pasan
Gunawardene, Dr Chathurangi Wickramaratne, Dr Enoka Kudavidanage, Parveen Herat, Mary-Anne Thompson,
Dias Hansana Wickramasinghe, Thenu Sathsara de Silva, Kiran Kumaranayagam, Nanda Kumar Punchihewa,
Samantha de Silva Wijeyeratne, Niranjan Bandaranayake, Gerard Abeysena, Ashwin Basnayake, Damayanthi
Pieris, Ajantha Rajiv Gooneratne, Rohan Wijesinha, S. Nilkamal Seneviratne, Hemantha Situge, Niromi Kumari
Jayasekera, T.N. Pieris, Bandara Pilapitiya, P.N. Yogendarathan, Ruwan Jayasinghe, Kusum Kumar Fernando,
Ishara Amarasinghe, Tajammul Abidally, Srikandam Srikumar, Dr. Dehan Gunasekera, A. Carl Fernando, Dr Janthy
Gunasekera, Veena Durgabakshi, V.K. Cumarasamy, Leonie Solomons, Keith Wijesuriya, Tina Jayaratnam, Shyami
Dassenaike, Durriyah Jafferjee, Sunindu Dassanaike, Buddhin Ginige, Ahamed Fajurdeen, Travice Ondaatjie, Sanith
de Silva Wijeyeratne, Pavithra Attanayake, Damayanthi Wijesinghe, Sohan Patrick, Gihan Abeywardene, Tariq
Aboosally, Dihan De Silva, Anushka Perera, Thilani Priyanwada, Ajith Ratnayake, Niseni Gunaratne, Parakrama
Hettiarachchi, Dhushyanthi Jayawardene, Surein de Silva Wijeyaratne, P Wishethige
By Invitation– Dhammika Bandara, Bhagya Nanayakkara, Guwani De Zoysa
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ITEM 1 – READING OF THE NOTICE CONVENING THE ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING

The President, Mr Sriyan de Silva Wijeyeratne inaugurated the meeting at 5.05 pm and welcomed all to the 127th
Annual General Meeting.
He stated that this was the 2nd AGM via Zoom and that we are certainly missing seeing everyone in person. He
stated that there were some apologies leading up to the proceedings in the nomination of the current Treasurer
but this has now been resolved.
He then stated that we have two resolutions outside the norm, one deals with the Youth Wing, initially it had a
separate constitution which was rather cumbersome but now it will be run like any other subcommittee of the
society. He was grateful to Dr Malik Fernando for helping with the restructuring.
The next one was with regards to the setting up of the PLANT project last year. He stated that there were already
102 members who had joined along with the Auditors.
He then called upon the Secretary, Mr Jehan CanagaRetna to read out the notice of AGM.
The Hon. Secretary, Mr Jehan CanagaRetna, called the meeting to order and read out the notice of the AGM
instructing attendees on meeting etiquette and processes for voting.

ITEM 2 – LEST WE FORGET

Two minutes silence was observed in memory of the members who had passed away during the course of
2020. Some of them were indeed giants among men when it came to their contributions towards wildlife and
conservation:
				Dr T S U de Zylva
				
Dr L C Uragoda
				Mr Y L Peiris
				Mr P Adihetty

ITEM 3 – EXCUSES

J C Ekanayake, Sujit CanagaRetna, Shanthini Abeyesundere, Shameil Dawood, Ted Muttiah, Channa Perera, Namal
Kamalgoda, Darrel Bartholomeusz

ITEM 4 – ADOPTION OF THE MINUTES OF THE 126TH AGM

As no matters were raised via email or in writing, the Minutes of the 126th AGM held on May 17th, 2020 were taken
as adopted.
Proposed: Ms Bernadine de Silva (10052)
Seconder: Dr Sampath Seneviratne (12900)

ITEM 5 – MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
There were no matters arising from minutes.

ITEM 6 – ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE HON. GENERAL SECRETARY FOR
2020

The President stated that the report of the General Secretary would have been read and he would like to thank
Jehan CanagaRetna and all the sub committees for all their hard work. The Report of the Hon. General Secretary
was taken as adopted.
Proposed: Dr Malik Fernando
Seconded: Mr Niran Mahawatte
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ITEM 7 - ADOPTION OF THE STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS FOR 2020

Again, as there were no queries raised via email or in writing, the Statement of Accounts for 2020 was taken as
adopted
.
Proposed: Mr Ranjan Josiah
Seconder: Dr Nirmali de Silva

ITEM 8 – THE PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS

The President, Mr Sriyan de Silva Wijeyeratne, delivered his Address which is appended at the end of this report.
The President then invited Dr Malik Fernando to be the Pro-Temp Chair for the following elections
.At this stage, Dr Malik Fernando reminded the meeting that the new office bearers only start their term at the first
committee meeting after the Annual General Meeting (Section 7 of the Constitution) and that Mr Sriyan de Silva
Wijeyeratne should preside for the remainder of the meeting.
The Pro-Temp Chair congratulated the new President and the General Committee.

ITEM 9 – ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO THE GENERAL COMMITTEE
Nominee

Proposer

Seconder

Ms. Zaineb Akbarally (12529)

Dr Sampath Seneviratne (12900)

Ms Devika Wijesinghe Rohana
(12848)

Mr Graham Marshall (12067)

Mr Jehan CanagaRetna (10810)

Mr Dev Wijewardane (12804)

Mr Spencer Manuelpillai (11229)

Mr Sriyan de Silva Wijeyeratne (8223)

Mr Jehan CanagaRetna (10810)

Dr Hemantha Perera (8254)

Mr Spencer Manuelpillai (11229)

Mr Dilshan Hettiaratchi (10709)

Mr Niran Mahawatte (11248)

Mr Dilshan Hettiaratchi (10709)

Ms Zaineb Akbarally (12529)

Mr Maxime Wickremasinghe (13041)

Mr Graham Marshall (12067)

Prof Lakdas Fernando (6472)

ITEM 10 – ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS

It was pointed out that a notice dated 2 May 2021 had erroneously proposed and seconded Mr Dilshan
Hettiarachchi for the post of Treasurer, however Mr Hettiaratchi will have completed three (3) years as an EXCO
member in May 2021 and as the constitution only permits an EXCO member to continue in the same post for a
period of three (3) years Mr Niran Mahawatte was nominated instead.
The list of nominations had been submitted to the members on May 2nd, 2021. As there were no other
nominations received, the following were elected, unopposed, as Office Bearers for 2021/2022
Nominee

Post

Proposer

Seconder

Mr Spencer Manuelpillai
(11229)

Hon. President

Mr Sriyan de Silva
Wijeyeratne (8223)

Mr Jehan CanagaRetna
(10810)

Ms Tami Flamer-Caldera
(9038)

Hon. Vice President

Mr Spencer Manuelpillai
(11229)

Mr Dilshan Hettiaratchi
(10709)

Mr Graham Marshall
(12067)

Hon. Vice President

Mr Jehan CanagaRetna
(10810)

Mr Dev Wijewardane
(12804)

Mr Jehan CanagaRetna
(10810)

Hon. General Secretary

Mr Sriyan de Silva
Wijeyeratne (8223)

Mr Dilshan Hettiaratchi
(10709)

Mr Niran Mahawatte
(11248)

Hon. Treasurer

Mr Spencer Manuelpillai
(11229)

Mr Jehan CanagaRetna
(10810)
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ITEM 11 – ELECTION OF AUDITORS

The President stated as we have been comfortable and satisfied with the Auditors we should duly elect M/s
Tudor V Perera & Company for another year and thanked them for their commitment and hard work.

ITEM 12 – RESOLUTIONS FOR WHICH DUE NOTICE HAVE BEEN GIVEN
PROPOSED RESOLUTIONS

12.1 Youth Wing Constitution
It was proposed by the Youth Wing in conjunction with the General Committee to withdraw the current Youth
Wing (YW) constitution and enable the YW to function as a regular Sub-committee under the Society’s
constitution. The YW will continue to pay a critical role in conversation in the Society through awareness and
educations programs throughout the country. The key reason to propose this change was to ensure that the YW
has more operational flexibility to expand and continue its extensive activities without some of the Administrative
constraints which keep emerging due to the existing YW constitution. The YW will always be under the Society’s
umbrella, and the committee will maintain the due oversight.
Resolved that the Constitution of the Youth Wing be repealed and that the Youth Wing continues as a Permanent
Sub-committee as provided for in the Constitution of the WNPS section 8.
Proposed: Zaineb Akbarally (12529)
Seconder: Jehan CanagaRetna (10810)
12.2. Education and Propaganda Trust
It was proposed by the Trustees of the Education and Propaganda Trust to dissolve the said bank account with
the Public Trustees and once the period of 6 months is complete for the needed notice to the Public Trust, to
move those funds for a conservation education program or acidity to be decided and agreed unanimously by
the Trustees. The current Trustees are: Tami Flamer-Caldera (Chair), Caryll Tozer, Dr Yohan Weerasuriya, Devika
Wijesinghe Rohan and Dev Wijewardane.
Proposed: Tami Flamer-Caldera (9038)
Seconder: Dev Wijewardane (12804)

ITEM 13 – CONFERMENT OF HONORARY MEMBERSHIP
There were no nominations submitted by the General Committee.

ITEM 14 – ANY OTHER MATTERS

14.1 Preserving Land and Nature Trust (PLANT)
It was proposed by the General Committee that the same Board Members of Plant that held office in the previous
year (2020/2021) continue for another year. They are:
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)
g)

Mr Sriyan Joseph de Silva Wijeyeratne (8223)
Mr Pradeep Dilshan Rajeeva Hettiaratchi (10709)
Ms Inez Caryll Tozer (12090)
Dr Cyril Malik Fernando (2816)
Mr Ajita de Costa (7843)
Mr Shevon Charles Perera Gooneratne _ Non Member, NIC 683092649V
Mr M. P. Sarath Fernando, None Member, NIC 510170316V

Proposed: Caryll Tozer (12090)
Seconder: Dilshan Hettiaratchi (10709)
After the President thanked everyone and asked all to stay safe, Dr Malik Fernando then suggested that the new
President make a formal address.
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THE CURRENT PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS SRIYAN DE SILVA WIJEYERATNE

Maroon and Gold Paddy Field Crab in Hunuwillagama, Wilpattu.
Pic by Sriyan de Silva Wijeyeratne

My dear fellow Members of the Wildlife and Nature
Protection Society.

blend my management exposure and skills with my
deep love for Wildlife, and to leverage them for the
service of this society.

Winds of Change blew Strong!!
It is with much honour, humbleness and joy that I
present some thoughts at this 127th AGM. We have
operated amidst Covid and against tremendous
odds, and I can say with pride that this Committee
has done the WNPS proud in continuing to further its
conservation aspirations with fantastic momentum.
Let me take this opportunity to reflect on a journey of
transformation and of taking a leap of faith. The WNPS
no longer stands at a crossroad but has embarked
on a bold new journey, but that is best understood by
looking at what has led us to this time and place.
WNPS holds an eminent position as the key mover
of many conservation initiatives in the past. But more
recently, it was facing the grave threat of becoming
somewhat irrelevant and dated and lacking the
nimbleness and energy to face modern challenges. I
want to acknowledge Prof. Lakdas for roping me in as
a sponsor, but very specially to Rukshan Jayawardena
who pushed hard not just to convince me to join
his General Committee but later to also take on this
leadership role mid-term despite being somewhat an
outsider. For me it turned out to be a very challenging
yet personally rewarding experience, to bring and
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A major reason for progress has been the passion
and commitment of these amazing voluntary General
Committee members. We built a solid team, where
the EXCO led by example. Everyone shouldered
much and ran at a rapid pace, and the Committee
demonstrated amazing willingness to go that extra
mile. A few have shouldered more and I thank them all
very sincerely. The fact that two very deserving seniors
declined to step forward for Presidency this year
purely with the broader interest of the society at heart,
demonstrates the very nature of these members.
Long may that spirit live on at WNPS. I too prefer to
give another full year of my time to support the next
Committee rather than seek a third term. It is the
results delivered, and not long tenures which benefit
the WNPS.
A few years ago, we identified that WNPS had an aging
profile and needed youthful engagement. The society
was Financially weak and needed to command trust
among Corporate partners and Donors. We had to
attract new members and our initiatives needed to
excite the community. Technology adoption needed
acceleration and our Administrative machinery needed
an overhaul. The dilapidated states of our bungalows

and even our Head office required attention. We baldly
needed new Partnerships and to establish a stronger
International footprint. We needed to communicate
better, engage government and other stake holders
more actively, and become a stronger voice of
conscience for Conservation. In addition, we were
soon celebrating a 125th milestone which had to be
done fittingly. We were compelled to tackle all these
challenges in parallel.
Today, the WNPS attracts hundreds of new Members.
We have several of the Best Corporates stepping
forward to partner us on different initiatives due to the
strong confidence in our actions. We garnered over
Rs. 50 million in commitments or donations during the
past few years. This is further cemented by several
years of consistent Financial surpluses of over a
million. Financial reporting is professional and Balance
sheets were cleaned up. We are strong enough to say
we have Cash, but hungry enough to know we need to
keep running faster to raise funds to fulfil our insatiable
appetite to do more. While Covid adversely impacted
many of our projects and fund raising, we transformed
rapidly. I respectfully remind the membership that
WNPS was the first in Sri Lanka to undertake a large
Virtual AGM. We remain deeply concerned about the
many hardships that Covid has unleashed, but also
remain acutely aware that Greed, irresponsible and
selfish consumerism, and environmental destruction
has created our own monster. Let us hope that Man,
and Nature, both pull through to a better future state.
We engage hundreds of youth through the recently
constituted Youth Wing and other initiatives, and
through strong Technology adoption. Our shift to
online lectures has resulted in our viewership at a
peak going over four thousand enjoying the content
globally. Active usage of Instagram, the Website,
our Facebook pages, email and eNewsletters etc
have moved us into the 21st century. Loris and all our
other content are now electronically accessible. Our
media presence is very high with hundreds of features
and stories both in traditional and online media,
highlighting our work and Conservation issues.
The crux of our rapid explosion of activities has been
through active Sub Committees which are usually
led by very dynamic Chairpersons. During the recent
times, we launched new initiatives in quick succession
such as the tremendously successful Youth Wing,
the Wild Kids movement, the Marine Committee,
WNPS Conservation Ambassadors, the Science for
Conservation Committee and the Youth Ambassadors
program. We kicked off scientific conservation projects
such as Green Isle and in Anivilundawa for mangrove
restoration and recently a project in Knuckles. We
also brought renewed life into the areas of Human
Elephant Conflict, Wild Cats, Conservation and the
Diyakothkanda project. Another landmark step was
creating PLANT, our land Trust which we hope will
one day be a bastion of refuge for the wild. We just
signed an MOU with Kaley Natural Farms to conserve
25 Acres of Forest under PLANT. Other recent new

initiatives included the Jungle Telegraph, Cat Chats,
our Photography for Conservation Competition and
the Chats by the Sea series, Regional Talks, Marine
excursions, Kids and Virtual Nature tours, Insurance for
the DWC, Upcycling and many other online activities.
Usually there were over 20 meetings or activities or
sessions taking place monthly. Our work was well
outlined in the Annual report and needs no elaboration.
It gives an idea about the new vibrance of the society
and the complexity needed to orchestrate this engine
at full flow. Managerial skills are now as important as
our core Conservation skill set within WNPS.
Policy makers and Politicians are failing us, and we
have seen more destruction within a twelve month
period than we have seen in a decade. This allout onslaught on nature, through land grabbing,
haphazard development and illegal land take over to
redistribute to cronies and large questionable projects,
must stop! Development and Conservation can easily
coexist in Sri Lanka, if only there were better political
enlightenment and will. Public voices need to stay loud
and clear in the absence of this, while we look at better
and faster legal means as the safety net in this battle.
Media plays a crucial role in exposing these charades.
The odds are heavy but battle on we must, and unity is
key.
Our favourite somewhat rundown Bungalows got a
new lease of life with major modernization, previously
in Udawalawe and recently Yala, and a major
overhaul is planned for Wilpattu. Fund raising was
done creatively, with great partner and well-wisher
engagement and through crowd sourcing. Our Library
and Head Office were given major refurbishments and
is today resourced by a larger team of youthful, tech
savvy and passionate individuals. Our core belief that a
better resourced team is the way forward.
Another objective was to strengthen our International
engagements. We provided our first International
exposure in India for our young conservationists
and have now reached understandings with
Partners in Kenya and in Jawai, India, to send local
Conservationists for exposure to their work once travel
normalizes. We now engage with Resource speakers
and Partners from USA, Kenya, India, UK, Maldives,
Australia and Netherlands just to name a few. Our
partnership with the Canadian High Commission was
greatly appreciated. We are thrilled to have received
a grant from the US Forests Service as well. There are
currently many conversations ongoing too. One of the
crowning moments along the transformation journey
was the solid execution of our ambitious plans around
the 125th year celebrations. The very special Gala
Dinner opening to the vibes of the Lion King and Saba
Douglas Hamilton’s enthralling presence will remain
etched in our minds.
A reflection on the above changes echo my belief
that it is not long tenures which bring progress but a
fanatical passion for delivering great outcomes. This
comes through a united solid team, through Partner
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involvement, through engaging all our members, and
working in a transparent and professional manner
while welcoming new members and volunteers
alike. I was truly blessed this year with an amazing
Secretary in Jehan and a very special EXCO in Tammy,
Spencer and Dilshan whose blend of skills, experience,
networks, and sacrifice were really the bedrock for our
story. The General Committees have been a treat to
work with and I am truly indebted to everyone and beg
their forgiveness for not calling them out individually.
It has been such a pleasure to have so many donors,
Corporates, Members, Editors and volunteers giving
up so much time and resources towards the Society
and the cause of Conservation. Thank you sincerely
and please do continue in this same vein as it is you
who inspire us. I sincerely thank the Office Admin team
whose energy fuels the daily functioning of WNPS.
On March 19th, the forcible removal of the massive
innovative Youth Wing “Stop Ecocide” mural at
Viharammahadevi triggered a sequence of events
which made the WNPS banner the cornerstone for a
unified call to stop the destruction in Sri Lanka. The
topic dwarfed all other news for days and the massive
local and international exposure, and resultant millions
of views and comments, are a reminder of the power
that our actions can unleash. That power however
must be wielded responsibly, with a nondisruptive,
nonpolitical agenda which always only has the
environmental interests at heart. WNPS indeed did

itself proud on this day.
In the last few years, I believe the WNPS has been
through a period of Renaissance. It has been rebuilt
and transformed into a powerful, youthful, and
energetic movement. Its voice is heard loud and clear
amidst the Conservation and national circles. It is
future ready, with a vibrant team of Leaders, Youth,
and exceptionally active Committees and has a solid
Financial footing. It is attracting new members, donors,
and partners alike, with proof of action, credible
outcomes and daring bold dreams. It has embraced
technology and youth, with the blended maturity of
experience and age, and the power of Conservation
Science and grassroot insight. A Revolution has indeed
taken place. This underscores my belief that the WNPS
should never be seen as the domain of a self-selected
few, but rather as a magnet for youthful new ideas and
energy, to be blended with over a century of tradition
and rich heritage, executed responsibly through
passionate and powerful leaders and committees and
open to anyone whose primary motive is service to the
Wild and the Free. Long may she remain at the helm
of protecting the Wilderness of this beautiful paradise
called Sri Lanka, which we call home. I thank you for
the trust placed in me, and the opportunity give to
serve this incredible society as its President. It has
indeed been my honour.
Sriyan de Silva Wijeyeratne

Endemic Green Pit Viper, Eastern Sinharaja, Morningside.
Pic by Wildlife Conservation Society – Galle
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10. ADDRESS BY SPENCER MANUELPILLAI,
INCOMING PRESIDENT

Spotted deer at Yala NP

Thank you Dr Malik and Sriyan
Firstly I would like to thank the General committee for nominating me and placing their trust in me to lead Sri
Lanka’s foremost Conservation Organization. I am glad to have been a part of the EXCO for last 6 years and
contributed in whatever way possible, particularly working under 3 Presidents starting with Professor Lakdas who
set about a transition, then Rukshan relatively young president by the WNPS historical records and Sriyan who
brought in a corporate culture cleaned up and finished the job and raised the bar to great heights. This is a tall
order for us to maintain going forward.
We are fortunate to have 20 sub committees headed by 18 of us in the General Committee who bring on board
our time, talent and knowledge to plan and implement initiatives and carrying out 2 or 3 times work than the
rest of the Society. Keeping the team together and driving them and ensuring its smooth running is our efficient
General Secretary Jehan, who I am glad to have during my Presidency.
We have our work cut out with the threat to our environment we wake up to every day. It’s a huge challenge to
stay focus and keep driving as we face unprecedented destruction due to unplanned development which does
not heed to advice from professionals from the scientific community.
One of the Key objectives in the coming months is for the WNPS to bring on board the likeminded organizations,
scientists and professionals for us to collectively move forward and continue the struggle to save precious little
biodiversity that’s still left.
Thank you and look forward to your continued engagement and support of the General Committee which has
young blood and fresh thinking coming in this year and members at large.
Thereafter, as there were no other matters for which due notice was given, the President then declared the
Annual General Meeting closed.
Spencer Manuelpillai
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11. ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - Notice under Rule 10.1.3
As already intimated to you, in a notice dated March 30, 2022, The Annual General Meeting of the WILDLIFE &
NATURE PROTECTION SOCIETY OF SRI LANKA [Ceylon] will be held on Saturday May 28th, 2022 at the Lavender
Hall, Bandaranaiyake Memorial International Conference Hall (BMICH) Baudhaloka Mawatha, Colombo-7commencing at 5.00 pm.
In terms of Rule 10.1.3
The Annual Report for 2021 and the Minutes of the Last Annual General Meeting will be available online from 28th
April 2022. It will be e-mailed to those who provide their e-mail address and request for same. Any member requiring a hard copy of the Annual Report may send their request, in writing, to the Administrative Secretary, or call
over at the Office and collect a copy once the 3rd notice has been sent. As per the Constitution The 3rd Notice will
be sent 10 days prior to the AGM date.
In terms of Rule 6.3, the Committee Members retiring are as follows:
6. Ms. Devika Wijesinghe Rohana
1.Prof. Lakdas Fernando
7. Mr. Sriyan de Silva Wijeyeratne
2. Dr. (Ms) Nirmali de Silva
8. Prof. Sampath Seneviratne
3. Ms. Caryll Tozer
9. Dr. Hemantha Perera
			
4. Mr. Dilshan Hettiaratchi
10. Mr. Jehan CanagaRetna
5. Ms. Tami Flamer Caldera
There are Ten [10] vacancies in the General Committee and the retiring members are eligible for re-election. The
Hon. General Secretary will receive nominations to the General Committee, duly proposed and seconded by any
two [02] members entitled to vote at the AGM, provided such candidate has the required qualifications, together
with the candidate’s written consent.
The Hon. General Secretary will also receive nominations for the honorary posts of President, two Vice Presidents,
General Secretary, and Treasurer, duly proposed and seconded by any two [02] members entitled to vote at the
AGM. Candidates must have the required qualifications, at the time of election, and should express their consent,
in writing, to be so nominated.
Any members wishing to move a Resolution at the AGM may submit such resolution duly proposed and seconded
by any two [02] members entitled to vote at the AGM.
All nominations and resolutions should reach the Society’s Head Office, by post or by hand on or before 12noon on
or before May 8th 2022.
If there are any queries related to the accounts, please convey it in writing, to the HGS at least two weeks prior to
the AGM so that all necessary responses, with relevant documentation, can be made available at the AGM.

Jehan CanagaRetna
Hon. General Secretary
April 28th 2022

90

ANNUAL GENERAL NOTICE- Notice under Rule 10.1.5 TO 10.1.9

128th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (AGM)
As per the WNPS constitution, please find the 3rd notice under rule 10.1.5 to 10.1.9 constituting the election for the
General Committee, the appointment of the Office bearers and duly proposed and seconded Resolutions to be
presented at the AGM on the 28th of May, at 5pm at the Lavender Hall, Bandaranaiyake Memorial International
Conference Hall (BMICH) Baudhaloka Mawatha, Colombo-7. In the event a physical meeting is not possible due
to government regulations in respect of the Covid 19 pandemic, the AGM will be held, just as we did in 2021 as an
online meeting via Zoom.
The following nominations were received for the vacancies of the General Committee and for the posts of Office
Bearers by the current General Committee. These names were ratified by the present General Committee of the
Society at its last Committee Meeting.
There were no other nominations received from the general membership for any of the notified vacancies on the
General Committee or for those of Office Bearers. Neither were there any other, duly proposed and seconded,
Resolutions submitted by the general membership within the constitutionally approved time frame of 20 days
prior to the date of the AGM.

Notice under Rules 10.1.5 to 10.1.9 of the Objects & Rules
NOMINATIONS TO THE GENERAL COMMITTEEE
Nominee

Proposer

Seconder

Prof. Sampath Seneviratne

Spencer Manuelpillai (11229)

Caryll Tozer (12090)

Sriyan de Silva Wijeyeratne (8223)

Spencer Manuelpillai (11229)

Jehan CanagaRetna (10810)

Devika Wijesinghe Rohana (12848)

Sriyan de Silva Wijeyeratne (8223)

Tami Flamer-Caldera (9038)

Caryll Tozer (12090)

Zaineb Akbarally (12529)

Maxime Wickremasinghe (13041)

Dr. Nirmali de Silva (11428)

Tami Flamer-Caldera (9038)

Caryll Tozer (12090)

Keshan Perera (13300)

Zaineb Akbarally (12529)

Jehan CanagaRetna (10810)

Revan Weerasinghe (13404)

Jehan CanagaRetna (10810)

Spencer Manuelpillai (11229)

Kindly note that Seven (7) valid nominations were received for the Ten (10) vacancies. The Committee will fill up
the last three positions by co-opting Prof. Sevvandi Jayakody, Dr. Chaturangi Wickramaratne and Ms. Shashikala
Wijesiriwardane into the Committee at the 1st General Committee meeting held after the AGM in June 2022.
NOMINATIONS AS OFFICE BEARERS
Nominee

Post

Proposer

Seconder

Mr. Jehan CanagaRetna
(10810)

Hon. President

Mr. Spencer Manuelpillai
(11229)

Mr. Sriyan de Silva Wijeyeratne (8223)

Mr. Dilshan Hettiaratchi
(10709)

Hon. Vice President

Ms. Tami Flamer-Caldera
(9038)

Mr. Dev Wijewardane
(12804)

Ms. Zaineb Akbarally
(12529)

Hon. Vice President

Ms. Tami Flamer-Caldera
(9038)

Mr. Jehan CanagaRetna
(10810)

Mr. Graham Marshall
(12067)

Hon. General Secretary

Mr. Jehan CanagaRetna
(10810)

Mr. Spencer Manuelpillai
(11229)

Mr. Niran Mahawatte
(11248)

Hon. Treasurer

Mr. Sriyan de Silva Wijeyeratne (8223)

Mr. Dilshan Hettiaratchi
(10709)

Kindly note that five valid nominations were received for the five vacancies.
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Preserving Land and Nature Trust (PLANT)
It was proposed by the WNPS General Committee, the below individuals as per the articles of association of
PLANT to be nominated as Board Members for the 2022/23 year:
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)
g)

Mr. Sriyan Joseph de Silva Wijeyeratne (8223) - Chair
Mr. Pradeep Dilshan Rajeeva Hettiaratchi (10709)
Ms. Inez Caryll Tozer (12090)
Dr. Cyril Malik Fernando (2816)
Ms. Tami Flamer-Caldera (9038)
Mr. Shevon Charles Perera Gooneratne – Non-Member, NIC 683092649V
Mr. Ranil Senanayake, Non-Member, NIC 194301901764

Proposed Resolutions
1. INCREASING THE CURRENT MEMBERSHIP FEE AND ONE-TIME ENTRANCE FEE
The key reason for the proposed increment is the increase in all costs, thereby increasing the administration cost
by three-fold. With the Society also striving to reach administrative independence from volunteers, it is a financial
need of the Society to increase the membership fees and entrance fee.
The General Committee resolved on the GC meeting held on March 20, 2022 to increase the membership fee and
one-time entrance fee for Ordinary Members to Rs. 5,000/- each with effect from June 2022.
Proposed by: Jehan CanagaRetna
Seconded by: Niran Mahawatte
Submitted for approval by members at the AGM as per Constitution clause 5.3.
2. YOUTH WING MEMBERSHIP CATEGORY
It is proposed to have a new membership category called the Youth Wing membership. The idea of this category
is because we see a lot of young youth that are now getting involved with conservation work. As most youth are
either studying or just started employment, it would make sense to encourage them to join the Society. Therefore,
it is proposed to charge a one-time entrance fee of Rs. 1500/- plus a yearly membership fee of Rs. 2000/-.
Resolved that
Clause 3.8 be amended by inserting a new sub-clause following sub-clause
(g) Junior members and re-numbering the following sub-clause as (i).
(h) Youth Wing Members - Youth Wing members shall be between the ages of 13 and 29 years who are not in full
time paid employment, proposed and seconded by two Youth Wing Committee Members. They may be admitted
to the Society on payment of an entrance fee of Rs. 1,500/- and an annual subscription of Rs. 2,000/-. Upon
reaching the age of 29yrs they may convert their membership to Ordinary Member by submitting a completed
Ordinary Member Application form; no entrance fee shall be payable at this time. The Youth Wing Membership
Application form which shall be prescribed by the Committee from time to time shall be countersigned by one of
the applicant’s parents or guardian if the applicant is below the age of 18 years.
In new sub-clause (i) before ‘and Junior Members’ insert ‘Youth Wing Members’.
Proposed by: Zaineb Akbarally
Seconded by: Keshan Perera
3. NON-RESIDENT LIFE MEMBERSHIP CATEGORY
It is proposed to add a new membership category called the Non-Resident Life Membership category to the
current membership category options. The key to this membership category is to increase awareness of the
society and provide a fund-raising mechanism for the society.
Resolved that:
Section 3 Membership, clause 3.8 be amended by adding a new sub-clause immediately following sub-clause
(b) Overseas Members to read as:
‘Non-Resident Life members - Sri Lanka nationals or non-nationals permanently domiciled overseas with a
permanent address, whether members of the WNPS or not, may be admitted as a Non-Resident Life Member on
payment of a membership fee of $350, on a proposal with proof of permanent residence overseas by a General
Committee Member and seconded by an ordinary member of good standing. In the event the member so elected
returns to Sri Lanka on a permanent basis, he/she will be eligible to pay the annual subscription in force at the
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time; else, no annual payment will be required.’
The new sub-clause to be numbered (c) and subsequent sub-clauses re-numbered.
Proposed by: Dilshan Hettiaratchi
Seconded by: Spencer Manuelpillai
4. WNPS COUNTRY REPRESENTATIVE
It was proposed that the Society appoints Country Representatives in another Country in order to facilitate the
representation of its membership with international organizations and further enhance the activity of WNPS
through the Country Representative.
Resolved that:
Section 13: ‘Honourary District Representatives’ be amended to read ‘Honourary District and Country
Representatives’.
Insert a new heading ‘A: Honorary District Representatives’ before Clauses 13.1 to 13.9.
Insert a new heading ‘B: WNPS Country Representatives’ following 13.9.
Insert the following new clauses numbered 13.10 to 13.17.
13.10 The General Committee shall be authorised to appoint WNPS Country Representatives as it deems desirable.
13.11 Country Representatives may be Individuals, or existing organisations such as NGOO or Societies.
13.12 There shall generally be one such representative per country, save that large Countries may have
more than one, assigned to defined geographic areas.
13.13 There shall be agreement between WNPS and the proposed Representative/s on all aspects of the expected
outcome, including but not restricted to, key plans and initiatives, measurable outcomes and deliverables and
timelines and financial projections.
13.14 Current Overseas Life Members or Life Members of the WNPS recommended by two General Committee
members of the Society, who are reasonably knowledgeable of conservation issues in Sri Lanka and 		
considered fit to represent the WNPS in overseas fora may be considered by the General Committee for
appointing as Country Representatives.
13.15 Organizations that have been in existence, and active, for at least three (3) years, with a commonality 		
of purpose with the WNPS as determined by the General Committee, recommended by two (2) General
Committee members and willing to enter into a Memorandum of Understanding may be considered for
appointment as a Country Representative.
13.16 Individuals and organisations considered for appointment as Country Representatives
		
a)
Shall be persons/organisations in good standing in Society in the country of residence.
		
b)
Shall be willing to serve in that capacity for a minimum of two (2) years.
		
c)
Shall be willing to organise two events per year, with the prior approval of the General 		
			
Committee of the Society.
		
d)
Shall be willing and able to raise funds to a minimum of US $1,500 per year.
13.17 The duties of the Country Representatives shall be to:
		
a)
Create awareness in the country of residence regarding the work done by WNPS in the
			
backdrop of challenges faced in Sri Lanka.
		
b)
Facilitate impactful partnerships and engagements with key donors, research institutions, 		
			
conservation organizations and other related entities, for the common purpose of 			
			
strengthening conservation within Sri Lanka. These relationships will be directly 			
		
with WNPS, and there will be no formal entities established in other countries for this purpose.
		
c)
Represent WNPS, if required, for any specific meetings with like-minded organizations
			
in the country of residence. These meetings to be discussed and approved by the 		
			
Executive Committee of the Society prior to these events being conducted.
		
d)
Promote overseas membership of the Society in the country of residence, and channel
			
goodwill and donations towards WNPS.
		
e)
Organise fund raisers in the country of residence with the prior approval of the General
			
Committee of the Society, and within agreed guidelines(?). All funds generated, by 		
			
whatever means, shall be paid into the designated account of the WNPS in Sri Lanka. No
			
permanent overseas accounts shall be maintained by or on behalf of the WNPS.
Proposed by: Jehan CanagaRetna
Seconded by: Sriyan de Silva Wijeyeratne
5. WNPS ADVISORY BOARD
It was proposed that the General Committee of the Society to appoint a person or organizations as Advisory Board
Members of the Society. The long-term view is that the Society would need a larger block of paid employees and
thereby the Society would need bigger funding mechanism. The role of the Advisory Board Member is envisioned
to strategic advisory management.
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Resolved that:
A new Section 16. WNPS Advisory Board be inserted after 15. Bank Accounts and that the following section be
re-numbered.
Insert the following clauses:
16.1 There shall be established an advisory board to be called the WNPS Advisory Board.
16.2 The Board shall consist of a minimum of two (2) and a maximum of five (5) members at any one time,
appointed by the General Committee.
16.3 Board members shall be individuals, organisations or bodies (whether corporate or unincorporate),
appointed for a period of thirty-six (36) months, the appointment renewable for a further similar 		
period at the discretion of the WNPS General Committee.
16.4 Members of the Advisory Board shall be persons or organisations that have made notable positive
contributions to the country, particularly in the fields of conservation and biodiversity research.
16.5 An Advisory Board Member or the company he / she works for, may be a sponsor in cash or kind to
the Society.
16.6 The duties of the Advisory Board, whether individually or as a group, shall be to:
		
a)
Advise the General Committee on all aspects of corporate governance.
		
b)
Facilitate the Society to forge long-term partnerships with donor institutions with aims and
			
objectives similar to its own.
		
c)
Promoting collaborations that enhance the ability of the Society to pursue its conservation
			
drive with greater effectiveness.
16.7 Termination of Appointment
		
a)
Members of the Advisory Board may resign their appointments at any time without 		
			
assigning reasons, by letter under their signature or company seal as appropriate.
		
b)
The General Committee of the WNPS may terminate the appointment of any member of 		
			
the Advisory Board without assigning reasons, by letter under the signature of the General 		
			Secretary.
			
Proposed by: Spencer Manuelpillai
Seconded by: Jehan CanagaRetna
6. WNPS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETINGS
It was proposed by the General Committee to make the hybrid or online AGM’s that were held in the past two
years as part of the constitution. It was also proposed that taking into consideration of managing the Society’s
carbon footprint, to only print the Annual Report (AR) to the members that request a hard copy of the AR.
Resolved that
Amend Section 10. GENERAL MEETINGS by inserting a new Clause 10.10
a)
It shall be lawful for General Meetings of the Society to be held physically, or virtually, or as hybrid
		meetings.
a)
Wherever any clause in this Constitution refers to “printed copies”, soft copies may be provided
		
unless the member expressly requests a hard copy.
b)
Wherever any clause in this Constitution refers to “written request” or “in writing”, email 		
		
correspondence would be lawful on or before the 2nd notice date of the AR being sent.
As already announced, the AGM will be held as a hybrid / physical AGM on Saturday May 28th, 2022 at the
Lavender Hall, Bandaranaiyake Memorial International Conference Hall (BMICH) Baudhaloka Mawatha,
Colombo-7, commencing at 5.00 pm. In the event, a physical meeting cannot be held due to government
stipulations owing to the Covid 19 pandemic, an online AGM will be held at the same stipulated time. In this event,
an email explaining how the on-line AGM will work will be sent prior to the date of the AGM.

Jehan CanagaRetna
Hon. General Secretary
May 8th, 2022
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Endemic GreeCalotas desilvae Lizard. Morningside lizard, or the Ceylon
black-band whistling lizard, Point Endemic to Eastern Sinharaja.
Pic by Wildlife Conservation Society – Galle, Enasalwatte
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