
WILDLIFE AND NATURE PROTECTION 
SOCIETY OF SRI LANKA (CEYLON)

ESTABLISHED 1894

01 JANUARY TO 31 DECEMBER 2020AND ACCOUNTS 2020
ANNUAL REPORT127



WNPS GENERAL COMMITTEE 2020

President
Mr. Sriyan de Silva Wijeyeratne

Vice Presidents
Ms. Tami Flamer-Caldera
Mr. Spencer Manuelpillai

Hon. General Secretary
Mr. Jehan CanagaRetna

Hon. Treasurer
Mr. Dilshan Hettiaratchi

General Committee Members
Mr. Rukshan Jayewardene

Prof. Lakdas Fernando
Mr. Rahula Dassenaieke

Dr. [Ms.] Nirmali De Silva
 Ms. Caryll Tozer

Mr. Graham Marshall
Ms. Zaineb Akbarally

Mr. Avijja Fonseka
Dr. Sampath Seneviratne
Mr. Chanaka Kulatunga
Mr. Dev Wijewardane

Ms. Devika Wijesinghe Rohana
Ms. Harindi Palkumbura

Hon. Auditors
M/s. Tudor V. Perera & Company, Chartered Accountant,

No 296/20, Shanthi Mawatha, High Level Road, Kirulapone, Colombo 6

Hon. Editor – Loris
Ms. Sarasi Wijeratne

Hon. Editor - Warana
Mr. Sanjaya Weerakkody

OFFICE BEARERS 2020

WILDLIFE & NATURE PROTECTION SOCIETY of SRI LANKA
#86, Rajamalwatte Road, Battaramulla

Tel: +94 (0) 11 288 7390 Fax: +94 (0) 11 288 7664
wnps@sltnet.lk  |  www.wnpssl.org

facebook.com/wnpssl
twitter.com/wnpssl

 instagram.com/wnpssl
linkedin.com/company/wildlife-and-nature-protection-society-of-sri-lanka



corporate partners

Mr Ajita de Costa



1. Notice of the 127th Annual General Meeting  .................................................................................

2. The Annual Report of the Hon. General Secretary  .........................................................................

3. Sub-Committee Reports  

3.1. Human–Elephant Coexistence (HEC) Sub-committee  ................................................................

3.2. Youth Wing  ..........................................................................................................................

3.3. Youth Ambassador Programme ...............................................................................................

3.4. Conservation Sub-committee  ..................................................................................................

3.5. Legal Sub-committee  .............................................................................................................

3.6. Reforestation of a Rainforest ‘ROAR’ Sub-committee  ................................................................

3.7. Green Isle Sub-committee  ......................................................................................................

3.8. Marine Sub-committee  ..........................................................................................................

3.9. Wildcat Sub-committee  .........................................................................................................

3.10. Bungalow Sub-committee  ......................................................................................................

3.11. Member Services  ...................................................................................................................

3.12. Publications  .........................................................................................................................

3.13. Digital Media and Publicity  ....................................................................................................

3.14. Conservation Ambassadors .....................................................................................................

3.15. Wild Kids Sub-committee .......................................................................................................

3.16. Information Technology (IT) Sub-committee ............................................................................

3.17. Fundraising Sub-committee ....................................................................................................

4. Treasurer’s Report  ......................................................................................................................

5. Preserving Land and Nature Trust (PLANT) ..................................................................................

6. Report of the Auditors to the Members of WNPS  ..........................................................................

7. Annual Audited Accounts 2020  ........................................................................................................

8. Acknowledgements  ........................................................................................................................

9. Minutes of the 126th Annual General Meeting  ..................................................................................

10. President’s Speech – 126th Annual General Meeting  .........................................................................

02

03

12

16

19

20

22

26

29

32

35

37

40

43

45

47

48

50

52

54

57

58

59

68

69

72

CONTENTS
Ecocide is an umbrella term used for human activities that violate environmental justice principles by substantially damaging or destroying 
ecosystems or harming the health and well-being of life found within them. Formed to reflect the word genocide, the term ecocide is powerfully 
evocative. The Stop Ecocide mural presented by the WNPS Youth Wing and drawn by the youth of Sri Lanka and the Public, has done what it hoped 
to – it has raised awareness of the Ecocide going on in Sri Lanka and what the country’s youth have to say about it.
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Dear Member,

NOTICE OF THE 127th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF 
THE WILDLIFE & NATURE PROTECTION SOCIETY OF SRI LANKA 

The Annual General Meeting of the WILDLIFE & NATURE PROTECTION SOCIETY OF SRI LANKA [Ceylon] 
will be held on Saturday May 22nd, 2021 at 5.00pm  at the Ceylonese Rugby and Football Club (CR & FC), 
Scrum and Tackle Conference Room at #28 Malalasekera Mawatha, Colombo 07 pending approval from 
the Public Health Inspector (PHI) and the Country’s COVID-19 regulations at the time of the AGM. We will 
be having a hybrid meeting, meaning we will also have the AGM being conducted online simultaneously via a 
Zoom link. In the event a physical meeting cannot be held due to COVID-19 regulations, we will continue with 
only the Online Zoom AGM meeting option which will be held from the WNPS Head Office, #86 Rajamalwatta 
Road Battaramulla, commencing at 5.00 pm. All Ordinary Members of good standing and Life Members are 
entitled to attend physically or online and vote at the AGM.  Junior and Honorary Members may attend but are 
NOT entitled to vote. Admission to the meeting will be on production of a valid membership card or validated 
against our Databases in the case of online participation.

AGENDA

1. Reading of the Notice convening the Annual General Meeting.

2. Two minutes silence in respect of members who have passed away in 2020.

3. Apologies for absence.

4. Adoption of the Minutes of the 126th  AGM held on May 17th, 2020 

5. Matters arising from the Minutes.

6. Adoption of the Report of the Hon. General Secretary for 2020.

7. Adoption of the Statement of Accounts for 2020.

8. The President’s address.

9. Election of members to the General Committee.

10. Election of Office Bearers.

11. Election of Auditors.

12. Resolutions for which due notice have been given.

13. Conferment of Honorary Membership.

14. Any other matters for which due notice have been given.

 1. Appointment of Nominees for PLANT

Jehan M. CanagaRetna,
Hon. General Secretary
March 30, 2021
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If we thought 2019 was a turbulent year for the Society, 
2020 has beaten all odds in ensuring the year was a disaster 
not for the Society but for the whole world. We humans 
with no regard for our Mother Earth have created so many 
environmental disasters that Mother Earth decided to 
defend herself. It was time for her to remind us humans 
that we can be vulnerable so quickly and nature brought all 
humans to their knees. The Corona Virus pandemic that the 
World Health Organization (WHO) named COVID-19 is still 
an ongoing global pandemic that has resulted in significant 
global social and economic disruption and probably the 
largest global recession since the Great Depression. Let’s 
not forget the number of deaths in the world that is currently 
at 2.78m whilst Sri Lanka has had 558 deaths at the time of 
writing this report. On top of it all, the pandemic has led 
to widespread supply shortages created by panic buying, 
agricultural disruption and food shortages. However, from 
a positive point of view there was a decrease in emissions 
of pollutants and greenhouse gasses. It is widely felt that 
the pandemic first started in the Wet Market of the Hunan 
Seafood Wholesale Market located in Wuhan, Hubei, China. 
The virus that caused the outbreak is known as SARS-
CoV-2 (Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus 2) 
and is a virus closely related to the bat and / or pangolin 
coronavirus.

In my report in 2019, I had mentioned that “the Society 
does not anticipate these governmental changes having 
a great deal of impact on either wildlife management or 
conservation efforts in Sri Lanka”. What I meant was that 
we would likely not see too much of a difference in the 
management of wildlife and conservation from previous 
years. How wrong could I be? 

The year 2020 and the beginning of 2021 
has seen environmental destruction at 
a scale never seen before in the history 
of our country.

The year 2020 and the beginning of 2021 has seen the 
unprecedented environmental destruction never seen in 
the history of our county. The leadership of our country has 
resorted to more than turning a blind eye but to provide 
impetus to vile individuals to annihilate our country’s rich 
biodiversity and devastate the land we live in, to levels 
beyond comprehension. The destruction is so large that 
most conservation organizations and conservationists 
believe that it has been in planning for a while for it to 
be this forceful and widespread. All our concerted and 
collective efforts to reach out and try to work with the 
relevant decision makers to reduce this destruction have 
fallen on deaf ears, thereby pushing the Society and other 
organizations to rely on legal recourse and / or activism. 
During the past few years, the Society has been at its 
most active, successful, and popular phase in decades, but 
our efforts just pale in comparison to this juggernaut of 
orchestrated chaos. 

With this unprecedented environmental destruction, 
the Society in conjunction with the Federation of 
Environmental Organizations (FEO) and Center for 
Environmental Justice (CEJ) created a coalition group called 
“Coalition against Ecocide (CAE)” with one key mandate - 
to prevent the destruction and harmful exploitation of our 
fauna and flora in order to preserve and protect our natural 
environment for the future generations. The Group has 

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 
HON. GENERAL SECRETARY

HORTON PLAINS
Image courtesy of Dr. Rishani Gunasinghe 
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had several press conferences and participated in a few 
activism protests. The founding organizations will always 
be part of the Steering Committee of CAE Ex Officio, in the 
rules of engagement that have been approved by all the 
participating organizations.

Sri Lanka has less than 17% of true 
forests remaining, which are home to 
over 7,500 species of flora and 15,000 
species of fauna.

According to scientific calculations, Sri Lanka has less 
than 17% of true forests remaining with the balance being 
degraded lands or plantations. This concludes that we 
have already used up 83% of our land area for some type 
of development. This 17% of forests are home to over 
7,500 species of flora and over 15,000 species of fauna. 
These same forest reserves provide water for 103 rivers 
and over 18,000 reservoirs, whilst controlling rain patterns 
and absorbing as much as possible of the increasing 
temperatures. These forests control our climate. The Other 
State Forests that were not gazetted and protected for over 
30 years are now in danger of being used for Chena farming 
and other agricultural development since the government 
in its wisdom, handed them over to the provincial councils. 

Elephants live in about 65% of our 
landmass with approximately 43% in 
human habitation. 70% live outside of 
protected areas. This results in severe 
Human Elephant Conflict (HEC) and 
there have been 2953 elephant deaths 
and 919 human deaths in the last 11 
years.

Forest corridors such as Dahaiyagala, the Flood Plains 
Reserve, etc., are very important for elephant migration 
and serve as critical survival forest for our bio diversity.  
Our Elephants live in about 65% of our land mass with 
approximately 43% in human habitation. As you may be 
aware, about 70% roam outside of protected areas. This 
of course will result in severe Human Elephant Conflict 
(HEC) and as the HEC report indicates, there have been 
2953 elephant deaths and 919 human deaths due to the 
conflict in the last 11 years. Who can we blame for this? The 
decision and policy makers of the different governments in 
those years and the decades before should take blame for 
these killings. Unplanned land use decisions where human 
settlements have been moved to elephant habitats without 
any respect or consideration for human or elephant life, to 
achieve political status and continue to stay in power, are 
key reasons for the rising elephant and human deaths as a 
direct cause of the HEC.

A rare black leopard was caught in a snare in an estate 
in Nallathanniya on May 26th and was rescued by the 
Department of Wildlife Conservation (DWC) Vet team. 
It eventually succumbed to its injuries on the 29th, as 
the snare had damaged its internal organs.  The Society 
declared May 29th as the “Sri Lanka Leopard Day” and 
will plan on doing advocacy and educational awareness 
programs on Wild Cats each year. On top of the death of 
this iconic black leopard, there were a total of twelve (12) 
known leopard killings specifically in the hill country with 

The Society’s Youth Wing on the invitation of 
the organization “Extinction Rebellion” and in 
collaboration with six other organizations joined the 
activism campaign of the “Global Climate Action” to 
stop Ecocide march on the 19th of March between 
4-6pm at the Viharamahadevi Park. The Youth Wing 
invested a lot of time and effort and ingenuity into 
painting a mural the size of 70 x 20 feet with over 
100 volunteer youth and public participating to 
complete the mural. However, despite obtaining 
prior clearances, the authorities deemed the mural 
illegally erected and ordered it brought down with 
some inexcusable reasoning, as it was more likely in 
fear of the message the mural would convey. The end 
result of the mural being removed garnered so much 
media and social media attention both in Sri Lanka 
and abroad that the Society felt that they got the 
message across far more effectively than if the mural 
was in fact left erected. It raised the awareness of the 
ecocide currently happening in our country and what 
the Country’s youth feel about it. 

VOLUNTEERS AND PUBLIC PARTICIPATE 
TO COMPLETE ECOCIDE MURAL

RECENT DEFORESTATION AT 
BOGAHAPATTIYA
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Nawalapitiya and Maskeliya reporting two deaths each. 
There was a death each in Galle and Gal Oya. These are the 
killings of leopards we know of, with most of them being 
caught in traps set by poachers. There was an unconfirmed 
report being circulated that the up-country leopards were 
being hunted for their skin and body parts but the DWC 
could not validate this report so it was swept under the rug.

Unless we protect and preserve the remaining forests, we 
will create uncontrollable human - wildlife conflicts.  Due 
to the loss of environmental services, border villagers will 
suffer from droughts, floods, loss of pollination, and loss of 
crop yields, etc.  It will require astronomical infrastructure 
investments which the Government of Sri Lanka can ill 
afford. Regularizing these increasing illegal encroachments 
will be detrimental to the President’s legacy in office, and 
on how future generations will view it. 

According to the Global Climate Index (2019), Sri Lanka 
is ranked as the second worst affected country.  Sri Lanka 
committed to the United Nations Framework Conservation 
on Climate Change (UNFCCC) to replant 70,000 hectares 
of forest as per its nationally determined contribution.  
However, due to the ongoing land-grabbing that is taking 
place, Sri Lanka is unable to implement this commitment. 

The Society has independantly or in collaboration with 
others, has repeatedly tried its best to engage with decision 
makers in government with no success, to bring to their 
notice the prevailing environmental destruction that the 
country is going through. Some of the salient point written 
was to appoint a Presidential Task Force to look into the 
following matters:

1. Human Elephant Conflict (HEC). To implement the 
Cabinet Approved Elephant Management Policy and to 
appoint a HEC mitigation task force based on Science 

2. Management of our National Parks to ensure we 
provide our visitors (both foreign and local tourists) 
a high quality wildlife experience while balancing the 
Conservation interests more strongly

3. A Wildlife Crimes Team to eliminate poaching of all 
kind, eradication of illegal deforestation of our natural 
resources and stop the wanton destruction of protected 
areas in the name of development 

4. A Rapid Response Team (RRT) for the DWC to be set 
up in several locations that will be fully equipped to 
respond to any emergency situation involving our 
iconic species 

5. Recommendations on how to manage crop damage by 
animals such as wild boar, peacocks, porcupine and 
monkeys 

6. Reviewing of existing legislation and focusing on the 
Conservation challenges outside of National Parks.

• Recommendations on Natural Corridors, 
Conservation of other Forest Lands and increasing 
of protected landmass within the country 

• Introduce landscape based protected area 
management planning 

• Proposing added Marine Sanctuaries to protect 
our precious Reefs and also recommendations to 
safeguard our Mangrove areas

7. Conservation of our Leopards and other keystone 
species and find ways of minimizing the deaths of these 
key stone species specially leopards and elephants. 

The Society’s activity was severely curtailed due to the 
Covid 19 pandemic as the country went into lockdown at 
different stages in the year with the longest lockdown from 
March 19th to mid May 2020. But despite these setbacks, 
we were the first organization in Sri Lanka to host our 
2020 AGM as an online option via Zoom and concluded 
it successfully. The social distancing protocols instilled 
into society created other opportunities and our monthly 
lecture series reached new heights (with some lectures 
having been viewed by over five thousand people) with 
the ability to secure a lot more international speakers and 
to reach a wider audience. As such, the Society increased 
its focus on awareness and educational aspects a lot 
more compared to the previous years. Most of the Sub-
Committees were affected by the lockdown and subsequent 
social distancing laws. Despite these restrictions, most of 
the Committee Chairs have managed to drive through their 
respective project work with dedication. Their work will be 
depicted in the individual reports of the Sub-Committees. 

The Society approved a landmark 
program in 2020: the Preserving Land 
and Nature Trust (PLANT) to increase 
land extent available for conservation 
and slow the pace of destruction.

The Society membership approved the Trust named 
“Preserving Land and Nature Trust (PLANT)” at the 2020 
AGM and the team has so far been somewhat successful but 
hard pressed to get more land into the equation of PLANT. 
The strategy of PLANT is to bring private land under a 
conservation trust of the Society so that we can slow down 
the pace of destruction. The Trust will also look to establish 
and increase land extent available for conservation purposes 
by preserving existing forest patches on private land or 
collaborating with the Department of Forest in leasing out 
Forest land that can be preserved for conservation. This is 
a landmark new initiative and the PLANT team is hard at 
work in trying to achieve these goals, and we hope to see 
the Trust grow in the years to come. 
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The Society continued with its trailblazing momentum 
despite the limitations and had several added “firsts” in 
the year with the following taking precedence. It proudly 
announced at the beginning of November to initiate Sri 
Lanka’s first ever Life Insurance Policy for the employees of 
the DWC. The agreement is a Life and Disability Insurance 
Scheme covering all permanent and temporary employees 
of the DWC irrespective of their position. The scheme 
covering more than 2600 employees, will ensure up to 10 
incidents a year are covered up to Rs. 500,000/-. 

With 62 Sanctuaries, 26 National Parks, 9 Nature Reserves 
and 3 Strict Nature Reserves under their purview, the 
employees of DWC certainly have their work cut out for 
them and this insurance scheme will only bolster their 
confidence in doing their job to the best knowledge possible. 
There were several donors who helped the Society in paying 
the premium for this scheme and their names would be 
mentioned in the Donor list of the Treasurer’s report. We 
can’t thank them enough for their generous contribution 
towards this very important project. Tragically a number of 
DWC staff have died or been injured, during active service 
where eight (8) department officers have been killed and a 
further 54 injuries have been reported over the last 5 years. 
The Society is committed to continue this insurance policy 
into the future years as well.

The Society also donated two Light-weight Aluminum cages 
to the DWC Veterinary Unit on Wednesday 23 December, to 
be used for wildlife rescue operations, specifically leopard 
rescue. The leopard, an iconic species and the only big cat 
in our country, suffered greatly in 2020 due to the human 

wildlife conflict and the Society felt this was a vital step 
towards conserving the injured leopards that can be 
transported easily and safely. The cages being built by 
Aluminum are stronger and lighter and makes the job of 
the response team much easier. The Society obtained the 
approval of the Trustee of the Ravi Samarasinghe Trust to 
purchase one of the cages and this action would justify the 
research work Dr. Samarasinghe had been engaged in, prior 
to his tragic death. The 2nd cage was the kind donation 
of two key members of our Society. The two cages were 
accepted gratefully by Dr. Tharaka Prasad, the head of the 
Veterinary unit of the DWC at a small ceremony at the DWC 
office. A special thank you goes out to our member, Ms. 
Rapti Dirckze who was the Coordinator of the project.

The Society, with the objective of bringing in more scientific 
focus in our work, also created a new Sub-Committee called 
“Science for Conservation” early in 2021 and have sent out 
a message to the membership and general public calling 
for young Scientists to join the committee. I have been 
told that over 12 keen individuals have applied and the 
Committee will be looking to include as many as possible 
into the Sub-Committee. Dr.  Chathu Wickremaratne - an 
environmental scientist, with a special interest in Climate 
Change and Water Management working at the Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO) will take the lead in this 
Committee, along with Dr. Sampath Seneviratne and Dr. 
Enoka Kudavidanage, helping out with added expertise. As 
their first project, they will fund further scientific study on a 
project aimed at “Protecting herpetofaunal point endemic 
species, for strengthening the conservation status of the 
Knuckles landscape” through respected herpetologist Mr. 
Mendis Wickramasinghe and his team.

The Society in collaboration with the 
High Commission of Canada to Sri 
Lanka and Maldives facilitated several 
environmental webinars and made 
possible exchanges of best practices 
between environmental communities 
of the three countries.

The WNPS in recent years increased our focus on becoming 
far more International through links, partnerships, MOUs’ 
and more. The Society in collaboration with the High 
Commission of Canada to Sri Lanka and Maldives, reached 
an agreement and facilitated several environmental 
webinars. The joint virtual webinars featured Canadian, 
Sri Lankan and Maldivian environmental experts and 
activists and also made possible, exchanges of best 
practices between the three countries’ environmental 
communities. The Canadian High Commissioner, Mr. 
David McKinnon said that “protecting the environment 
is critical for our people, our planet and our economies”. 
He went on to say that “through this partnership, both 
parties hope to facilitate an international exchange of 
knowledge and best practices to enrich our Country’s 
thinking on environmental conservation and contribute 
to the discussion of sustainable economic development”. 
A far greater long term sustainable vision of this manner 
is a dire need within our national leadership.  The WNPS 

INITIATION OF LIFE & DISABILITY 
INSURANCE SCHEME FOR DWC EMPLOYEES

HAND-OVER OF LIGHTWEIGHT ALUMINIUM 
CAGES TO DWC VETERINARY UNIT
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also forged new links with partners in Kenya and India, 
which are leading to more Scientific and Student Exchange 
programs in the near future. 

 

The Administration of the Society was bolstered further by 
bringing in a Research Assistant Ms. Bhagya Nanayakkara 
and Office Admin Assistant Ms. Guwani de Soyza to cope 
with the changing times and be as efficient as we should 
be in a corporate setting. We have also now released 
an Administration Manual so that future Hon. General 
Secretaries and Office Managers, can hit the ground running 
when they are first inducted. This is yet another first for the 
Society to have such a manual, which we hope will result 
in enhanced efficiency of its administrative functions. Our 
Head office renovations happen on a continual basis now, 
which is resulting in a high quality working environment, 
which is only fitting for a society of our standing. 

Another major exercise just concluded 
was an overhaul of the Yala Bungalow 
premises, including refitting it with 
solar power, modern toilets, and more. 
This was a long felt need and a premise 
close to the heart of so many WNPS 
members over the years.

Another major exercise which was just concluded was the 
total overhaul of the Yala Bungalow premises, including 
refitting it with solar power, modern toilets and more. This 
was a long felt need and the premise is close to heart of 
so many WNPS members over the years. Many of our Sub-
Committees now run at full steam under their respective 
Chairs, which is resulting in the collective execution of a 
massive number of actions and activities as seen in the 
subsequent pages. That in turn has excited and inspired 
many large corporates, movements and individuals, to rally 
round the WNPS and work closely with us. That has enabled 
the Society to raise more funds and have more surpluses 
in three years than over the previous few decades, which 
in a complete circle, enables us to do even more work for 
Conservation. 

So when we zoom out of all the line items, we see a 
strong 125 year old society, now teeming with energy and 
surrounded by youth, reinventing itself in many ways, 
adopting technology and renewing its commitment towards 
transforming Sri Lanka and preserving what we can for the 
future. There is no better time to have the WNPS in this 
shape since we are amidst this unprecedented destruction 
that is evolving around us. We need all hands on deck as we 
carry the fight forward. 

The running of the Society would not be possible without 
the donor funding and sponsorship of our main corporates 
and individuals. We would like to thank all of them, as 
without their contributions, the Society would not be able 
to complete the myriad of activities ranging from education 
and awareness, advocacy, scientific and litigation. Their 
names are individually mentioned in the Fundraising 
report. 

In conclusion, I would like to thank the Executive 
Committee and the General Committee of the Society, 
whose commitment towards protecting our environment 
provides our future generations some hope to crusade 
on. Many volunteers and Sub-Committee members also 
contribute in numerous ways towards our work. A special 
thank you to all the office colleagues both permanent and on 
contract for their dedication to get the job done efficiently. 
We must continue to strive to achieve new heights in the 
management of our conservation process, by creating 
a professional environment and thereby demanding of 
ourselves, the rigours of corporate governance. 

The last ten generations or so have already destroyed much 
of our ecosystems beyond redemption. As a country, we are 
seeing the effects of continuous planned or mismanaged 
devastation of our environment.  Climate Change is here to 
stay. Our iconic species are being murdered daily and at this 
rate, in 10-15 years, we won’t have a single elephant left in 
our country. Our Mother Earth will continue and adapt but 
we human’s won’t be able to cope. In my opinion, Covid 19 
is only the beginning. We have not learnt our lessons. We 
or at least most individuals, continue to be selfish, thinking 
about their personal gains and not the future generations 
that will suffer a lot more. Each citizen must do his / her 
part to ensure our environment is given the opportunity 
to flourish. We must save our forests and thereby our water 
tables, to ensure we won’t have a water crisis in the future 
years to come. Can you leave that legacy behind when it’s 
your time to leave Mother Earth? 

“Wild Animals are less wild and more human than many 
humans of this world” – Munia Khan

 

Jehan CanagaRetna
Hon. General Secretary 

AGREEMENT WITH HIGH COMMISSION OF CANADA TO 
FACILITATE ENVIRONMENTAL WEBINARS 
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Seated from L to R: Dr. Nirmali de Silva, Rukshan Jayewardene, Dilshan Hettiaratchi (Treasurer), Spencer Manuelpillai 
(Vice President), Sriyan de Silva Wijeyeratne (President), Jehan CanagaRetna (General Secretary), Tami Flamer-Caldera 

(Vice President), Prof. Lakdas Fernando, Rahula Dassenaieke

Standing from L to R: Harindi Palkumbura, Devika Wijesinghe Rohana, Avijja Fonseka, Dr. Sampath Seneviratne, Chanaka 
Kulatunga, Graham Marshall, Dev Wijewardane, Caryll Tozer, Zaineb Akbarally

WILDLIFE AND NATURE PROTECTION SOCIETY 
General Committee 2020/2021
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MEMBERSHIP
The Administration of the Society worked hard 
to clean up the Society’s data base. We wrote 
to the membership as well as placed a few 
advertisements inviting our membership to 
confirm with the office their relevant details in 
order to better improve our connectivity with 
our membership. With all the work done, as at 
December 2020 we had the following up to date 
membership in our system. 

We continue to have our Ordinary members not 
paying their membership dues on the stipulated 
time and we urge this membership category 
to think of what the Society is going through 
financially and help your Society to benefit from 
that added financial gain. At the time of writing 
this report, from the list of Active Ordinary 
members, approximately 200 members have 
not paid their 2021 yearly membership. We 
would urge all our members to spread the word 
requesting the members who have not paid, to 
make payment of their membership dues.

OBITUARIES 
It is with deep regret we record the passing away of the following members of our Society during the course of 2020, 
as per the information that has reached the office. We appreciate their support to the Society and Conservation of Our 
environment. Some of these people were indeed giants among men, when it came to their contributions towards wildlife 
and conservation.

Dr. T.S.U. de Zylva (Upen) - President WNPS, 1982-1983
Dr. L.C. Uragoda 
Mr. Y.L. Peiris 
Mr. P. Adihetti

EXTERNAL REPRESENTATION 
Mr. Jehan CanagaRetna
Trustee and Treasurer, Federation of Environmental Organizations (FEO) – Till August 2020. 

Dr. Sampath Seneviratne 
President of Field Ornithology Group of Sri Lanka
President of the Sri Lanka Ecological Association

Ms. Caryll Tozer 
Trustee of the Lissenburgh Trust
 
Mr. Rukshan Jayewardene 
Director of Environmental Foundation Limited (EFL)

Membership at end December 2020 

678 463 113
ACTIVE LIFE 
MEMBERS

ACTIVE 
ORDINARY
MEMBERS

ACTIVE 
JUNIOR

MEMBERS
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GENERAL COMMITTEE MEETINGS 2020
The General Committee convened a total of twelve (12) times during the year (2020). The following is a record of the 
attendance of each Committee Member from January – May 2020, and the new Committee from June – December 2020. 
 

 Committee Member 
January - May 2020 June - December 2020

Meetings Present Meetings Present

Mr. Sriyan de Silva Wijeyeratne 5 5 7 6

Mr. Jehan CanagaRetna 5 5 7 7

Mr. Dilshan Hettiaratchi 5 4 7 6

Mr. Spencer Manuelpillai 5 5 7 7

Ms Tami Flamer Caldera 5 5 7 7

Mr. Rukshan Jayewardene 5 3 7 6

Prof. Lakdas Fernando 5 3 7 5

Mr. Rahula Dassenaike 5 2 7 3

Dr. (Ms) Nirmali de Silva 5 2 7 6

Ms. Caryll Tozer 5 5 7 7

Mr. Graham Marshall 5 4 7 6

Ms. Sarasi Wijeratne 5 2 - -

Mr. Ranjan Josiah 5 2 - -

Prof. Hemantha Perera 5 3 - -

Mr. Shanaka Wijesinghe 5 5 - -

Ms. Zaineb Akbarally 5 4 7 7

Mr. Avijja Fonseka 5 4 7 5

Dr. Sampath Seneviratne - - 7 6

Mr. Chanaka Kulatunga - - 7 4

Mr. Dev Wijewardane - - 7 7

Ms. Devika Wijesinghe Rohana - - 7 6

Ms. Harindi Palkumbara - - 5 3

EXECUTIVES & STAFF OF THE SOCIETY – 2020
Name Designation Location

Ms. Kamaya de Soysa Administrative Secretary / Manager Head Office 

Mr. Ivan Prematilleke Office Assistant Head Office

Mr. Damith Susantha Bungalow Keeper Palatupana (Yala)

Ms. Bhagya Nanayakkara Admin and Research Assistant Head Office 

Ms Guwani de Soyza Admin and Finance Assistant Head Office 

Mr. Amila Perera * Project Coordinator (February 2020) Green Isle / ROAR Project

Mr. Charith Dharmasena Project Coordinator (July 2020) Green Isle / ROAR Project 

Ms. Pavithra Attanayaka Project Coordinator Youth Wing 

Mr. Pradeep De Silva Financial Consultant Head Office 

 * Resigned
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COMMITTEE
Jehan CanagaRetna (Chair), Dev Wijewardane
Co-opted – Sarasi Wijeratne, Rohan Wijesinha, Tina Jayaratnam, Rapti Dirckze, Shehan de Silva, and Brig. Sudath Udayasena

HUMAN ELEPHANT CO-EXISTENCE 
SUB-COMMITTEE REPORT 

The last 12 months have seen the management of Sri 
Lanka’s wildlife and conservation efforts sink to an all-
time low. From protected forests being cleared to the 
proposed capture of wild elephants for use in temples and 
the destruction of our elephant corridors, the challenges 
we continue to face are numerous and daunting.  

The first few months of 2021 have seen an astonishing 
number of elephant deaths brought about by humans 
(currently 89 elephants have lost their lives as we completed 
the first quarter of the year). This continues a trend that 
ran throughout 2020 despite the numerous lockdowns 
and other restrictions on movement brought about by the 
pandemic. We have also seen a number of avoidable human 
deaths in villages that can be attributed at least in most 
part to the surrounding forests being cleared. 

The recent death of Rewatha, a magnificent 45 year old 
tusker that called the Kala Wewa sanctuary his home, shone 
a brief spotlight on the human-elephant conflict (“HEC”) in 
this country on social media channels, yet we have not seen 
anyone being prosecuted. The Department of Wildlife and 
Conservation (“DWC”) continues to work tirelessly at an 
operational level but their work doesn’t always bear fruit as 
evidenced by the lack of convictions for these crimes. The 
Society has decided to file a case in the Kakirawa Courts as 
an intervening party to arrest the individual and hopes to 
prosecute the person to the full extent of the law. 

Human deaths
Elephant deaths

REWATHA
Image courtesy of Eric Joseph
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Elephant deaths have continued to rise over the years, 
an alarming trend that is set to continue this year as 
well. The number of elephant deaths in 2020 is at 318, 
while as mentioned before, in the first quarter of 2021, 89 
elephant killings have already been reported. Polonnaruwa, 
Anuradhapura and the Eastern regions continue to report 
the highest number of elephant deaths. 

Year Human Deaths Elephant Deaths

2010 81 227

2011 60 255

2012 73 250

2013 70 206

2014 67 231

2015 63 205

2016 88 279

2017 87 256

2018 96 319

2019 122 407

2020 112 318

Total 919 2,953

Source: Department of Wildlife Conservation (DWC)

NATIONAL ELEPHANT POLICY
The National Elephant Policy, which was initially drafted in 
2006 by the DWC in consultation with other stakeholders, 
including the WNPS, was revised in 2019. The revised policy 
is, in essence, a truncated document which covers the same 
points but leaves room for different interpretations. The 
revised policy was approved by cabinet last year but is yet 
to be adopted. 

In theory, all decisions relating to Sri Lanka’s wild elephants 
should be based on the National Elephant Policy. Further, 
although a detailed report, documenting recommendations 
and mitigation strategies, was prepared by the presidential 
committee for the mitigation of human-elephant conflict 
appointed in July 2020, has been submitted, none of the 
recommendations have yet been adopted. 

The current government has embarked on a number of 
development activities and HEC mitigation strategies 
which go against the National Elephant Policy and, 
unsurprisingly, this has led to an increase in such conflict. 
These strategies include the proposed distribution of 
firearms to farmers and the clearing of land identified as 
elephant habitat for agricultural purposes. These activities 
could be linked to a farmer losing his life in the Dahaiyagala 
area, a bleak sign of things to come if alternative solutions 
to these issues are not identified and implemented.

In more recent developments, residents around 
Hambanthota were agitating for the establishment of 
a Managed Elephant Reserve (“MER”) in the area. The 
hunger strike in Walsapugala has crossed the 70 day mark 
and protests have also commenced in Galgamuwa and 
Mahiyangana demanding that the government set up the 
MERs. The creation of these MERs was one of the strategies 
included in the 2006 policy and it is encouraging to see 
residents from these areas demanding that these reserves 
are established. We hope the increasing number of elephant 
deaths in the country, the demands of the resident farmers 
as well as other HEC incidents will motivate the government 
to finalize and create the MER in the near future. 

THE HORAWAPATHANA AUDIT REPORT BY 
THE AUDITOR GENERAL’S OFFICE 2019. 
According to the Auditor General’s office audit report for 
2019, the establishment of the Horawapathana Elephant 
Holding Ground (National Park) where rogue elephants 
have been relocated, show results that have been less than 
favourable to say the least. From September 4th, 2015 to 
June 25th, 2019, the following numbers of rouge elephants 
have been released into the Horawapathana Elephant 
Holding Ground. 

According to the report of the elephant census conducted 
in June 2019, out of 52 elephants retained in the holding 
ground, only nine (9) elephants were remaining and 
twelve (12) elephants had died for various reasons. The 
Department lacked information as to whether the remaining 
31 elephants had either died or fled the holding ground. 
Would you call that a successful project implementation?

Year Elephants Relocated 

2015 10

2016 16

2017 11

2018 11

2019 (6 months) 4

Total till 2019 52*

* Thani Dalaya (Single Tusker) had been relocated twice. 

June 23, 2020 was a silver lining in an otherwise dark year 
for elephants when twin calves were observed and seen 
by Dr. Sumith Pilapitiya at the Minneriya National Park. 
Subsequently named as Bathiya and Bhagya, the male 
and female twins have been seen romping around the 
Minneriya Savannah by so many wildlife enthusiasts. Dr. 
Pilapitiya came to this conclusion that they were twins 
with many hours of observations and realizing that they 
were both feeding from the same mother, thereby deducing 
they were twins. This is the first recorded live elephant twin 
calves in the country but there could be others that have 
gone unnoticed.

919
Human
deaths
since 2010

2953
Elephant

 

deaths

 

since 2010

MINNERIYA TWINS -  BATHIYA & BHAGYA
Image courtesy of Janaka Perera
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LIGHT REPEL SYSTEM UPDATE
The WNPS team has continued to work scientifically and 
in a structured manner on the Light Repel System (“LRS”) 
with the hope of identifying at least one potential solution 
to the problem of human–elephant conflict and have been 
rolling it out to farmers across a few impacted areas. Whilst 
we have erected the LRS in twelve (12) locations, data has 
been collected from four pilot sites over a period of time 
and the results continue to look promising. We deeply 
appreciate our sponsors for their faith in this solution. 

The site at Ehatuwewa has been monitored since July 2020. 
During this period, elephants broke into the property on 
only one occasion when the farmer had not turned on the 
LRS system. During this period, elephants have visited 
the area on a regular basis but had not ventured into the 
protected property. However, the elephants have caused 
some damage to neighbouring properties which are not 
protected by the LRS. 

The only instance where an elephant broke through 
the LRS system was at our site in Mahiyangana. In early 
January 2021, a herd of four elephants used branches to 
bring down the fence and enter the property. Fortunately 
no damage was caused and the fence was repaired quickly. 
No incidents have been experienced since, although the 
elephants have remained in the area. 

Our third pilot site in Uhana has also had a single break-in 
during December 2020. However, in this instance, part of 
the fence was not operational as some of the lights were 
not working. Elephants have been in the area over the last 
three months but have not attempted to enter the property 
when the fence has been active. 

The fourth location was just initiated in Udawalawe (7th 
Mile Post) and details of the monitoring is too early to 
report. 

Location 1
Ehetuwe-

wa

Location 2
Mahiyan-

ganaya

Location 3
Uhana, 
Ampara

Launch Jul 2020 Sep 2020 Nov 2020 

No. of Weeks 32 Weeks 24 Weeks 16 Weeks

How many times 
did elephants go 
through the LRS?

Once (1) Nil (0) Twice (2)

Did LRS work 
properly?

No. 
Technical 

failure

Yes No. 
Technical 

failure

Herd or Single 
elephant?

Single n/a Herd (03 
Elephants)

One of the biggest challenges we face is that the farmers 
across our pilot sites do not maintain the LRS. Maintenance 
requires farmers to take a proactive approach and walk 
around the property to check that the fence is functioning 
correctly. They also need to make an effort to ensure that 
batteries used for the fence are charged daily. In order to 
overcome this issue, WNPS teams are working on building 
a monitoring solution into the LRS. This will alert the 
farmer when a part of the fence is not working and prompt 
corrective action. Hopefully, this is a more user-friendly 
approach which will encourage the farmers to take on a 
more involved role in the use and maintenance of the LRS. 

The design for the monitoring solution has been completed 
and is currently being reviewed. Once the design is 
finalised, the monitoring component will be incorporated 
into the existing LRS at our pilot sites and we will continue 
to gather performance data. In future, we hope to use the 
monitoring system to gather data on elephant activity 
and also to alter the design of the fence to make it more 
decentralised and thereby provide a more robust solution 
for farmers in these areas. 

The Society thanks Brig. Sudath Udayasena for his 
innovation and willingness to share his resources to do all 
he can to mitigate HEC through the LRS.

COMMUNITY PRODUCTION AND 
INSTALLATION OF LRS
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STUDY ON ILLEGAL CAPTURE AND 
TRAFFICKING OF ELEPHANTS
The illegal wildlife trade in Sri Lanka has been in the 
headlines in recent years as a result of a couple of specific 
incidents being exposed in the media. Two such examples 
are the frozen pangolin that was found in a restaurant in 
Colombo and the animal smuggling racket that was taking 
place in Horton Plains. Elephants are also subject to illegal 
capture and trafficking as they are in demand for religious 
festivals and as tourist attractions. 

The first study into the illegal capture and smuggling of 
elephants in Sri Lanka was undertaken by T. G. Supun Lahiru 
Prakash, W. A. A. D. Indrajith, A. M. C. P. Aththanayaka, 
Suranjan Karunarathna, Madhava Botejue, Vincent Nijman 
and Sujan Henkanaththegedara. Their paper, titled “Illegal 
capture and internal trade of wild Asian elephants (Elephas 
Maximus) in Sri Lanka”, was published in the Nature 
Conservation journal on. The 3rd of November 2020. The 
period covered in the study was from January 2008 to 
December 2018.

Their study identified 55 cases where Elephants were 
illegally traded (they state that this is probably a lot 
lower than the actual figure due to the mortality rates of 
Elephants subject to capture in the wild). They also found 
that around 50% of the captured Elephants were juveniles 
under 6 years of age. Evidence also identified that animals 
were illegally captured within protected areas and state 
forests. The involvement of politicians and other high 
ranking personnel and the lack of enforcement were the 
major challenges identified through the course of the study.

The study documents a number of recommendations 
that should be implemented in order to improve the 
conservation and management of the species. These 
recommendations are as follows.

• Expedite the judicial process and prosecute offenders

• Legal and Disciplinary action to be taken against 
employees of the DWC who are involved in the illegal 
animal trade

• Resources to be made available to invest in the 
Elephant Transit Home in Udawalawe

• Adoption of the National Elephant Policy (including 
recommendations on captive animals and registration 
protocols and best practices proposed by CITES in 
2016)

The unfortunate practice of capturing and domesticating 
wild elephants for use in religious festivals and as 
donations to temples continues, regardless of the fact 
that this contravenes the Fauna and Flora Protection 
Ordinance. Most recently, this has manifested itself in 
lobbying of the Government by members of the maha 
sangha and representatives of the Tamed Elephant Owners 
Association in relation to so-called issues with the shortage 
of tamed elephants. While backlash across social media 
platforms was swift with the result that the story hasn’t 
made the headlines since, this is something conservation 
organisations, including the WNPS, will continue to 
monitor.

Our conclusion is that the Elephant Policy document 
that was approved by the Cabinet should be implemented 
in order to save our iconic species. The DWC should 
practice the conservation of elephants and not work on 
contravening conservation activity to that of the National 
Elephant Policy that they were part of writing. Our goal of 
the LRS is to roll out this experimental scientific mitigation 
method to 25 locations and monitor these locations for a 
period of 2 years. With the gathered scientific data, we hope 
to engage with the Government specifically DWC to make it 
a national mitigation method for the country. 

We at the WNPS are convinced that scientific methods 
should be used to identify suitable solutions to the ongoing 
HEC issues.  The society will continue to encourage, assist 
and partner with the DWC to adopt the recommendations 
outlined in the National Elephant Policy. We also agree with 
Dr. Prithiviraj Fernando’s village and agriculture fencing 
strategy and would do our best to help push through this 
mitigative method with the Government.

THAMBETTUWAGAMA ELEPHANT KILLING 
- IMAGE COURTESY OF THE DWC
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COMMITTEE
Zaineb Akbarally (Chair), Avijja Fonseka  
Co-opted: Sangharshanaa Ainkaran, Shenali Dias, Zayd Fajurdeen, Dinara Fernando, Adshayen Ganeshamoorthy,  Kithmee Gunasekera, 
Hafsa Hudha, Dhulanjalieeh Joseph, Shailajaha Kumaresan, Minalee Madanayake, Shontaal Manuelpillai, Keshan Perera,  Upekshi Perera, 
Meghal Perera, Amaya Pieris, Vinhara Randeny, Reihan Stephen, Mathi Thayanan, Dinithi Warnakula, Siyana Wickremesinghe, Ashinsa de 
Silva Wijeyeratne, Dulanga Witharanage, Rishan Yaheya
Youth Wing Project Coordinators:  Pavithra Attanayake and Suren Tambyrajah

YOUTH WING 
SUB-COMMITTEE REPORT 

EDUCATION FOR CONSERVATION
Since its establishment, the core work and endeavour of 
the Youth Wing has been the ‘Education for Conservation’ 
project, which is a collaboration with the National 
Development Bank (NDB Bank) who are the exclusive 
financial partners of the project. The Youth Wing is hugely 
grateful for the continued financial sponsorship provided 
for the project by NDB Bank. By the end of 2019, the Youth 
Wing had engaged with 58 schools across 12 districts 
island-wide, reaching more than 5000 students through 
awareness-raising lectures and field trips to national parks.
The vision for the project in 2020 was to be twofold:

1. Engaging and bringing into the fold of the Youth 
Wing thirty-five (35) new schools from the North-
western, Northern, Eastern and Southern Provinces.  
 
However, due to the onset of the COVID19 pandemic, 
the plan of incorporating new schools into the 
program had to be postponed. We hope to complete 
these programmes in 2021 if government and health 
regulations make it viable. For 2021, it is planned to 
conduct awareness sessions and field trips to national 
parks for schools in Puttalam, Mannar, Mullaitivu, 
Ampara, Batticaloa, Trincomalee and Hambantota.

2. Initiating environmental projects within schools 
already engaged with Youth Wing programs to ensure 
the ethos of sustainability is developed into action 
within school and community level environments.  
 
The Youth Wing successfully initiated goal 2 of the 
project in 2020, developing specialised toolkits on 
topics including organic farming, reforestation, 
beekeeping, sustainable management of waste, and bio 
fencing to mitigate against human-elephant conflict. 
These toolkits are available in Sinhala, Tamil and 
English and are currently being distributed to schools 
engaged in the programme. The Youth Wing works 
closely with the school to initiate the sustainability 
projects providing guidance and seed funding when 
necessary. Further, the school projects are to be 
regularly monitored and evaluated to ensure the 
project and equipment provided is utilised responsibly. 

EDUCATION PROGRAMME
Vidyartha Maha Vidyalaya, Weerawila
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In 2020, the Youth Wing visited eight (8) schools in 
Wasgamuwa, Udawalawe, and Lunugumvehera, distributing 
the toolkits and educating youth on their environmental 
rights and responsibilities they behold as citizens of Sri 
Lanka. This component of the project is to be continued 
in 2021, with the engagement of the other 50 schools 
that are currently part of the Youth Wing programme.  In 
addition, online awareness raising lectures was conducted 
for Gateway College and Royal College in 2020.

In 2020, the Youth Wing launched a series of online 
workshops and talks to engage and develop knowledge in 
youth and the general public in key skills for conservation. 
These sessions are focused on skills development and 
knowledge sharing and have been conducted in Sinhala, 
Tamil and English. In the past year, 11 skills workshops 
have been completed, and they have covered varied themes, 
including developing the fundamentals of conservation 
science and research, upcycling and waste management, 
understanding animal behaviour and wildlife conservation 
in the Northern Province. Sessions have been specially 
curated for various age groups, with a specially curated 
wildlife quiz and interactive storytelling and performance of 
“Horton Hears a Who!” been some of the year’s highlights. 

In addition, the Youth Wing social media channels on 
Instagram and Facebook broadens the outreach of the 
committee’s work. The Youth Wing has been conducting 
special educational campaigns on topics ranging from 
waste management, primates, wildcats, reptiles, mangroves 
and amphibians. Popular online series run by the Youth 
Wing include the Did you know fact series, where unique 
features and characteristics of wildlife are highlighted and 
Ms. Neeta’s Nature Class, a comic book style educational 
lesson that covers topics of interest and importance like 
ecosystem services and species endemism in Sri Lanka. 
Further, we celebrate important international days with 
the objective to educate the general public on important 
aspects of conservation issues. 

STUDENTS AT DHARMALOKA VIDYALAYA, UDAWALAWE  
WITH TOOLKITS DEVELOPED BY THE YOUTH WING

ABHAYAPURA JUNIOR SCHOOL, 
LUNUGUMVEHERA

08
SCHOOLS 

VISITED
WORKSHOPS
CONDUCTED

11
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Additionally, the Youth Wing have successfully conducted 
multiple competitions and challenges, including crossword 
puzzles and wildlife word searches for youth. The Youth 
Wing also efficaciously conducted a poetry competition, 
Converse to Conserve, which encouraged youth to write and 
share poetry about the environment. The competition was 
conducted in Sinhala, Tamil and English and was broken 
into two age groups junior (12-17) and senior (18-30). 
More than 60 entries were received in all three mediums, 
and the winners were announced, with the winning poems 
published on the Youth Wing social media platforms. 

With the support of the regional club, an online workshop 
was successfully held in November 2020 on ‘The status of 
wildlife conservation in the Northern Province and the 
impact of wildlife on its economy’ by Mr T. Keerthanaram, a 
student at the Vavuniya Campus of the University of Jaffna. 

FINDING THE MIGHTY LITTLE GIRL IN 
THE LAND OF MACHINES
Due to the generous donation from an anonymous donor, the 
Youth Wing developed a special illustrated storybook titled 
Finding the Mighty Little Girl in the Land of Machines that 
tells the story of a family of animals and their relationship 
with their changing surroundings. The book’s narrative 
is centered on the themes of environmental beauty and 
the paradox of the ongoing destruction of their home, Sri 
Lanka’s jungles. The storybook is a trilingual publication 
that will be distributed to school and public libraries.

#STOPECOCIDE MURAL 
With the support of over 100 volunteers, the Youth Wing 
painted a large and striking 20 x 70 foot ”Stop ecocide” 
mural; the mural was an artistic depiction of the global 
climate emergency. The mural was created to be displayed 
at the Viharamahadevi Park, opposite Nelum Pokuna 
Roundabout, on the 19th of March at the Global Climate 
Strike ‘Fridays for Future’ event. The mural was created 
to raise awareness on issues of global importance such as 
Climate Change and deforestation within a local context. 
However, despite the necessary approvals been granted by 
the authorities for the event, the mural was taken down 
before the event by the authorities. The sad course of the 
day’s events ultimately helped make the #StopEcocide 
mural  symbolic  of the concerns of youth and all Sri 
Lankan’s for the future of our environment. 

The Youth Wing also successfully launched at the end of 
2020 a regional Youth Wing club in Jaffna. The club was 
established to assist the Youth Wing committee in carrying 
out activities in the Northern Province and assisting in 
monitoring the sustainability projects at schools in the 
region. The club will also support the Youth Wing committee 
in conducting outreach sessions in the Tamil language. 

STOP ECOCIDE MURAL 
VIHARAMAHADEVI PARK, COLOMBO
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The Youth Ambassador Program is relatively a new initiative taken by the Wild Cat Committee, where the objective of the 
initiative is to select suitable candidates and give them exposure in different conservation methods to create awareness 
and inspire school children with the acquired knowledge. The two Youth Ambassadors selected in 2019 were sent to Jawai 
in India to study how the Rabari Tribe dealt with threats of the wild animals in the wilderness especially the Leopard. With 
the intention of putting the knowledge gained by the visit to India into good use, the Youth ambassadors carried out two (2) 
programs, one for school children and the other a study on Human Leopard Co-existence in the Sigiriya area.

YOUTH AMBASSADOR 
PROGRAMME (YAP) REPORT

SCHOOL AWARENESS PROGRAM
At the beginning of 2020, the Youth ambassadors carried 
out awareness programs in two schools in Udawalawe. 
The program focused on the importance of the leopard for 
the bio diversity and how it should be protected. Similar 
programs were scheduled to be conducted in Nawalapitiya 
and Bogawanthalawa soon after, and later move on to 
Wilpattu and Yala but unfortunately all planned programs 
were disrupted by the outbreak of COVID 19. 

STUDY ON HUMAN LEOPARD 
CO-EXISTENCE
In the latter part of the year when travel restrictions were 
lifted from district to district, the Youth Ambassadors 
carried out a study in several villages in Sigiriya, on Human 
Leopard Co-existence at a time when Human Leopard 
conflict has escalated at a rapid pace. 

A survey was conducted in Dambulla, Mahasengama, 
Thalkote, Polattawa, Ilukwela and Pidurangala. Data was 
collected from 14 farmers from these villages. The survey 
results indicated that 36 Leopard attacks on livestock had 
taken place in 5 villages over a period of 5 years. Since there 
is no compensation scheme presently the total loss is borne 
by the farmers. If a compensation scheme is not introduced 
the farmers will not engaged in animal husbandry as there 
also are other challenges they face like limited land for 
grazing and high fines for destruction of cultivations.

The youth Ambassadors propose that an insurance scheme 
be implemented by WNPS together with an Insurance 
Company to compensate the farmers for their loss from 
leopard attacks. The WNPS is currently looking out for a 
Sponsor to help launch this worthy initiative.

The next phase of the project is to carry out similar programs 
in areas where Leopard attacks have been reported.  

YOUTH AMBASSADORS CARRYING OUT 
SURVEY ON HUMAN-LEOPARD COEXISTENCE
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COMMITTEE
Committee: Caryll Tozer (Chair), Rahula Dassenaieke
Co-opted: Ashani Basnayake

CONSERVATION 
SUB-COMMITTEE REPORT 

Sri Lanka is one of the world’s 26 biodiversity hotspots, 
meaning we are a country rich in biodiversity that is sadly 
under threat. Sri Lanka’s rapidly disappearing forest cover 
stands at approximately 17%. With increasing urbanization, 
shifting agriculture, illegal cultivation and encroachment, 
unsustainable as well as unplanned development, many 
of the country’s sanctuaries, natural environments, 
and wildlife, is consistently under threat and needing 
protection. 

WNPS’s Conservation Sub-Committee is integral to the 
organizations overall conservation efforts. Its mission is 
to ensure policy is drafted, lobbying efforts are conducted 
with policy makers, conducting education and awareness-
oriented projects and to save species wherever possible.

During 2020 when the entire world was reeling from the 
devastating impacts of the Covid-19 pandemic, Sri Lanka 
began seeing unprecedented levels of destruction of forest 
patches, sanctuaries and boundaries of Wildlife Parks 
around the country. One of the most significant changes 
in the conservation trajectory was brought forth by the 
cancellation of the 05/2001 Circular, which transferred 
the management of ‘Other State Forests (OSFs) or State 
Residual Forests’ from under the protection of the Forest 
Department, back to the Divisional Secretaries to be 
used wherever appropriate for chosen development and 
agricultural projects. 

CONSERVATION EFFORTS 
IN THE YEAR 2020
Despite the extraordinary circumstances of the year 
2020, upon approval at the last AGM, the WNPS was able 
to finalize the establishment of the Preserving Land and 
Nature Trust (PLANT) as a Limited Liability Guarantee 
Company; which now, allows anyone to donate unused 
lands and/or funds to WNPS, to purchase lands classified as 
sensitive biodiversity areas, in order to ensure their future 
protection under PLANT. Upon official registration, PLANT 
was established as a separate Trust with its own Directors 
and Committee.

The Conservation Sub-Committee also established 
an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) reporting 
e-template, to members and other environmental and 
conservation organizations. This initiative was launched 
with the intention of enabling members of the wider 
community, access to information regarding EIA, carried out 
in respect to most government or private-led development 
projects. By sharing every EIA issued, WNPS has allowed 
for the audience to read, comprehend and even question/
dispute any aspect of the EIA, by writing to the relevant 
authorities. The initiative has therefore been successful in 
introducing a much needed ‘watchdog’ element to the EIA 
process.

Bogahapattiya Forest Reserve 
destruction
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Additionally, a lobbying effort was made, to meet, educate 
and even question several Government Ministers, Members 
of Parliament, as well as Department Heads, on the viability 
of specific government-initiated projects. These lobbying 
efforts by WNPS and other organizations, resulted in the 
cancellation of the ‘Seethawaka Mega Hydro Project’ as a 
Government sponsored project, which was perceived to be 
environmentally-damaging in the long run.

Furthering the conservation effort through raising 
awareness, the WNPS has initiated an alert mechanism to 
local news and media, in order to help such entities create 
awareness about the ongoing destruction of forests and 
biodiversity throughout the country.

MOVING FORWARD: PLANS FOR 2021
A consensus was reached regarding the continuation 
of lobbying efforts with Government Departments and 
Members of Parliament, as it was agreed that policy changes 
cannot be brought forth without the cooperation of these 
stakeholders. The cancellation of the 05/2001 Circular, on 
the protection of, “Other State Forests”, have left us with 
more lobbying efforts and need for awareness projects and 
interactions with the government. Efforts are being made 
to overturn this cancellation which puts many thousand 
acres of valuable forests and wildlife habitats at risk.

The Committee also identified a specific area within which 
the Committee’s conservation efforts would be effected; 
by building corridors connecting fragmented forests. This 
would entail meeting with local politicians and relevant 
land owners. The Sabaragamuwa Province was identified as 
the area in which these efforts would take effect. 

The EIA reporting facility will continue to be mailed out 
with the hope that considerable attention will be paid by 
the general public, to any infrastructure building/projects 
that might impact the environment and all conservation 
efforts.  

The upcoming year will be a very challenging one, and the 
Conservation Sub-Committee plans to continue activities 
that will endure to facilitate conservationist efforts in Sri 
Lanka.

Image courtesy of Dr. Rishani Gunasinghe
Pictured here: Aranga - The endangered Sri Lankan 

Whistling Thrush seen at Horton Plains
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LEGAL SUB-COMMITTEE 
REPORT 

The Society, independently, as well as with the Environmental Foundation Limited as co-petitioners, has taken several 
initiatives to prevent or mitigate matters that give effect to environment and wildlife destruction. As can be seen below, the 
Society is frustrated with the continual delays and slow process within which key environmental issues are being addressed 
in the country. Justice Delayed is certainly Justice Denied as the natural eco systems keep getting drastically altered due to 
these issues, while the cases keep getting pushed back. Other countries have created special Legal Courts and Tribunals in 
recognition of the need for speedy resolutions. Salient cases have been described in detail below. 

ELEPHANT POLICY CASE - CA/WRIT/20/2020
The Society, as the Petitioner, filed this application in the 
Court of Appeal with the help of Julius & Creasy, against 
the Department of Wildlife Conservation. The Society 
sought from the Court to direct the DWC officials to take 
mitigating actions in view of a Cabinet decision taken 
for the issuance of 2000 firearms to be distributed to 
personnel of the Civil Defence Force (hereinafter ‘CDF’) 
deployed/living in areas rife with Human-Elephant Conflict 
(“HEC”). The Society also complained against Department 
Officials for not taking effective actions to implement the 
National Elephant Policy. The Society over the years has 
been involved in attempting to address the grave issue of 
the HEC through various means, and this case was filed 
in pursuance of those efforts. This case is currently at the 
Argument stage and the Parties have been directed to file 
their Statement of Objections and Counter Affidavits in 
court. This will be taken up again in court on 27th August 
2021 for Argument. 

REWATHA
Image courtesy of Erich Joseph

MALNOURISHED ELEPHANT IN 
UDAWALAWE NATIONAL PARK
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WILPATTU ROAD CASE (SCFR 224/10)
Environmental Foundation Limited (EFL) together with 
the WNPS and WPAF (Wilderness and Protected Area 
Foundation), instituted this application in public interest 
and in objection to the illegal construction of two roads 
within the boundaries of the Wilpattu National Park, 
which violates the provisions of the FFPO (Fauna and Flora 
Protection Ordinance).

The concern of the petitioners was that the two roads, 
were not in existence when the five blocks that formed 
the Wilpattu National Park were gazetted at various times 
between 1938 and 1973. It appeared that these roads have 
come into existence for military purposes during the period 
when the Wilpattu National Park was closed due to the 
said area becoming a battleground between the Sri Lankan 
Security Forces and the LTTE. However, after the war was 
over, a strenuous attempt was made to turn these roads 
into commercial roads serving traffic between the Puttlam 
and Mannar Districts.

The Petitioners position is that such development would 
be highly detrimental to the National Park and should 
not be permitted under the terms of the Fauna and Flora 
Protection Ordinance. However, this case has been at 
a standstill for a longtime due to the effort made by the 
parties to settle the matter. Proposal and counter proposal 
by the parties as well as the interim petitioners were 
rejected and also the petitioner were unable to agree with 
the proposals. The case was to be taken up for argument 
on December 8th 2020, but however, due to postponements 
took place because of Covid 19 restrictions, it was re-fixed 
for argument on 11th June 2021.

GALGAMUWA TUSKER CASE 
This case is related to the killing of the famous Galgamuwa 
Tusker popularly known as the Dala Puttuwa in or around 
November, 2017. Eight suspects have been arrested by the 
Police for the alleged shooting and possession of tusks. 
The suspects were arrested by the Walana Crimes squad 
when the Tusks were being handed over at the Temple in 
Nikawewa.

The 8 suspects have now been produced before Court 
and bailed out. The investigations are now done by the 
special investigation Unit 1 of the Criminal Investigation 
Department (CID). The DNA test carried out by the 
Genetech Sri Lanka Institute has reported that the Tusk 
taken into the custody is compatible with the DNA of the 
dead Elephant.

The EFL and WNPS were added only as agreed parties 
to this case. Unfortunately, this case has not moved any 
further during the year concerned as the CID has failed to 
handover the investigation book extracts to the Attorney 
General’s Department for the purpose of filing charges/
indictment. This case has now been directed for Attorney 
General’s advice. WNPS and EFL are currently taking efforts 
to expedite the proceedings with the relevant parties.

DALA POOTUWA (THE CROSS TUSKER)
Image courtesy of Rajiv Welikala
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SAND MINING CASE (SCFR 29/2020)
This Fundamental Rights application was filed on 06th 
February 2020 by the EFL and WNPS as co-petitioners, 
challenging the Mining circular which was issued on 
31/12/2019 by Geological and Mines Bureau, changing the 
procedures set out in the National Environmental Act No 
47 of 1980, as amended, Urban Development Authority Act 
No. 41 of 1988, as amended, and the Mines and Minerals 
Act No. 33 of 1992, as amended 

In brief, this circular has amended the permits / license 
issuing procedure by removing the safe guards in the Mines 
and Minerals Act, No. 33 of 1992 (as amended), as well as 
other safe guards and regulations issued by the Geological 
and Mines Bureau with regard to sand, gravel, and clay. The 
Petitioners claimed that simplification of the process by 
relaxing the requirements placed by Environmental laws 
pose a severe threat to safeguarding the water resources of 
people, natural environment and the natural resources of 
the country. They also claimed that such amendments can 
brought into force only through an Act of Parliament. 

This case was taken up for support in the year 2020, but due 
to various reasons, including Covid restrictions, the case 
was postponed and is now coming up for Support, on 02nd 
June 2021. 

DAHAIYAGALA ELECTRIC FENCE (SCFR 529/11)
This case is being filed as a connected matter to the 
previously terminated case (SCFR 410/2008) instituted 
by EFL together with the WNPS and WPAF. The SCFR 
(410/2008) was filed to stop the illegal felling of trees within 
the Udawalawa National Park and Dahaiyagala Sanctuary, 
which area is protected by Fauna and Flora Protection 
Ordinance and the Forest Ordinance. Petitioners in this 
case also claimed that this deforestation has potential to 
block the elephant corridors, and therefore sought from 
the court for an interim relief to stop the illegal felling of 
trees. In this case, as a solution, the Respondents suggested 
a proposal to build an elephant corridor and for the people 
who resided within the corridor to be relocated. As such, 
proceedings of the case 410/2008 was concluded.  

However, the current fundamental rights application (SCFR 
529/11) was filed by the farmers on the question of the 
newly proposed electric fence which was encroaching on to 
their lands. EFL and the WNPS were not a party to the said 
case initially but was added as respondents subsequently.  
Throughout the years alternate lands have been identified 
for the families including the Petitioner who lived in the 
vicinity of the proposed electric fence. The Divisional 
Secretary has now granted permits  for agricultural lands 
in alternative places but the petitioners are insisting that 
they should be given grants for the alternative lands they 
were given. Furthermore, the petitioners do not want to 
accept the alternative land due to many other different 
reasons. However, several attempts have now been made for 
settlement and the case will be mentioned on 28.04.2021 
for a final determination of that aspect.  

CLEARED AND CULTIVATED LAND WITHIN 
THE DAHAIYAGALA SANCTUARY
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UP-COMING CASES AS AT MARCH 2021
• Efforts are currently underway to file an action against the deforestation that took 

place in Udawalawa Dahaiyagala area, that is adjacent to the sanctuary site. Parties are 
endeavouring to file the Petition in court within the next two months. 

• Engage as an intervening party to the case filed in the Magistrates’ Court in Kekirawa, 
against the killing of the Revatha tusker. Case will be taken up again in March 31st 2021.

PALLENKANDAL CHURCH - CA/WRIT 51/2018
WNPS together with EFL filed a writ application against 
the illegal festive activities taking place inside the Wilpattu 
National Park. The background to this case is that, the 
Church in question has been in existence for a long time 
as a small jungle shrine. However, post war the church has 
rapidly expanded to become a permanent structure, and 
with increased human intrusions that take place because of 
the church activities, the wildlife around the area has been 
subjected to increased threat. In the circumstances, WNPS 
and EFL as co-petitioners filed a writ application in the Court 
of Appeal, challenging the unlawful/ unregulated activities 
that were being carried out as a consequence of church 
activities. However, after much deliberation the parties 
failed to arrive into a settlement. The case proceeded to the 
next stage and a judgement was delivered. Unfortunately, 
the judge found a preliminary objection that was taken up 
by the Respondents as valid, and dismissed the case. The 
preliminary objection was regarding a technical error in 
the Affidavits filed by the Petitioners. However, as the Judge 
could not proceed to examine the merits of the case due 
to the preliminary objections, WNPS strongly feels that a 
fresh application is this matter will be worthwhile. Hence, 
a fresh application will be made in this regard within the 
next two months as it is currently at the draft stage.

Pictured here: Drone footage of the Pallenkandal shrine and the area 
cleared in 2016.  Image courtesy of David Colin-Thome
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Prof. Lakdas Fernando (Chair), Dr. Nirmali de Silva
Co-Opted: Chandrika Gunawardena(Hon. Treasurer), Ravindi Galagamamudali
Co-coordinator: Amila Perera (till Feb 2020), Charith Madushanka

Project Advisors and Consultants: Prof Savitri Gunatilleke, Prof Nimal Gunatilleke and Dr Suranjan Fernando.

REFORESTATION OF A RAINFOREST 
(ROAR) SUB-COMMITTEE REPORT

Rainforests are considered the Lungs of our planet. Tropical 
rainforests are believed to be the richest, most diverse, most 
productive, most complex terrestrial ecosystem known 
to man, yet this ecosystem is in danger of extermination. 
People have lived-in and harvested from the rainforests 
for thousands of years. Rapid and widespread destruction 
in this century is a threat to many species and may 
permanently impoverish the earth as home for many.

The WNPS realized that the regeneration of a denuded 
rainforest is not just about planting trees but needs a highly 
scientific approach and sought the help of Sri Lanka’s best 
known scientists who are experts in the field. It is fortunate 
that WNPS was able to mobilize the support of the husband 
and wife duo, Professor Mr and Mrs Gunathilleke who 
readily agreed to support this project as a scientific exercise 
in tropical rainforest regeneration.

The Project site which is about 2 hectares in extent belongs 
to the Department of Forests. Diyakothakanda is a denuded 
forest slope situated in the Kalutara District in the village 
of Dikhena. In 2016, WNPS commenced work on the 
project to develop the forest area as an experimental plot 
in regenerating a denuded rainforest. The site is divided 
in to three zones A, B and C. In zone A as shown in the 
diagram is the section at the bottom of the hill. Initially, 
pioneer forest species were planted. Subsequently, under 
the canopy of the sun loving fast growing pioneer species, 
primary forest species from wildlings obtained from the 
surrounding forest area have been planted.

A fair proportion of lowland rain forests in Sri Lanka have 
historically been clear-felled, cultivated by subsistence 
farmers and abandoned after depletion of soil fertility. Such 
areas subsequently colonized by the old-world forked fern, 
Dicranopteris linearis (Burm. f.) Underw. (Gleicheniaceae) 
are repeatedly set on fire by local people, but they re-
sprout from their subterranean rhizomes. Consequently, 
these fern lands persist over long periods as an ecologically 
arrested plagioclimax community along with a few other 
fire-tolerant and shade- intolerant shrub species that also 
emerge through the dense fern thicket.

WNPS initiated a rain forest restoration pilot project in such 
a fern land plagioclimax in Diyakothakanda near Morapitiya 
Forest Reserve following the ‘relay floristic facilitation’ 
model. The subterranean fern rhizome mat was physically 
removed. Stone terraces and fern debris bunds were then 
established at strategic intervals for soil conservation. 
Pioneer shrub species such as Hedyotis fruiticosa, Mallotus 
tetracoccus, Croton laccifer and Melastoma malabathricum 
already established in the thicket were retained. 

In 2016, with the onset of the North-East monsoons, over 
12 nursery-raised pioneer and early successional species 
(n = 1250 individuals) common to this region were planted 
randomly in the lower-most zone; then in 2017 and 2018 
respectively in the mid and upper slopes. Among the 12 
pioneer species planted in 2016, the highest (69% - 97%) 
survival rates after eight months were recorded by seven 
pioneer species.

Pictured here: Aerial footage 
of the site in April 2021
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The first phase of the relay floristic facilitation model 
established with pioneer species showed satisfactory 
survival rates. They provided the partial shade required 
for ameliorating the above ground environment and soil 
conditions for introduction of mid and late-successional 
species, as the next successional cohorts, beneath the 
shade-intolerant pioneers. The relay floristic facilitation 
model appears to be the most suited to redirect the 
deflected plagioclimax communities towards the climatic 
climax of the region, the lowland rain forests.

After a few years, these primary forest trees are expected to 
come out of the canopy of the pioneer trees, which forms 
the final stage of the relay floristic technique adopted in 
the regeneration of the destroyed rainforest. In zone B, 
the pioneer canopy has just developed giving sufficient 
shade to the introduction of primary forest trees. In zone 
C, where the soil is badly degenerated, even the pioneers 
are struggling to survive. After a soil test carried out by the 
National Institute of Fundamental Studies at Kandy, they 
have recommended the application of a Biofilm to improve 
the soil. This work is being planned for implementation 
under the supervision of the project advisors.

To date, 1434 plants that have been planted are tagged and 
numbered for the purpose of monitoring growth and for 
further research study. The project has in its possession 
data on all trees planted since the commencement. The 
project is also maintaining nurseries of primary wildlings 
under the care of a few villagers living in the area. 

As seen in the photographs, the regeneration of the historic 
forest is clearly visible particularly in zone A. In zone B, 
the pioneers and where possible wildlings will be planted 
according to a plan developed by the experts. In zone C, 
after the application of the biofilm planting will be carried 
out plot wise for comparative study of growth.

REFORESTATION PROGRESS 
MARCH 2020

ROAR EXPERTS AND 
CONSULTANTS AT THE SITE

ZONE DEMARCATION AND 
PROJECT PROGRESS (2016) 
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A Field work programme was conducted from 2nd - 4th March 
2020 to plan the next phase of project with the assistance of 
a Group of 30 from YZA at Diyakothakanda, WNPS Research 
Site. The workshop was led by Dr. Suranjan Fernando and 
supported by Prof Nimal & Prof Savitri Gunatilleke and 
Coordinator Amila Perera.

Significant improvement in the biodiversity in the project 
area has been already observed and it is planned to 
encourage a local University to undertake a systematic and 
long-term quantitative study on changes to biodiversity. 
This exercise along with other activities planned to involve 
the community in the forest has been greatly hampered by 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

The consultants to the project are Prof Savitri and Nimal 
Gunatilleke, who have been advising us on how to re-grow 
the forest using a technique referred to as Relay Floristics. 
Dr. Suranjan Fernando who has joined the team has 
developed a plan for Biofilm application and planting in 
the zone C.

We wish to thank the initial sponsors Rotary Club Colombo 
West, Teejay Lanka PLC and Bureau Veritas Consumer 
Products Services Lanka (Pvt) Ltd, and we gratefully 
acknowledge the continued single handed sponsorship of 
this ‘Rainforest Initiative’ by Mr Ajita de Costa in memory 
of his late father Mr. Ray de Costa.

PLANT NURSERIES: PIONEERS AND 
FOREST PLANTS READY FOR PLANTING

REFORESTATION PROGRESS 
INSIDE ZONE C

REFORESTATION PROGRESS 
INSIDE ZONE B
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THE GREEN ISLE 
SUB-COMMITTEE REPORT

Awareness of the ecological importance of wetlands has led 
to increased interest in wetland creation and restoration. A 
wide range of initiatives have been undertaken to reverse 
this decline, by creating and restoring wetland systems 
in both rural and urban environments, in recognition of 
their physicochemical, socioeconomic and conservation 
benefits.

Wetlands are a critical part of our natural environment. 
They protect our shores from wave action, reduce the 
impacts of floods, absorb pollutants and improve water 
quality. They provide habitat for animals and plants and 
many contain a wide diversity of life, supporting plants and 
animals that are found nowhere else.

Bellanwila-Attidiya wetland bird sanctuary was gazetted 
in 1990. The Department of Wildlife Conservation 
who manage the Bellanwila-Attidiya Sanctuary were 
overwhelmed by the activities to retain and protect the 
sanctuary from encroachers but leaving little time for the 
depleted staff to maintain the sanctuary. As a result, the 
Sanctuary completely lost its original assembly of trees and 
got inundated by aggressive invasive alien species Annona 
glabra and to a lesser extent by Acacia.

Bellanwila-Attidiya wetland bird sanctuary provided a 
suitable habitat for many bird species including some 
rare migrants like the Glossy Ibis and the Combed Duck. 
However, in the past 20-30 years, due to the uncontrolled 
spreading of the aggressive invasive alien species, Annona 
glabra the sanctuary lost almost all of its indigenous 
flora. This uncontrolled growth of the invasive species 
downgraded the precious bird sanctuary in Bellanwila-
Attidiya to a swamp of Annona glabra. The authorities who 
manage the sanctuaries failed to control this invasion of 
the aggressive invasive alien species.

BELLANVILA /ATTIDIYA MARSHES: 
AERIAL FOOTAGE OF THE GREEN ISLE SITE
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RAMSAR CITY
The designation of Colombo as a Ramsar Wetland City is 
a milestone achievement and an incredible opportunity to 
double down on measures to protect and restore the city’s 
wetlands. With increased public awareness, international 
support, and combined government and citizen action, 
Colombo can embrace its green infrastructure and the 
advantages of urban wetlands.

Preserving Colombo’s wetlands is a long-term investment 
in sustainable urban infrastructure that will pay off in 
many ways. In six years, Sri Lanka will have to justify the 
retention of Colombo’s Wetland City status: till then, it 
is up to all the stakeholders to work toward this goal and 
make the city a global leader in wetland conservation.

Green Isle consists of a 40 acre island where the restoration 
is taking place. Last year two inland lakes were created and 
a fair amount of Annona glabra was thinned out with the 
assistance of the Sri Lanka Land Development Corporation. 
To date over 1200 carefully selected recommended plant 
species have been planted along the cleared nature trail. 
Each sapling is tagged and numbered and their growth 
is carefully monitored. In 2021, a further 1000 selected 
tree saplings will be planted while the Annona glabra is 
gradually thinned out further. The project maintains a 
tree nursery and the list of recommended plants have been 
publicized by WNPS for well-wishers to support the project 
by paying for or donating plant saplings.

WNPS is also studying and monitoring the water quality 
of the two inland lakes and the surrounding canals. Five 
undergraduates from the Department of Zoology and 
Environmental Management of the University of Kelaniya 
conducted a case study to assess the spatial variation of 
selected water quality parameters and the abundance of 
Water Hyacinth at the Bellanwila site. Water samples were 
collected twice last year and the data obtained is being 
analyzed. The group is planning to conduct a questionnaire 
survey of nearby residents to ascertain whether there is a 
relationship between the abundance of Water Hyacinth and 
the lifestyle of residents.

As can be seen in the photographs, the trees planted along 
the cleared nature trail have grown well to heights over 
10 feet. In total, over 1200 carefully selected plants have 
been tagged and numbered and an inventory of all the 
trees planted is maintained. Stocktaking and monitoring of 
growth of the surviving plants will be carried out in 2021.

The newly created inland lakes have fish and other life 
forms in sufficient numbers to attract migrant and resident 
birds to this area. Wild ducks, Cormorants, Kingfishers, 
and Pelicans can be seen in the two inland ponds. Even a 
few crocodiles from the main canal have made their way to 
these ponds.

Another objective of the project is to provide a refuge for 
the critically endangered endemic primate Nestor – The 
Purple-faced Leaf Monkey which has lost most of its natural 
habitat. The primate expert on the technical advisory panel 
has assisted in recommending suitable Nestor friendly tree 
species to be planted particularly along the nature trail. 
Troops of purple-faced leaf monkey can also be seen in 
the project site. With the growth of the monkey friendly 
vegetation, this island can definitely turn into a refuge to 
many troops of purple faced leaf monkey who are suffering 
from habitat loss in the surrounding areas.

The four year project currently in its second year is managed 
by the WNPS and mainly funded by Abans PLC with 
electronics giant LG, as the principal sponsor and further 
supported with funds by a few well-wishers of the WNPS. 
Continued support by the Sri Lanka Land Development 
Corporation is gratefully acknowledged.
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RECONSTRUCTED GATE 
AND BARREL BRIDGE

CRITICALLY ENDANGERED 
PURPLE-FACED LEAF MONKEY

TREES PLANTED ALONG THE 
CLEARED NATURE TRAIL
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MARINE SUB-COMMITTEE 
REPORT

MARINE CONSERVATION ACTIVITY
Mangrove conservation was identified as being a top 
priority on the agenda of activity and the Marine Sub-
Committee continued working on the projects that began 
in the preceding year. The team has worked tirelessly 
and there has been great response from different parties 
towards the work done.

ANAWILUNDAWA ACCELERATED NATURAL 
MANGROVE REGENERATION PROJECT
Protecting mangrove ecosystems are a critical facet of 
marine coastal conservation. Sadly, in the late 1990’s, 
over 50% of Sri Lanka’s Mangrove habitat was destroyed 
to establish Prawn Aquaculture projects. This severely 
affected the functioning of our coastal ecosystems. Sri 
Lanka’s current mangrove cover is estimated to be 15,000 
19,000 Hectares - only 0.3% of the total landmass of our 
country. This is critically low and puts the island at risk 
form the impact of climate change and other natural 
disasters such as storm surges and Tsunamis.

Anawilundawa is a significant wetland ecosystem in Sri 
Lanka. The largest threat to its  future is the destruction 
caused by Prawn Farming. The destruction of these 
ecosystems is compounded by the fact that it also cripples 
livelihoods of communities living around the area.

It is therefore very heartening to note that the project to 
restore a 40 hectares of abandoned prawn farms that were 
once mangrove habitat in the Anawilundawa RAMSAR 
wetland sanctuary, is now an integral and pivotal part of 
the committee’s activities. The progress was halted due to 
the many months of restricted mobility due to the Covid-19 
pandemic and work began in June 2020 with renewed 
energy.

In 2020 the Department of Wildlife Conservation engaged 
in the scientific restoration of the abandoned prawn ponds, 
with the technical assistance of the Wayamba University of 
Sri Lanka and the Forest Department.

The WNPS is proud to share that it will partner with the 
Department of Wildlife Conservation as the Principal 
Partner in this project, and will sponsor all the scientific 
activity that will be a source of observation and data 
gathering, to ensure that appropriate Mangrove species are 
identified and the total environmental balance is restored 
with minimal disturbance to the surrounding environment.  

Image courtesy of Gobalakrishnan Thuvaragan
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In response to our project proposals, Hemas Consumer 
recently signed an MOU with the WNPS to restore the 
mangrove ecosystem at the Anawilundawa wetlands. Over 
the next three years Hemas Consumer will work closely 
with the WNPS in implementing necessary measures to 
restore mangroves in selected blocks of land. This site is 
also in close proximity to the Hemas Manufacturing plant in 
Dankotuwa, whose staff will stay engaged with the project. 
Aided by a holistic approach to mangrove rehabilitation, 
this 3-year long project will ensure that the restored 
mangroves are carefully nurtured until they flourish. 

Many other partners have also  expressed their interest  to 
support the Marine Sub-Committee on this critical project.

HYDROLOGICAL INTERVENTIONS 
IN PROGRESS

CONSULTANTS AND 
EXPERTS ON-SITE

SIGNING OF MOU BETWEEN HEMAS 
CONSUMER AND THE WNPS

ARIAL VIEW OF AREA TO BE RESTORED 
AND WORK ON THE PILOT BLOCK

33



PROTECTION OF THE VIDATTALTIVU  NATURE 
RESERVE AND OTHER MARINE HABITATS 
AND ACTIVITY THAT WOULD ENDANGER 
MARINE BIODIVERSITY
The WNPS Marine Sub-Committee was a part of a coalition 
of organizations that worked together to protect the 
Viddataltivu Nature reserve from being de-gazzeted and a 
part of it utilized for prawn farming. The process required a 
series of meetings with the authorities who were presented 
with scientific evidence and facts, requesting them to 
revisit the reasons for the gazzetting of the nature reserve 
due to it being a sensitive area with valuable biodiversity. 

The Vidattaltivu Nature Reserve, in the Manner area is 
the third largest protected marine area in Sri Lanka and 
covers 290 sqkm including the sea and coastal belt with 
mangroves and wetland. Vidattaltivu is one of the few sites 
in the world to hold so many water birds. It is possibly one 
of the most significant sites for shorebirds in the Central- 
South Asia Flyway.  More than one million shorebirds have 
been seen at this site according to records of the Ceylon 
Bird Club. As a signatory to the Convention on Migratory 
Species (CMS), Sri Lanka has an international obligation to 
not disrupt migration patterns. One of the iconic species in 
the Vidattaltivu Nature Reserve is the rare and endangered 
Dugong or the ‘Sea Cow’. It feeds on the extensive sea 
grasses found in the area. Such unique and rare sites have 
tremendous potential for high value, responsible, nature-
based tourism.

The WNPS Marine Sub-Committee is very grateful to the 
organizations that partnered with us on this vital project. 
They are also thankful to the authorities and policy makers 
who were open to engaging the group in fact-based 
dialogue, which enabled the very critical decision against 
de-gazzetting this very sensitive and vital ecosystem.

The WNPS continues its work to ensure conservation 
of critically endangered Mangroves and Co-Chairs the 
Mangrove Conservations and Sustainable Livelihoods 
committee, which was formed as a direct result of the 
Viddataltivu project. 

The WNPS also expressed serious concern about the 
issue with regards to the Mt. Lavinia Beach Nourishment 
program and offered its services to the authorities. 

A part of the statement issued by the WNPS is as follows: 
“The WNPS will harness its repository of knowledge and 
expertise, to plot the locations of the reefs and wrecks in 
the area, with the objective of determining the proximity of 
these structures to the site of dredging.”

 
It has also offered its expertise in partnering the Coast 
Conservation Department (CCD) , to navigate the process 
of balancing the threats to environmental conservation and 
coastal development.  The Marine Sub-Committee has also 
called for the EIA of this project and is awaiting a response.

The Sub-Committee also raised serious concerns with 
regards to the move to reestablish the legal status of Spear 
Fishing.

MARINE CHATS AND TALKS
The concept of Marine Chats was to convene a small group of 
participants at the WNPS office which will enable interaction 
with the speaker on topical marine conservation related 
matters. The restrictions on physical meetings compelled 
Marine Chats to be held virtually and the audience swelled 
into hundreds as a result.  There were some enthralling 
chats by Nishan Perera on Marine Diversity and Shipwrecks 
off Colombo and Dharshana Jayawardena on Shipwrecks of 
Sri Lanka. Interspaced between these chats were other very 
interesting talks in collaboration with the Rotaract Club. 
Coral restoration by Aindri Morahela, Turtle Conservation 
by Chaturangi Munasinghe and Marine Conservation by 
Ranil Nanayakkara were the noteworthy chats in 2020. The 
Marine Chats are now being sponsored by Kumarika, one of 
the leading natural brands in Sri Lanka, and we appreciate 
their partnership.

AWARENESS AND EDUCATION 
The Sub-Committee worked with the Rotaract club on a 
mangrove conservation awareness project by crafting a 
competition which required participants to research on the 
conservation and regeneration of mangroves and present 
a proposal to regenerate mangroves at a chosen site. This 
competition was judged by Prof Sevvandi Jayakody, Head 
of the National Mangrove Expert Committee, Ms Zaineb 
Akberally, Head of the WNPS Youth Wing and Graham 
Marshall Marine Sub-Committee Chair. The teams would 
then work in combination with the winning entry to 
implement the winning project.

CONSERVATION OF SHIPWRECKS 
AND MARINE PROTECTED AREAS 
Work will continue to lobby to classify areas around 
some of the older shipwrecks as Marine Sanctuaries. In 
addition, the committee will work with the Dept. of Wildlife 
Conservation on how best the status of the current marine 
protected areas can be strengthened. 

MANGROVES ON THE VIDATTALTIVU COAST 
THE ONLY AREA IN SRI LANKA WHERE MANGROVES FACE THE SEA
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WILDCAT SUB-COMMITTEE 
REPORT 

Established with the intention of aiding in the conservation 
of Sri Lanka’s four wildcats, the Sub-Committee continued 
its work throughout the year to further this goal.

The year 2020 turned out to be one of the worst years for 
the wildcats in Sri Lanka, particularly for the apex predator 
in Sri Lanka, the Leopard, Panthera pardus kotiya, with 13 
reported killings.

THE 3RD CAT CHAT
A ‘Cat Chat’ was held early in 2020 with two guest speakers 
from India and US, namely Dr. Shahil Nijhawan and 
Dr. Ashwin Naidu. The main aims of the Cat Chat are to 
facilitate interaction among the wildcat researchers in Sri 
Lanka to provide a common platform to share their work, 
idea and knowledge while learning from those engaged 
in similar activities outside the country and helping to 
translate that work into action within Sri Lanka. This was 
the 3rd Cat Chat to be held. It was hosted by the WNPS 
at the WNPS office on the 18th of January 2020, and was 
moderated by Dr. Sriyanie Miththapala. The event was 
well attended by prominent wild cat researchers and 
conservationists. Dr. Nijhawan spoke of his fascinating 
research on tiger populations in the Dibang region of 
India and the relationship between these tigers and the 
indigenous Idu community living alongside them. 

CAT CHAT WITH DR SHAHIL 
NIJHAWAN AND DR ASHWIN NAIDU

Image courtesy of Dr. Rishani Gunasinghe
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DECLARATION OF MAY 29TH 
AS LEOPARD DAY
Sri Lanka saw a high number of leopard deaths in 2020, 
but one that struck the hearts of many across the island 
was the death due to a snare, of the melanistic leopard 
(black leopard) in Nallathanniya.  It served as a reminder 
that Sri Lanka has precious and rare wildlife that need to 
be protected at all costs. The WNPS therefore, declared the 
29th of May as ‘Leopard Day’, so that we may remember the 
sad events that took place which led to the death of this 
iconic leopard, and  let it fuel a stronger dialogue about Sri 
Lanka’s only big cat. Following this death, estates in the hill 
country became more aware of the need to eradicate illegal 
snares set on their property and action was taken by many 
estate owners and organizations to find and remove such 
snares. But sadly the death toll has been phenomenally 
high in recent times, and much more will need to be done 
to turn the tide on this terrible practice.

DONATION OF LIGHTWEIGHT CAGES 
FOR THE TRANSPORT OF INJURED 
WILDCATS
The DWC carried out several successful leopard rescue and 
release operations in the recent past using a new model 
of light-weight aluminum cage. This cage design was 
instrumental in the success of these rescue and releases, 
as it allowed for rapid response and easy handling of the 
animal.

Two more such light-weight aluminum cages were donated 
to the DWC by the WNPS, to be used for future wildlife 
rescue operations around the island. The new units are 
just 30 kg in weight, compared to the 80 kg units used by 
the DWC in the past. Of the two cages donated, one was 
funded through the Dr Ravi Samarasinghe Trust Fund of 
the WNPS and dedicated to Dr Ravi Samarasinghe, who 
carried out pioneering research on the leopards of Sri 
Lanka. The second cage was donated with the kind support 
from wildlife enthusiasts Namal Kamalgoda and Kithsiri 
Gunawardena. The wild cat committee hopes that this 
donation will help to minimise unfortunate incidents 
during leopard and other wild cat rescue operations.

PURSUING THE ‘LEOPARD CONSERVA-
TION PLAN’ WITH THE DEPARTMENT 
OF WILDLIFE CONSERVATION
The efforts commenced on May 14th 2018, with the 
workshop to ‘Develop Guidelines and Policy Directives for 
the Conservation of the Leopard. The plans were held back  
due to the pandemic and other reasons, and the Society 
is hoping to re-engage the DWC in working together to 
establish a policy for the conservation of leopards.

HAND-OVER OF LIGHTWEIGHT 
ALUMINIUM CAGES TO THE DWC

MELANISTIC LEOPARD (BLACK LEOPARD) 
TRAPPED IN A SNARE AT NALLATHANNIYA
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BUNGALOW  
SUB-COMMITTEE REPORT 

2020 will go down in history as the year in which nature reminded the human species that it was expendable, as far as the 
natural order of things was concerned.  In fact, the rest of nature could do just fine without us; even do better.  The effects of 
the Covid-19 pandemic, the necessary curfews and quarantines and travel restrictions, meant that visitation to the Society’s 
bungalows, was severely curtailed, and a net loss of Rs. 217,175/- incurred for the Financial Year ending December 31, 2020.

SUMMARY OF BUNGALOW ACCOUNTS FOR THE PAST 5 YEARS
Bungalow 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Yala          188,000          228,000         110,235         (92,670)       (202,597)

Wilpattu        (117,000)          (11,000)         204,000         173,000            50,262 

Udawalawe        (487,000)          126,000         (54,287)         (11,370)          (64,840)

Net Profit/ (Loss)        (416,000)          343,000         259,948           68,960       (217,175)

Source : WNPS Audited Accounts

The Committee, however, was not inert during this time and endeavored to make improvements to the structure and status 
of all of the bungalows, whenever the national situation permitted.  Massive strides were made and the following is a 
description of their current status, and of what is envisaged for them:

VIEW NEAR THE WNPS BUNGALOW, 
PALATUPANA (YALA)
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UDAWALAWE
The management of the bungalow had been outsourced 
to Mr. Mahawatte who invested a sum of Rs. 01 Mn of 
his money to upgrade the bungalow, which is now in 
great condition.  At that time, the scenic location of the 
bungalow, and its proximity to the National Park, gave him 
the confidence to make this financial commitment.  The 
agreement was that he would pay the Society a monthly 
rental of Rs. 20,000.  First the terror attacks of April 2019 
which curtailed the number of foreign visitors to the 
country, and poor patronage by Members of the Society, 
followed by the outbreak of the pandemic, had meant 
that Mr. Mahawatte suffered the most.  On an appeal 
made by him to the General Committee, his rentals were 
subsidized   but he still has difficulty in meeting the cost of 
the Bungalow Keeper’s wages.

Mr. Mahawatte is currently offering the bungalow, which 
can accommodate a maximum of 11 people, for Rs. 6,000/- 
per day.  He has agreed to pay the Society 10% of any income 
he makes from these bookings.  Should a Society Member / 
Guest book the bungalow, he will also provide a jeep to visit 
the National Park at the reduced rate of Rs. 2,300/- for half 
a day, (the current average rate is Rs. 3,500.).  Therefore, we 
appeal to all members to please patronize this bungalow 
and support Mr. Mahawatte, thereby providing the Society 
with an income, and ensuring the bungalow’s safety and 
maintenance.

WILPATTU
In 2020, the primary objective of the Society was to firm 
up the lease agreement for this highly desirable location, 
just walking distance from the entrance to the National 
Park, and visited by many of its border inhabitants.  
Unfortunately, travel restrictions and the enforced closure 
of the relevant Government institutions have delayed this 
intent.

As of today, all the necessary surveys have been conducted, 
plans drawn and the rates paid up to a point.  As soon as 
notification is received from the Pradeshiya Sabha, the 
balance payments will be settled in full.  The relevant 
officials have already visited the site and made their 
recommendations.

In the meantime, the Society has been working with the 
Land Ministry for the finalization of the Lease Agreement.  
It is anticipated that this will be completed in the next few 
weeks.

The management of the bungalow had been outsourced 
to Mr. Stephens, the Agreement lapsing in August 2020.  
Consequent to the Society calling for Letters of Intent (LOI) 
and Proposals to the membership and the print media, 
there were seven (7) such LOI’s that were received. With a 
due diligence carried out by a Committee appointed by the 
General Committee to evaluate the LOIs, the LOI submitted 
by Mr. Paul Ratnayake was the most favorable to the 
Society. Under this agreement, Mr. Ratnayake will upgrade 
the bungalow by investing approximately Rs 17 million. In 
return, he will be granted the management of the bungalow 
for a period of 10 years.

Once the bungalow is operational, the Society will receive a 
tidy monthly rental increasing from the 3rd year and again 
in the 5th year. Mr. Ratnayake has submitted his building 
plans to the Pradeshiya Sabha for approval. He has already 
obtained the necessary approvals from all of the other 
statutory bodies concerned.
 
Members and their guests will be able to enjoy this upgraded 
facility at a 40% discount from the normal rate (as will be 
set at the time of opening).
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PALATUPANA (YALA)
Somewhat under-invested over the years, this committee 
took a major leap and Rs. 2.8 Million was spent to upgrade 
the bungalow, situated within the Palatupana Saltern, in 
the most beautiful of surroundings, shaded by ancient trees, 
protected from the Indian Ocean by a towering sand dune, 
and just 15 minutes from the entrance to the National Park.

The renovated bungalow, which can accommodate up to 10 
persons, has had its roof re-done, a new porch added to it, 
a new shower and toilet added making it three bathrooms 
and showers, refurbished and modernized, with access for 
the differently-abled.  Solar panels and an inverter will 
ensure a supply of electricity for the whole bungalow at 
certain times to power all the lights and 6 ceiling fans, an 
inverter fridge that will ensure fresh food and cool drinks. 
The Bungalow looks lovely now as it deservedly should. 

The soft opening of the bungalow was held on the 27th 
of March and it is now available for members and  guests 
at Rs. 10,000 per day for up to 6 persons, and Rs. 15,000 
per day for 7 – 10 persons.  We hope that members will 
provide patronage to this bungalow to make these extra 
improvements worthwhile.
 
The upgrade of this bungalow is thanks to the technical 
expertise of renowned architect, Mr. Romesh Fonseka, who 
gave freely of his knowledge and time, and of the Hon. 
General Secretary, Mr. Jehan CanagaRetna, whose semi-
residency in the area meant that he was able to keep close 
tabs on the work in progress.  Major portion of funding 
for these renovations was made possible thanks to the 
generous contributions of the donors listed herein:

Donations received prior to 31st Dec 2020 have been taken 
into 2020 accounts. Donations received after 1st Jan to date 
will reflect in 2021 accounts.  

Name Value/Cash 

Paul Ratnayake
(Invertor Fridge)

72,999.00

Mahinda Seneviratne 
(4 nos Ceiling Fans)

20,064.00

Anne Marie Maya Fonseka 
(Kitchen sink / Outdoor sink)

22,500.00

Rajiv Gooneratne 5,000.00

Nedra Wijeratne 15,000.00

M.J.I Ahamed 2,500.00

D.A Gethahn
K.S Atalugama
H.C.Silva

15,000.00

Sama Weeraperuma 10,000.00

Ranil Nawana 100,000.00

P Hettiarachchi 3,000.00

D.C Wijemanne 5,000.00

Yasmin Raheem Chandrika De Silva 12,000.00

Malkanthy Perera 2,500.00

Ruwan Yatawara 1,000.00

Kenneth Congreve et al 100,000.00

Gehan Dias 10,000.00

Nuwan Bandaranayake 50,000.00

Rahula Dassenaieke 200,000.00

Sriyan de Silva Wijeyeratne 1,200,000.00

 TOTAL 1,846,563.00

NEWLY REFURBISHED WNPS BUNGALOW, 
PALATUPANA (YALA)

THE BUNGALOW 
BEFORE UPGRADE
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MEMBER SERVICES 
REPORT

THE PUBLIC LECTURE SERIES 
The Monthly Lecture Programme of the WNPS, in 
partnership with NTB, is one of the highlights within the 
Sri Lankan Conservation calendar. Conducted successfully 
over two decades, the lecture programme series has been 
gathering momentum bringing together a cross section 
of society committed to conservation in Sri Lanka. The 
year commenced with the focus on Human Wildlife 
Coexistence through Dr. Sahil from India. The Society was 
able to conduct its February lecture at the BMICH, until 
the outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic and declaration 
of an island wide lockdown, resulting in the subsequent 
cancellation of the scheduled lecture in March 2020. 

The Society was able to regroup and recommence the 
lecture programme from May 2020 as an early adapter of 
online digital conference technology that evolved with the  
outbreak of the pandemic globally. The Society made use 
of the opportunity and engaged some of the international 
speakers who are most sought after and an authority on 
their respective subject matter. The combined use of  Zoom 
technology and the Facebook Live feature facilitated not 
just an island-wide but a global reach, with some of the 
lectures exceeding over 3000 viewers. One third of our 
resource speakers last year were international speakers 
and we are continuing that trend to ensure the exchange of 
global best practices. 

The Society conducted a regional lecture in Kandy in 
January 2020 with the British Council Kandy hosting the 
event to a limited capacity crowd. 

The lecture series whilst playing an important role in 
sharing qualitative information and knowledge through the 
excellent line-up of speakers, also acts as a launch pad for 
conservation initiatives through the issues raised during 
the monthly lectures. The Society is extremely grateful to 
the panel of lecturers who invest their time and energy in 
preparing and presenting their depth of knowledge in the 
fifty-minute presentation. All lectures are recorded and 
shared via the WNPS web page and it has continued to 
receive very high engagement.

We were fortunate to have a “safe” window in September 
2020 to host a physical lecture by the Department of 
Wildlife Conservation, the custodians of our wildlife. Mr. 
Ranjan Marasinghe, Deputy Director, Law Enforcement, 
Operations and ICT delivered the lecture on behalf of  the 
DWC. With the current Covid precautions in place, we 
expect to continue online lecture till around May 2021. 

The Society is grateful to Nations Trust Bank for its 
continued sponsorship support as  the exclusive partner of 
the monthly lecture.

Image courtesy of Ranil Nanayakkara
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Month Topic Guest Speaker

January [Physical lecture]
Tribal Tigers: How an indigenous community 
conserved tigers in Northeast India

Dr. Sahil Nijhawan

January [Physical lecture]
Regional Lecture in Kandy: Social Life and 
Survival Strategies of the Sri Lankan Leopard

Mr. Rukshan Jayewardene

February [Physical lecture]
Prioritizing Marine Conservation: Facts vs Fuzz

Mr. Nishan Perera

March Cancelled due to Covid 19 Restrictions

April No Lecture

May [Online lecture]
Unwinding the Secrets of the Elusive Indian Pangolin

Dr. Priyan Perera

June [Online lecture]
Biodiversity, Climate Change and Land Degradation

Sir Robert Watson

July [Online lecture]
Do or Don’t there is no Try: Mangroves and their Future

Prof. Sevvandi Jayakody

August [Online lecture]
CONSERVATION PHOTOGRAPHY: Taking Pictures to save the Planet

Ms. Ami Vitale

August [Online lecture]
Online Lecture in Tamil: Mangroves and their Future

Prof. T. Jayasingam 
& Dr. T. Mathiventhan

September [Physical & Online lecture]
The Guardian of Sri Lanka’s Wildlife: 
The Department of Wildlife Conservation (DWC)

Mr. Ranjan Marasinghe

October [Online lecture]
Covid 19; an Unexpected Windfall for Sri Lanka’s Wilderness and Wildlife

Mr. Rukshan Jayewardene

November [Online lecture]
The Leopards of Wilpattu National Park

Mr. Dinal Samarasinghe

December [Online lecture]
Ship Strikes on Large Whales: 
Sri Lankan Blue Whales within a Global Context

Ms. Susannah Calderan

JAN 2020 PUBLIC LECTURE - TRIBAL TIGERS: HOW AN INDIGENOUS 
COMMUNITY CONSERVED TIGERS IN NORTHEAST INDIA

KANDY REGIONAL 
LECTURE - JAN 2020

RANJAN MARASINGHE - 
PUBLIC LECTURE SEP 2020
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FIELD TRIP SCHEDULE 2020
Month Venue Resource Person Accommodation

Jan 10th to 12th  Mannar Dr. Sampath Seneviratne 4 T’s Guest House 

Feb 8th and 9th Sinharaja Mr. Rahula Perera Martin’s Lodge 

Feb 22nd  Chillaw Sand Pits and 
Mangrove Museum 

Dr. Jagath Gunawardane &
Dr. Malik Fernando

Day Trip 

Mar 7th to 9th Bundala National Park Mr. Kasun Dayananda Governor’s Camp

Aug 1st and 2nd Udawalawe National Park Mr. Rahula Perera WNPS Bungalow

Aug 29th and 30th Pidurangala Mr. Sajith Withanage Back of Beyond 

Sep 25th to 27th Kumana National Park Mr. Kasun Dayananda Kudakalliya

FIELD TRIPS 
The Society began its field trips on a high note by engaging 
Fazry Ibrahim as our Field Trip coordinator. Unfortunately, 
Covid 19 restricted our movements and field trips from 
April 2020 were canceled indefinitely. Once the country re-
opened temporarily, we did a field trip each in the months of 
August and September 2020 but had to cancel all our plans 
since the 2nd wave of Covid 19 pandemic hit the country. 
We had also planned for our first international field trip, 
which too had to be cancelled unfortunately. 

MEMBER’S GATHERING 
Due to the Covid 19 pandemic, a Member’s Gathering 
that was planned to be held in May 2020 at the 80 Club 
had to be cancelled. The Society made a decision that such 
gatherings’ would not be in line with the Government 
restrictions on social gatherings and decided against 
holding such an event until the country returns to some 
type of normalcy. 

WETLAND AND NATURE WALKS FOR 
JUNIOR MEMBERS 
Wetland walks were also cancelled due to the ongoing 
Covid 19 restrictions. The initial walk that was planned 
early April 2020 had to be postponed indefinitely and as 
the Country’s new social distancing laws took effect, the 
Society decided to hold back on such activity due to the 
negative impact of gatherings. 

FIELD TRIP TO SINHARAJA,
FEBRUARY 2020

Ceylon Frogmouth 
Image courtesy of  Gehan de Silva Wijeyeratne

Grey Hornbill 
Image courtesy of  Bevon Raj

Ceylon Tree Nymph 
Image courtesy of  Rahula Perera

42



LORIS Editorial Committee 
Sarasi Wijeratne – Editor, Rukshan Jayewardene, Dr. Sampath Seneviratne, Arefa Tehsin, Jehan CanagaRetna

Warana / Waranam Editorial Committee
Sanjaya Weerakkody – Editor, Dr. Sampath Seneviratne, Jehan CanagaRetna

PUBLICATIONS 

LORIS
The LORIS Editor and her team were hard at work getting 
the outstanding editions back into the scheduled timings. 
We have now caught up on the LORIS journal’s having 
completed volume 28, Issue 1 (Morphed Purple Face Leaf 
Monkey), volume 28, Issue 2 (Leopard in Wilpattu) and 
volume 29, Issue 1 (Sri Lankan Jackal). The latter volume 
was the Dec 2020 journal. In addition, they gave the 
magazine a modern makeover in keeping with the styles of 
the times.

During the year, our key sponsor in agreement with the 
Society restructured its sponsorship on the printing of the 
journal and the Society decided to publish the said journals 
as an online readable copy hosted on our website. We also 
wrote to our members and said that we would be printing 
100 copies of each journal and if the member requires 
a printed copy, they were requested to send a written 
request to the office and we would then mail the printed 
copy. Whilst we have been working with NTB to return 
to our usual sponsorship value for 2021, we also urge our 
members to look at the option of using the online version 
in order that we save on costs and paper. Our IT team is 
working on making the online version as a flip chart so that 
it could be read as a book.  

A sincere thanks to Sarasi Wijeratne for her dedication, 
time and passion to publish a new look version of the 
journal, while upholding the rich traditions and standards 
of the Loris. We owe a debt of gratitude to Nations Trust 
Bank (NTB) for their continued sponsorship of our journal.

WARANA/WARANAM
I am happy to note that the Society with the hard work 
of our editor Sanjaya Weerakkody, has caught up on the 
Warana / Waranam journals and only the December 2020 
volume is pending. We hope to have that completed by 
the end of April. This journal has been distributed to most 
government institutions working on conservation and 
management of fauna and flora along with key Universities 
in the country. 

Our Editor who mostly works with university students and 
scientists around the country to obtain the articles and 
research papers, has done a thankless job in completing the 
varying volumes of Warana / Waranam. We owe Sanjaya a 
debt of gratitude for his unstinted  work ethic to complete 
the said journals on time.

Pictured here: Poecilotheria vittata - Pederson’s Ornamental Tarantula.
Image courtesy of Mikal Knight Kim
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JUNGLE TELEGRAPH
The Jungle Telegraph was initiated in December 2018 
edited by Zaineb Akbarally and published via our online 
platform.. Thereafter, volume 2 (May 2019), volume 3 (Dec 
2019), volume 4 (Apr 2020), volume 5 (Aug 2020) were all 
compiled by Zaineb as the Editor. The Committee then 
decided to publish an issue every quarter and the Office 
took over the publishing role with Kamaya de Soysa being 
the Editor. Volume 6 in Nov 2020 was completed. The 
1st quarter of 2021 volume will be compiled by Bhagya 
Nanayakkara and it should be online within the early days 
of April 2021. 

The Jungle Telegraphs like our other publications are 
included on our website for public viewing, and we have 
recently onboarded the Nations Trust Bank as our sponsor 
partner.  
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With people being confined to their homes and  severe travel restrictions in play, engaging both members and non-members 
via social media platforms played a crucial role. Our online engagement increased tremendously with the WNPS Facebook 
page “followers” exceeding 100,000. It’s a significant milestone considering that the growth is entirely organic and devoid 
of any special promotions to acquire any “Likes” and followers.

Despite Covid restrictions, the environmental destruction and the human-wildlife conflicts continued unabated. The 
Society carried out several online campaigns to raise awareness, share knowledge and engage the members online. A 
month-long educational campaign was conducted highlighting a “Mammal Fact” a day. With the Parks reopening after a 
considerable period, the Society took the opportunity to urge the visitors to take precautions and to provide the open space 
that wildlife within the parks had enjoyed during the human absence.

The long overdue revamp of the WNPS Website was completed during the year with significant improvements and 
integration of online payment facilities. The website carries a wealth of knowledge including scanned copies of past issues 
of the Loris, and videos of past lectures etc.

DIGITAL MEDIA 
AND PUBLICITY 

GREEN VINE SNAKE 
Image courtesy of Sriyan de Silva Wijeyeratne

REVAMPED 
WNPS WEBSITE
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Conservation 
Ambassadors 

Ordinary Sri Lankans who have achieved extra ordinary 
feats in their life join hands with the WNPS to carry the 
message of conservation. Featuring some of Sri Lanka’s 
prominent sportsmen and celebrities, WNPS hopes to spark 
an all-important dialogue amongst the country’s citizens; 
a dialogue which will hopefully lead to change.  The WNPS 
Conservation Ambassadors were carefully chosen for their 
commitment not only to their chosen professions and 
passions, but also towards environmental protection and 
sustainability.

Our communication efforts were enhanced with the 
Conservation Ambassador programme with former Sri 
Lankan Cricket Captain Mahela Jayawardena, mountaineers 
Jayanthi Kuru-Uthumpala, and Johann Peiris and Dr Adam 
Flamer Caldera lending their voices for conservation 
through  a series of short videos published through social 
media platforms. The videos had a significant reach with 
some of them exceeding a million impressions. The Society 
continued its efforts in highlighting the environmental 
issues through a series of press articles, TV interviews, 
newsletters etc. The Committee would like to express their 
sincere appreciation to the Editors of all newspapers for 
their support throughout the year, the team at Ebeyonds, 
Creative Support by CJ and Team Sarva, for their continued 
support.

Conservationists, activists and environmentalists are on a 
never-ending protest against the rampant destruction of 
Sri Lanka’s precious natural heritage, which appears to go 
on unabated regardless of the Covid-19 pandemic. Sadly, 
the environment seems to be downgraded in the country’s 
decision maker’s list of priorities.

It is now more important than ever to protect Sri Lanka’s 
environment as well as her rich biodiversity. It is clearer 
than daylight that our futures on this planet are intrinsically 
linked to the future of the natural world. When we destroy 
nature, we are destroying our selves... and any viable future 
we leave behind for our future generations. It is time we 
celebrate our biodiversity and take bold steps to safeguard 
everything that mother-nature has so graciously blessed us 
with. 

We hope the messages from our popular Conservation 
Ambassadors will resonate with the public at large 
and galvanize them towards focusing more energy on 
environmental conservation. 
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WILD KIDS 
SUB-COMMITTEE REPORT

“Wild Kids”, a new addition to the Wildlife and Nature 
Protection Society was initiated to encourage junior 
members to engage in systematic environmental 
conservation. It was heartening to see kids as young as 5-12 
years old join in the programs and participate in activities 
organized by the subcommittee. 

The Covid-19 pandemic has been a challenging time for 
everyone across every demographic. It must be mentioned 
that for young children it has been probably one of the most 
challenging periods in their lives to date, being confined 
to their homes, with very limited interactions with the 
outside world, especially during times of lockdown. Wild 
Kids not only allowed some of these children a chance to 
find new and interesting things to focus on, it was used 
as an opportunity to target these youngsters with the 
intention of encouraging them to notice and appreciate the 
biodiversity in their own backyards. “Backyard Wildlife” 
was a photography challenge with the aim of showcasing 
the wildlife and biodiversity in one’s own home garden. The 
5-week program drew in 1316 entries from 292 kids from 
across the Island. The competition brought about a sense 
of appreciation about a wide variety of wildlife ranging 
from Crocodiles, amphibians, mammals and birds. The 
weekly winners were gifted with the book on mammals 
by Dr Sriyanie Miththapala and the overall winner walked 
away with a collection of 4 field guides by Gehan de Silva 
Wijeyeratne. 

The “Virtual Backyard Safari” conducted by WNPS’s Avijja 
Fonseka was a huge success, giving insight to species found 
in the backyard of any household, literally making the 
home garden a new classroom for learning.

ENTRY FOR THE ‘BACKYARD WILDLIFE’ 
PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION
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The “Online Quiz” relating to wildlife and nature, brought 
entertainment to the method of learning, which made the 
kids very enthusiastically engage in learning more about 
wildlife and nature. 

“Be a Nature Nurturer - Plant a Seed Project” saw the 
youngsters plant seeds, nurture the plants  and engage in 
a feedback loop of their progress, over six long months. 
Engaging young children in gardening from a young age 
is a profound way of introducing plant science to children 
and also encouraging them to connect deeply with nature, 
whilst teaching them responsibility and accountability. 
Children who love and care for nature at a young age, will 
hopefully grow up to be adults who will love and care for 
nature in the future. It is with this fervent hope that the 
Wild Kids Sub-committee plans these programs for our 
next generation.

The Online Craft Class which was held by Ms Liesl Nugara 
from LPF Academy taught kids how to use discarded waste 
material to create animal figures – which was a great way 
for the youngsters to chase away their boredom during the 
holiday month. 

The Nature Trails, the popular event among junior members 
will resume once the situation in the country is back to 
normal. Nevertheless we have  a few virtual Nature Trails 
planned for the Wild kids in the near future.                                                                                                                         

UP-CYCLING OF WASTE COMPETITION
Upcycling simply means finding creative new ways to reuse 
your waste. The more you use your imagination, the more 
ideas you have of how to turn items which you would have 
originally thrown in the garbage bin, into something useful 
and beautiful.

The Up-cycling waste competition was generously 
sponsored by Seylan Bank Tikiri Savings. The month-long 
Upcycling Competition was aimed at children aged 5 – 8 
and 9 – 12 who turned their waste into something beautiful 
and useful.  119 innovative kids forwarded 278 entries and 
3 winners were selected from each category. The winners 
were awarded with valuable Gift Vouchers.
1st Prize Rs. 7,000
2nd Prize Rs. 5,000
3rd Price Rs. 3,000

The winners were selected based on:
• How creative they were with upcycling
• What long term use the upcycled item will have
• How you it would help the environment

The main goals were to encourage young children to reduce 
waste and teach them the value of recycling and upcycling. 
The WNPS hopes the competition encouraged Sri Lanka’s 
next generation to think critically about how they impact 
the world around them and helps them begin their journey 
to become aware of their consumption habits and their 
attitude towards ‘waste’ or trash.

Wild Kids has brought about some innovative ideas for 
young children on how to connect with nature, even during 
the highly challenging time of the COVID-19 crisis. We 
hope to introduce even more engaging programs for the 
youngsters in the coming months as its crucial that we 
pique their interest during these formidable years, in order 
to create a next generation of members who will continue 
to fight for Sri Lanka’s wildlife and nature.

ENTRY FOR THE UPCYCLING 
WASTE COMPETITION

KIDS’ ‘PLANT A SEED’ 
INITIATIVES
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Committee Members: Dev Wijewardane, Zaineb Akberally, Spencer Manuelpillai
Co-Opted: Shehan de Silva, Mandi Daluwatte 

Information technology 
SUB-COMMITTEE REPORT

SUMMARY
The purpose of the IT subcommittee, which was established 
during the course of the last year, is two-fold. Firstly, the 
sub-committee was to review existing tools and service 
providers to ensure that the society’s electronic data was 
stored securely in a cost effective manner and accessible to 
WNPS staff and sub-contractors, as required. Secondly, the 
subcommittee was to identify opportunities to effectively 
use technology solutions to enhance the day to day 
operations on the numerous projects that the WNPS is 
involved with.

Establishing the subcommittee was a timely decision given 
the challenges that we have had to face as a result of the 
COVID-19 outbreak. It has also afforded opportunities for 
the WNPS to reach a larger audience and tap into people 
and resources that would otherwise have been unavailable 
to us.

ZOOM IS HERE TO STAY
Prior to the outbreak of the pandemic, the WNPS held a 
monthly lecture at the BMICH that was open to the general 
public. In addition to this, we organised a number of 
gatherings including the “Marine Chat” and Youth Wing 
events which are held on a regular basis. The lockdown 
period in early 2020 underscored the necessity to identify 
a suitable video conferencing solution that would allow 
us to continue to engage with our membership and the 
public both during the lockdown period and beyond. The 
committee considered a number of tools including Google 
Meet, Teams, Zoom and GoToMeeting and made the 
decision to use Zoom on the basis of a number of factors 

including the ability to support a large number of users, 
price and social media integration.

The WNPS also used Zoom to host its last Annual General 
Meeting (AGM). We were one of the first organisations to 
hold an online AGM in Sri Lanka inspite of some initial 
scepticism from members. Unfortunately, Zoom had a rare 
outage in the middle of the AGM which impacted a number 
of users, delaying them from gaining access to the session. 
Despite this technical hiccup, the AGM went off relatively 
smoothly. A number of members have given us positive 
feedback on the experience which is encouraging.

We also held our first online lecture in May 2020 and 
noticed that we were attracting a global audience of both 
members and non-members. The use of Zoom has also 
allowed us to broadcast our lectures via the WNPS page 
on Facebook, in real time and create another channel for 
connecting to a broader audience. The tool also gave us the 
ability to download the lecture and publish it on YouTube 
thereby making the lecture content available to the public 
on an ongoing basis. 

The use of Zoom has allowed us to introduce a number 
of new speakers residing overseas to our audience. These 
include National Geographic photographer Ami Vitale who 
is based in the United States, Indian film maker Shatrunjay 
Pratap Singh and Scottish marine mammal ecologist 
Susannah Calderan. Affording our audiences access to these 
individuals via lectures would have been near-impossible 
without the use of technology. 

RAINFOREST EPIPHYTES
Image courtesy of Gehan de Silva Wijeyeratne
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Zoom is also used regularly for a number of internal WNPS 
meetings including the monthly General Committee 
meetings as well as Marine Chats, Youth Wing events and 
other committee meetings. 

BACK OFFICE UPLIFT
During the past year, we also reviewed the existing storage 
solutions and productivity tools and realised that we 
needed to migrate to a solution that improved security, 
redundancy and ease of access. We compared Google’s 
productivity suite and Microsoft’s office 365 solution and 
selected the  Microsoft offering. The WNPS was eligible to 
receive “not for profit” discounting which gave us 10 free 
accounts for a period of 10 years. This is sufficient to cover 
the WNPS staff’s requirements for the foreseeable future. 

We have now started storing documentation on one drive 
and our back office team has the required licensing and 
access to utilise all Microsoft applications.

We also use Google forms on a regular basis to capture 
information from the public.

LAUNCHING THE NEW WEBSITE
The team at eBEYONDS completed the build work for our 
website and it has been “live” for almost a year. Mr Spencer 
Manuelpillai spearheaded this engagement and worked 
closely with the team to design, build and migrate the 
WNPS website. eBEYONDS has also very generously offered 
to support the website free of charge.

Shortly after go-live, the team integrated a payment system 
with the website. The payment portal is hosted on the Seylan 
Bank’s infrastructure ensuring that we adhere to security 
standards as well as compliance regulations. Members can 
use the payment portal to pay their subscriptions, make 
donations and pay joining fees. 

The eBEYONDS team is currently working on integrating 
the website with the Dialog star points system in order to 
allow us to accept donations via star points.

In the near future, we plan to make slight readjustments 
to the website to allow us to share more content with the 
public and ensure that the data available on the site is up 
to date.

SOME OF THE SESSIONS AND SPEAKERS 
AT WNPS ONLINE LECTURES
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Committee: Dilshan Hettiaratchi (Chair), Sriyan de Silva Wijeyeratne, Prof. Lakdas Fernando, Jehan CanagaRetna 

FUNDRAISING 
SUB-COMMITTEE REPORT 

The year was tough for raising funds with the advent 
of Covid 19, as most organizations closed their doors on 
donor funding to ensure sustainability of their companies. 
Most of the fund raising was done by a few individuals and 
they did remarkably well to raise a total of Rs. 8.9m (on the 
back of Rs. 11.1m last year). A few of our confirmed donors 
and partners quite rightly realized they had to stay above 
water and held back our sponsorship for 2020. Despite 
the lockdowns during the year, the scope of activities of 
the society have also grown with a few Sub-Committee 
ramping their work simultaneously to equate the demands 
on conservation. 

The key criteria of collections continued with the same 
thumb rule established in 2019: any WNPS project had to 
have a Committee member heading it and the committed 
funds to be captured through an MOU with the respective 
Company. Within the projects, 10% of the total funds 
were reserved for the administration of the project to 
cover the head office oversight and administration costs, 
traveling, and communication etc. This decision has helped 
in keeping the net cash flow of the Society positive over 
the last 4 years. Despite the reduction of the sponsorship 
values and the curtailing of the income generating activity, 
the Society did fantastically well to show a strong profit for 
the year. 

NDB Bank was the Society’s largest sponsor for the 
year, with a very generous donation of Rs.4.5 million 
for the Youth Wing initiative managed by the YW Sub-
Committee. The Youth are the future of our country and 
this project is indicative of the Society’s outreach to 

encompass conservation awareness through education for 
future generations. Our sincere thanks to Mr. Dimantha 
Seneviratne (Director / CEO), Mr. Sanjaya Perera (Sr. VP 
Retail, Marketing & Customer Service) and Ms. Sharon 
de Silva (Senior Manager – Corporate Sustainability) for 
making this sponsorship possible and helping the Youth 
Wing program be successful. 

The Nations Trust Bank (NTB) continued to support the 
Society with the same initiatives during the year and 
provided the society with over Rs.2 million in funding 
during the year. NTB’s contribution included sponsoring 
the monthly lecture programme and sponsoring a reduced 
value for the LORIS and Warana / Waranam journals. Thank 
you NTB and their key individuals, Mr. Priyantha Talwatte 
(CEO), Mr. Theja Silva (Group Company Secretary / General 
Consul) and Adheesha Perera (Sustainability Manager) in 
ensuring the donations which have boosted the Society’s 
image tremendously.

Sampath Bank, thanks to the intervention years ago of Mr. 
Kumar Weerasuriya, has been a long-standing sponsor of 
the Society. This year too, the funds received were significant 
in enabling the Society to manage its day to day expenses. 
We have now streamlined their generous sponsorships to 
a monthly date and we must thank Mr. Nanda Fernando 
(Managing Director), Mr. Darshin Pathinayake (Head 
of Card Center) and Mr. Nuwan Pathirana (Manager – 
Sustainability). A special thanks to Mr. Kumar Weerasuriya 
for facilitating this sponsorship approximately 20 years 
ago. 

UDAWALAWE TANK
Image courtesy of Spencer Manuelpillai
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The ROAR project was funded by a substantial contribution 
of Rs. 1.5 million from Mr. Ajita De Costa. Most of the 
fund raising was done by a few individuals and they did 
remarkably well to raise a total of Rs. 11.7 million in 2020.

Our President Mr. Sriyan de Silva Wijeyeratne, generously 
contributed Rs. 1.2 million towards the renovation of the 
Yala Bungalow (Rs. One million is captured under this 
period). In addition we also had a number of other sponsors 
who contributed both funds and equipment towards this 
cause with Committee Member, Rahula Dassenaieke 
contributing Rs. 200,000 and member Ranil Nawana also 
contributing Rs. 100,000/- as single donors.

The Green Isle project which is implemented under 
the watchful eye of Prof. Lakdas Fernando is aimed at 
rehabilitating a section of the Attidiya wetlands. The 
project did not receive any cash inflows during the Covid 
period, but has begun receiving funds again in 2021 year. 
Project activities were carried out continually with thanks 
to the generous contributions by Mr. Gihan Illangakoon 
and Ms. Chandrika Gunawardena.  

Mr. Sundar Chanrai and Mr. Gihan Illangakoon made a 
general contribution to the Elephant Light Repelling System. 
The Society Human Elephant Co-existence Sub-Committee 
working with Brig. Udayasena has installed the system in a 
few areas where there is Human Elephant Conflict (HEC). 
The results so far have been very encouraging. 

The Society also launched a unique initiative to provide a 
life and disability insurance to DWC staff. This initiative 
was made possible thanks to generous contributions from 
a number of donors including Wealth Trust Securities, 
Mercantile Investments limited, and a number of other 
donors. We would like to thank them for the generosity and 
for supporting this very worthy cause. 

I would also like to thank my fellow Committee Member’s 
and Fund Raising Partners, Sriyan de Silva Wijeyeratne, and 
Jehan CanagaRetna along with Prof. Lakdas Fernando for 
their collective and arduous efforts as the fundraising Sub-
Committee, and they were critical in securing the funds for 
the Society in 2020. 

We thank all our other sponsors and donors for their 
generous support. Their efforts have enabled us to work 
purposefully towards the Society’s goals and objectives. 
We appreciate their continued support and hope to engage 
with them in the coming years too. 

I believe we have some specific goals to achieve in 2021 and 
a few more projects will be added on, such as the Science 
for Conservation and the operations of Preserving Land 
and Nature Trust (PLANT) will hopefully be in full flow. We 
also expect to see a lot more activity requiring legal costs 
and we will be scanning our membership and corporates for 
a lot more help in this area.   

As a country, whilst we have a long way to go in our 
conservation efforts, it is organizations like ours that should 
be at the forefront to lead the efforts of conservation. The 
private sector of our country whilst trying to do their part, 
will need to do more in the form of support, if we need to do 
our part, to save this planet for our future generations. It is 
our Society’s responsibility to lead the field in this endeavor 
and to continue to work with more corporates and donors 
to liaise on specific projects that will make a difference. 

THE KEY SPONSORS AND DONORS WITHIN  THE FINANCIAL YEAR WERE:
Description Value Towards

National Development Bank Sponsorship          4,500,000.00 Youth Wing Project

Nations Trust Bank PLC Sponsorship          2,088,000.00 Public lectures / LORIS & WARANA Editions

Mr. Ajita De Costa Sponsorship          1,500,000.00 ROAR Project

Mr. Sriyan de Silva Wijeyeratne Donation          1,000,000.00 Yala - Bungalow Renovation

Sampath Bank PLC Sponsorship             744,100.00 Admin & Educational Awareness Expenses

Ms. Chandrika Gunawardena Donation             100,000.00 Green Isle Project

Mr. Gihan Illangakoon Donation             150,000.00 Green Isle Project

Mr. Gihan Illangakoon Donation             120,000.00 Elephant Light Repel System

Mr. Sunder Chanrai Donation             137,075.00 Elephant Light Repel System

Wealth Trust Securities Donation             200,000.00 DWC Insurance Scheme

Mercantile Investment Donation             100,000.00 DWC Insurance Scheme

Mr. Ranil Nawana Donation             100,000.00 Yala - Bungalow Renovation

Mr. N.G. Wickremeratne Donation             100,000.00 General donation 
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The Committee is pleased to inform members that the 
Society has delivered yet again, an income over expenditure 
of Rs.1,168,738, in a very challenging year. Many of the 
standard income generating activities of the society such as 
income from Field Trips, Corporate Lectures, revenue from 
Advertisements in the Loris and Warna, Wetland Walks 
etc. had to be curtailed significantly due to COVID related 
restrictions. 54 regular members of the Society graciously 
converted their memberships to Life Memberships, which 
helped defray some of the loss in revenue in 2020. We also 
successfully acquired over Rs. 1 million in extraordinary 
sponsorships which also significantly helped us during 
the year. It is notable that the society has delivered strong 
profitable outcomes for a few consecutive years now, 
thereby enabling it to undertake maintenance, upgrade and 
scientific conservation related initiatives as part of ongoing 
work.

Through the tireless efforts of the Fund-Raising Committee, 
the Society has been able to attract sponsorships and 
advertising income of Rs.11,728,268 during the year.  

Expenditure on operational activities were higher than in 
2019, as we increased the bench strength of the office in 
mid-2019 to cater for the expanded activities of the society. 

The Balance Sheet footing of the society has also increased 
to Rs.23,360,528 from Rs.22,205,757 previously, reflecting 
a healthy position for both Operational Activities and 
Project’s managed by the Society. This will stand us in 
good stead in the coming year where fundraising will be 
challenged, due to the new global realities. We are proud to 
report however that the Society has got off to a strong start 
for 2021 with some new major donors also coming in. 

We would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank 
Corporate Doctors - the Society’s outsourced Accountants, 
our auditors - Tudor V Perera & Co., the General Committee 
and EXCO of the Society, the Finance Consultant Mr. 
Pradeep de Silva, and the Administration and Finance 
team of the Society, for their assistance and role in the 
preparation of the accounts. Additionally, I would like to 
specifically thank the Finance Consultant for improving 
the Treasury Management activities of the Society which 
has resulted in the Society optimizing interest income in 
an environment where interest rates have been declining 
continuously. Finally, we are most grateful to our many 
donors and sponsors, thanks to whom, we have been able 
to undertake many conservation related initiatives during 
the year. 

Thank You

Dilshan Hettiaratchi
Hon. Treasurer

TREASURER’S REPORT 2020
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DONATIONS AND SPONSORSHIPS FOR 2020
The General Committee’s sincere thanks are extended to the following for their generosity and support towards  the Society:

PROJECT AND EVENT SPONSORS
Donor Description Towards Value

National Development Bank Sponsorship Youth Wing Project          4,500,000 

Nations Trust Bank PLC Sponsorship Public lectures, Production / Printing of Journals          2,088,000 

Mr. Ajita De Costa Sponsorship ROAR Project          1,500,000 

Sampath Bank PLC Sponsorship Admin & Educational Awareness Expenses             744,100 

Ms. Chandrika Gunawardena Donation Green Isle Project             100,000 

Mr. Gihan Illangakoon Donation Green Isle Project             150,000 

Mr. Gihan Illangakoon Donation Elephant Light Repel System             120,000 

Mr. Sunder Chanrai Donation Elephant Light Repel System (USD 750)             137,075 

FINANCIAL DONORS
Mr. Sriyan de Silva Wijeyeratne Donation Yala - Bungalow Renovation          1,000,000 

Wealth Trust Securities Donation DWC Insurance Scheme             200,000 

Mercantile Investment Donation DWC Insurance Scheme             100,000 

Mr. Ranil Nawana Donation Yala - Bungalow Renovation             100,000 

Mr. N.G.Wickremeratne Donation General donation             100,000 

Fairway Galle (Pvt) Ltd Donation Advertising - Public Lecture               75,000 

Associated Electrical Donation DWC Insurance Scheme               75,000 

UGA Escapes (Pvt) Ltd Donation DWC Insurance Scheme               75,000 

Ms. Naima Maken Marker Donation General donation               50,000 

Dr. P. D. Aluthge Donation General donation               50,000 

Mr. Tharindu Wijesena Donation DWC Insurance Scheme               50,000 

Mr. Spencer Manuelpillai Donation Online publicity for public lectures (USD 223.05)               41,255 

Multiple NTB Customers Donation NTB customers accounts closing donated as CSR               36,338 

Mr. Rahula Dassenaieke Donation Electrical Fence - Yala Bungalow               40,000 

Mr. Namal Kamalgoda Donation Leopard Cage               32,500 

Mr. Kithsiri Gunawardena Donation Leopard Cage               32,500 

Mr. Kumar Weerasuriya Donation General Donation 30,000

Mr. Dilshan Hettiaratchi Donation DWC Insurance Scheme               30,000 

Mr. Roshan Hettiaratchi Donation DWC Insurance Scheme               30,000 

Mr. Sriyan de Silva Wijeyeratne Donation Youth Wing - Gift of a TV               27,000 

Capital Alliance Donation DWC Insurance Scheme               25,000 

Eco Maximus (Pvt) Ltd Donation DWC Insurance Scheme               25,000 

Ms. Anne Marie Maya Fonseka Donation Yala - Bungalow Renovation               22,500 

Mr. T.H Eriksen Donation Life Member Donation               20,000 

Rohan & Chandra Jayaratne Donation Donation towards Reforestation               20,000 

Ms. Nedra Wijeratne Donation Yala - Bungalow Renovation               15,000 

Mr. H.C.De Silva Donation Yala - Bungalow Renovation               15,000 

Yasmin Raheem / Chandrika De Silva Donation Yala - Bungalow Renovation               12,000 

Mr. Spencer Manuelpillai Donation Video part production - Dr Adam Flamer Caldera               10,000 

Mr. C.S  Weerasooriya Donation Life Member Donation               10,000 

Mr. Sama Weeraperuma Donation Yala - Bungalow Renovation               10,000 
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MATERIAL GIFTS
Donor Description / Towards

Mr. Spencer Manuelpillai  5 Mammal books - Backyard wildlife winners 

Wayamba Polymers (Pvt) Ltd  2 Life Jackets 

Mr. Paul Ratnayake  Fridge - Yala Bungalow 

ADVERTISING
Donor Description Towards Value

Starron Nature Resorts (Pvt)Ltd Donation Advertisement in Jungle Telegraph               15,000 

Wilpattu Safari Camp Donation Advertisement in Loris               15,000 

Starron Nature Resorts (Pvt)Ltd Donation Advertistment in Loris               15,000 

J & S Ventures (Pvt) Ltd Donation Advertistment in Loris               15,000 
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Trustees: Dilshan Hettiaratchi (Chair), Sriyan de Silva Wijeyeratne, Caryll Tozer, Shevon Gooneratne, Ajita de Costa, 
Dr. Malik Fernando, Sarath Fernando

Preserving Land and Nature (Guarantee) Limited 
(“PLANT”) was set up as a Guarantee Company during the 
year as a continuation of the Society’s Conservation effort. 
This was a landmark new visionary initiative by the society 
and PLANT’s constitution was approved at the last AGM. 
Accordingly, the company was duly incorporated, and the 
trustees duly appointed to kick off the inaugural year of 
this Trust. 

In the current environment where deforestation is 
happening in gay abandon, the PLANT initiative is aimed 
at pulling back some of the destruction by trying to secure 
privately owned lands (and donations to buy land) and 
preserve them as forest patches. With suitable sponsorship 
the secured land will be reforested with endemic flora, 
which is expected to bring back fauna endemic to the area 
and restore the original ecosystem over time. In other 
instances, PLANT would simply keep the ecosystems “as 
is” and let nature have its way over time. The Trustees met 
on multiple occasions to take the next steps on moving the 
agenda forward. While these initiatives take time to gather 
momentum, it is likely that we will build this up over time 
to become one of the more progressive conservations steps 
having been taken in Sri Lanka. 

The initiative has been very well accepted, and we have 
already been able to secure two land donors and another 
donor has committed funding and we are in the process 
of identifying a land block with clear title to purchase 
and transfer to PLANT. It is envisaged that we will have 
between 25-30 Acres of land protected under the above 
donations within this initial year. The Trustees and other 
WNPS committee members have been scouting and 

checking out several land blocks for potential ownership. 
The Committee also kindly solicits more donors to come 
forward and procure or donate new land blocks to PLANT 
for the above cause. Corporate donors could also play a 
critical part in making this initiative successful. 

The Team has also begun looking at a totally different 
initiative as well to develop a network movement of like-
minded small property owners who will commit to retaining 
either parts or the full land extent of their property, in jungle 
form, through an MOU, and thereby provide a network of 
land blocks all over the country, as refuge for our wildlife. 
We hope to bring these folks together periodically, to share 
best practices and learn from each other’s experiences. 
We have just signed an MOU with our first land owner to 
preserve 25 acres of land bordering the Sinharaja Forest 
Reserve. We encourage our members to contact us if they 
have land which is currently not being used for economic 
purposes and can be used for conservation purposes, either 
through donation to the Trust, or via an MOU to conserve 
it. The initiative will overall result in our doing our best to 
preserve much needed forest cover in Sri Lanka and stem 
the rampant environmental destruction. 

In addition to restoring and preserving the land, we also 
plan to partner with a few universities to use the areas 
conserved under the PLANT initiative to conduct Bio 
Diversity Studies and for Scientific Research purposes. We 
will now exceed 50 Acres of oversight and we hope we can 
collectively bring over a thousand acres of property under 
our conservation umbrella within a few years, through 
direct ownership and our Partner Network. 

Preserving Land and Nature 
(Guarantee) Limited (PLANT)

KNUCKLES
Image courtesy of 

Mendis Wickramasinghe
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Report of the Auditors to THE 
MEMBERS OF WILDLIFE AND NATURE 
PROTECTION SOCIETY OF SRI LANKA 

1. We have examined the Statement of Financial Position of Wildlife and Nature Protection Society of Sri Lanka 
as at 31st December 2020 and the related Statement of Comprehensive Income for the year then ended, 
together with the Accounting Policies and Notes thereon.

2. Respective Responsibilities of General Committee and Auditors  
The General Committee is responsible for preparing and presenting these Financial Statements in accordance 
with the Generally Accepted Accounting Principles. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these 
Financial Statements, based on our audit.

3. In common with similar organizations, Society’s system of control is dependent upon the close involvement 
of the General Committee, who have been appointed by the members. Therefore where independent 
confirmation on the completeness of accounting was not available, we have accepted assurances from the 
General Committee Members that all the Society’s transactions have been reflected in the books of account.

4. Basis of Opinion  
An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the 
said financial statements, assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made 
by the General Committee Members, evaluating the overall presentation of the financial statements, 
and determining whether the said financial statements are prepared and presented in accordance with 
the generally accepted accounting principles. We have obtained all the information and explanations 
which to the best of our knowledge and belief were necessary for the purposes of our audit.  
 
We therefore believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion.

5. Opinion  
In our opinion, so far as appears from our examination, the Society maintained proper books of account for 
the year ended 31st December 2020, and to the best of our information and according to the explanations 
given to us, the said Statement of Financial Position and related Statement of Comprehensive Income and the 
Accounting Policies and Notes thereto, which are in agreement with the said books and have been prepared 
and presented in accordance with the Generally Accepted Accounting Principles.

Colombo

TUDOR V. PERERA & CO.
Chartered Accountants.

TUDOR V. PERERA & Co.
Chartered Accountants

Telephone No. 296/20, Shanthi Mawatha,
High Level Road, Kirulapone, 
Colombo 06.

Fax
E-mail

: 011 2768448 
: tudorv@sltnet.lk

: 011 2828749 / 011 2828759

S.M.N.L. Senanayake, B.Sc. (Pub.Admin), FCA
S.M. Deshapriya Senanayake, ACA, ACMA (UK)

M.T. Lantra

Mrs. B.A.R.W. Senanayake, FCA
K.P.S. Dhammika, B.B.Mgt. (Fin.) Special, ACA

Partners:

Date: 31.03.2021

.,
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As at 31st December,

Notes 2020
Rs.  Cts.

2019
Rs.

Funds Employed

Accumulated Fund 5  13,280,754.26  12,112,016 

Specific Funds 6  10,079,773.97  10,093,741 

 23,360,528.23  22,205,757 

Employment of Funds

Property, Plant and Equipment 7  7,930,422.22   7,965,809 

Specific Fund Investment 8  10,150,073.93  10,137,741 

Current Assets

Stock in Trade 9  482,066.26  667,162 

Debtors, Deposits and Advances 10  1,834,743.79  4,964,082 

Cash and Cash Equivalents 11  11,206,187.94  6,827,137 

 13,522,997.99  12,458,381 

Current Liabilities

Creditors and Accrued Charges 12  2,130,137.00  5,603,007 

Current Tax Liabilities 13  -    -   

Unidentified Deposits  119,250 

Income Received in Advance  449,338.00  449,338 

 2,698,725.00  6,052,345 

Net Current Assets 10,824,272.99   6,406,036 

Non-Current Liabilities

Retirement Benefit Obligation 14  310,805.00  289,300 

Projects 15  5,233,435.91  2,014,528 

 23,360,528.23  22,205,757 

Figures in brackets indicate deductions.
The significant Accounting Policies and Notes from page No. 05 to 16 form an integral part of these Financial Statements.
It is certified that these financial statements have been prepared in compliance with the requirements of the 
companies Act No. 07 of 2007.

  Accountant
The General Committee is responsible for the preparation and presentation of these financial statements.
Approved and signed on behalf of the General Committee.

  President      Treasurer

Colombo.
Date: 31.03.2021

WILDLIFE & NATURE PROTECTION SOCIETY OF SRI LANKA

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITIOn
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WILDLIFE & NATURE PROTECTION SOCIETY OF SRI LANKA

STATEMENT OF 
COMPREHENSIVE INCOME
For the Year Ended 31st December,

Notes 2020
Rs.  Cts.

2019
Rs.

Income

Subscription  2,560,000.00  1,351,500 

Donations  2,281,274.09  1,636,604 

Entrance Fees  187,500.00  246,000 

Interest on Investment  597,950.84  607,562 

Amortization of Life Membership Fund  70,300.00  74,000 

Allocation of Income from Projects  600,000.00  746,500 

Profit on Sale of Greeting Cards, Books and Other Items  117,009.52  213,205 

Net Donation / Loss on "Loris" and "Warana" Publications  23,620.00  23,200 

Profit/(Loss) on Bungalow Operations  (217,175.11)  68,961 

Net Surplus/ (Deficit) on 125th Anniversary  -    389,359 

Net Surplus/ (Deficit) on Other Society Events  402,392.81  1,296,422 

 6,622,872.15  6,653,312 

Expenses

Administration Expenses  5,227,700.42  4,132,951 

Financial Expenses  22,433.61  30,638 

Annual General Meeting Expenses  204,000.00  193,750 

 (5,454,134.03)  (4,357,339)

Income over Expenditure for the Year  1,168,738.12  2,295,973 

Taxation for the Year Nil Nil

Balance carried over to Accumulated Fund  1,168,738.12  2,295,973 
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WILDLIFE & NATURE PROTECTION SOCIETY OF SRI LANKA

NOTES TO THE 
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
1. General

The Financial Statements of the Society have been 
prepared on the historical cost basis. In accordance with 
generally accepted accounting principles. No adjustments 
have been made for inflationary factors affecting the 
Financial Statements. Figures and phrases relating to 
the previous years have been restated where necessary to 
conform to the current years presentation.

2. Assets and the Basis of their Valuation

2.1. Property, Plant and Equipment
Property, Plant and Equipment are shown at cost less 
accumulated depreciation. Depreciation is charged on 
written down value basis at the following rates in order 
to write off the cost of such assets over their estimated 
useful lives.

Building and Bungalow - 2.5%
Office Equipment - 25%
Furniture and Fittings - 10%
Sundry Assets - 5%

Depreciation is charged in the year of purchase, whilst 
no depreciation is charged in the year of disposal.

2.2. Short Term Investments
Fixed Deposits, Call Deposits and Treasury Bills are 
reflected at cost.

2.3. Stocks 
Stocks are valued at cost or Net realizable value which 
ever is lower.

2.4. Debtors and Receivables:
Debtors and other receivables are stated at the values 
estimated to be realized.

3. Liabilities and Provisions

3.1. Current Liabilities
The liabilities which fall due for payment of demand or 
within one year from the Balance Sheet date are shown 
under the  Current Liabilities.

3.2. Taxation
Provision for income tax has been made in accordance 
with the Inland Revenue Act No.10 of 2006.

3.3. Retirement Benefit Obligation
Provision for retiring gratuities have been made in the 
Account under the payment of Gratuity Act No. 12 of 
1983 and is not externally funded.

4. Income and Expenditure

4.1. All income have been accounted for on accrual basis.

4.2. Expenses incurred in running the Society and maintain 
the Fixed Assets have been charged  to Revenue Account.
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WILDLIFE & NATURE PROTECTION SOCIETY OF SRI LANKA

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
For the Year Ended 31st December,

2020
Rs.  Cts.

2019
Rs.

5. Accumulated Fund

Balance as at the Beginning of the Year  12,112,016.14  10,428,776 

Prior year Adjustments  (612,733)

Excess of Income over Expenditure for the Year  1,168,738.12  2,295,973 

Balance as at the End of the Year  13,280,754.26  12,112,016 

6. Specific Funds

6.1. Life Membership Fund

Balance as at the Beginning of the Year  1,406,000.00  1,482,956 

Add / (Less):

Amortization of Life Membership Fund  (70,300.00)  (74,000)

Interest Credited  89,664 

Interest Transferred  (122,620)

Membership Fees Received  60,000.00  30,000 

An offer to New Members  (60,000.00)

Balance as at the End of the Year  1,335,700.00  1,406,000 

6.2. Scientific Research Fund

Balance as at the Beginning of the Year  7,898,057.75  7,722,025 

Add / (Less) : 

Interest Credited  433,378.38  489,527 

Interest Receivable  235,264.23  86,706 

Expenses & Disbursement  (671,690.10)  (400,200)

Balance as at the End of the Year  7,895,010.26  7,898,058 
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WILDLIFE & NATURE PROTECTION SOCIETY OF SRI LANKA

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
For the Year Ended 31st December,

2020
Rs.  Cts.

2019
Rs.

6.3. Educational and Propaganda Trust Fund  483,923.36  452,439 

6.4. Patron’s Fund  365,140.35  337,245 

Total Specific Funds  10,079,773.97  10,093,741 

Note:
The summary of total Specific Funds and the total Specific Fund Investments are as follows:

Fund Investment Difference

Life Membership Fund  1,335,700.00  1,406,000.00  (70,300.00)

Scientific Research Fund         7,895,010.26  7,895,010.26  -   

Educational and Propaganda Trust Fund  483,923.36  483,923.36  -   

Patron's Fund  365,140.35  365,140.35  -   

 10,079,773.97  10,150,073.97  (70,300.00)

The Variance of Life Membership fund Vs Investment is due to the following reasons,

Ammortization for the year 2020 (20 Years)  (70,300.00)

7. Property, Plant and Equipment

 W.D.V  as at 
01.01.2020

Additions Depreciation 
for the year

 W.D.V  as at 
31.12.2020

Buildings and Bungalows  7,330,997.38  -    183,274.93  7,147,722.45 

Furniture and Fittings  171,690.56  9,200.00  18,012.29  162,878.27 

Office Equipment  211,728.04  271,400.00  102,129.92  380,998.12 

Sundry Assets  251,392.85  12,569.47  238,823.38 

Total Property, Plant and Equipments  7,965,808.83  280,600.00  315,986.61  7,930,422.22 
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WILDLIFE & NATURE PROTECTION SOCIETY OF SRI LANKA

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
For the Year Ended 31st December,

2020
Rs.  Cts.

2019
Rs.

8. Specific Fund Investment

8.1. Life Membership Fund Investment

a) Fixed Deposits - Hatton National Bank PLC A/c. No. 002031154042  -    750,000 

b) Fixed Deposits - Nations Trust Bank PLC A/c. No. 31790  -    700,000 

c) Fixed Deposits - Nations Trust Bank PLC A/c. No. 300100038287  700,000.00 

d) Fixed Deposits - Nations Trust Bank PLC A/c. No. 300100037792  706,000.00 

Total Life Membership Fund Investments  1,406,000.00  1,450,000 

8.2. Scientific Research Fund Investment No.1

a)  Fixed Deposits- Bank of Ceylon - A/c.No. 368088  525,722.50  479,818 

b) Fixed Deposits - National Savings Bank - A/C No.200801074334  1,770,908.62  1,585,842 

c) Treasury Bills  -    180,001 

d) Fixed Deposits - Sampath Bank PLC - A/C No.30541  3,047,873.56  2,800,475 

e) Fixed Deposit - Nations Trust Bank PLC - A/c No. 31769  -    310,112 

f) Fixed Deposit - Nations Trust Bank PLC - A/c No. 31783  509,166.77  517,875 

g) Fixed Deposit - Nations Trust Bank PLC - A/c No. 31776  -    202,663 

h) Fixed Deposit - Nations Trust Bank PLC - A/c No. 31837  1,527,707.67  1,550,558 

i) Current Account - Nations Trust Bank PLC - A/c No. 100100007337  (474,000.38)  244,399 

j) Savings Account - Nations Trust Bank PLC - A/c No. 200100060618  987,631.52  26,316 

Total Scientific Research Fund Investment  7,895,010.26  7,898,058 

8.3. Educational and Propaganda Trust Fund Investment  483,923.32  452,439 

8.4. Patron’s Fund Investment

a) Fixed Deposits - Sampath Bank of - A/c. No 643694  365,140.35  337,245 

Total Patron's Fund Investment  365,140.35  337,245 

Total Investment Value  10,150,073.93  10,137,741 
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WILDLIFE & NATURE PROTECTION SOCIETY OF SRI LANKA

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
For the Year Ended 31st December,

Notes 2020
Rs.  Cts.

2019
Rs.

9. Stock

Books and Magazines  125,300.00  141,400 

Car Stickers  37,540.00  38,170 

Car Badges  -    1,155 

Bags  2,360.00  24,190 

Greeting Cards  38,482.30  42,397 

Green T-Shirts  59,050.00  91,508 

White T-Shirts  21,690.44  26,718 

Ties  106,200.00  166,800 

First Day Covers  17,952.00  19,890 

Glass Water Bottles  18,900.00  29,025 

WNPS Logo Stickers  4,455.00 

Other Merchandise Items  50,136.52  85,909 

 482,066.26  667,162 

10. Debtors, Deposits, Advance and Receivables

Loans and Advances 10.1  1,061,652.62  65,000 

Interest Receivable (Life Membership FD'S)  34,589.89  54,498 

Other Receivable 10.2  738,501.28  4,844,585 

 1,834,743.79  4,964,082 

10.1. Loans and Advances 

Staff Loan  21,000.00  15,000

Manar Field Trip advances received  50,000

Monkfoot Travel (Pvt) Ltd - 50% advance field trip to India  990,652.62 

Lavendish Wild Safari - Advance payment Wasgamuwa field trip  50,000.00 

 1,061,652.62  65,000 
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WILDLIFE & NATURE PROTECTION SOCIETY OF SRI LANKA

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
For the Year Ended 31st December,

Notes 2020
Rs.  Cts.

2019
Rs.

10.2. Other Receivables 

BMICH - Lecture Refund  -    8,826 

NTB - Wetland Walk  -    150,000 

125th Pendant Sales  -    25,000 

Donation receivable from Sampath Bank  65,230.00  83,935 

NDB Youth Wing Project - Phase I  -    1,500,000 

NDB Youth Wing Project - Phase II  -    1,500,000 

NDB Youth Wing Project - Phase III  -    1,500,000 

WHT Receivable  30,719.28  30,719 

Pre Payments  13,318.50  31,257.71 

Willpathu Bungalow Income Receivable  -    12,000 

Other Receivable  -    2,846 

WNPS Loan to Green Isle Project  600,000.00  -   

Federation of Environmental Organization  29,233.50  -   

 738,501.28  4,844,584 

11. Cash and Cash Equivalents  11,206,187.94  6,827,137 
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WILDLIFE & NATURE PROTECTION SOCIETY OF SRI LANKA

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
For the Year Ended 31st December,

Notes 2020
Rs.  Cts.

2019
Rs.

12. Creditors and Accrued Charges

Sri Lanka Telecom  -    4,937 

Accounting Charges  18,000.00  18,000 

Advance Received & Other Payable 12.1  2,042,012.00  5,367,970 

Bungalow Deposits Received  60,000.00  120,000 

Unidentified Deposits 89,000

Consignment Basis Payables  10,125.00  3,100 

 2,130,137.00  5,603,007 

12.1. Advance Received & Other Payables

Advance Payment - Mannar Trip  -    462,000 

Advance for future Field Trips  5,000.00  29,600 

Advance Bookings - Bungalows  78,000.00  50,000 

Loris / Warana - Net 2020  678,275.00  -   

Warana Sponsorship  -    325,000 

Payable to Youth Wing Project 2020  -    4,500,000 

Trade Payable  -    1,370 

Refund - Indian Field Trip advance payment’s received  1,264,067.00  -   

Advance received Udawalawe Lease Rental (Jan & Feb 2021)  16,668.00  -   

 2,042,010.00  5,367,970 

13. Commissioner General of Inland Revenue - Income Tax  -    -   

14. Retirement Benefit Obligation  310,805.00   289,300  

15. Projects

15.1. ROAR Project  854,932.54  531,926 

15.2. Wild Cat Project  244,363.51  344,254 

15.3. Youth Wing Project  3,473,360.75  443,876 

15.4. Green Isle Project  23,999.61  71,326

15.5 Elephant Light System  Project  352,491.50  306,000.00 

15.6. Legal Fund  164,978.00  317,147.00 

15.7. Marine  (5,390.00)

15.8. PLANT  124,700.00 

Total Project Balances  5,233,435.91  2,014,528 
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Our sincere gratitude is extended to the following without whom many of the activities of the Society would 
not be possible:

• The Chair and the Board of Directors of Sampath Bank PLC, and the CEO and Management team, for their 
continued financial support of the Society.

• The Chair and the Board of Directors, CEO and Management team of Nations Trust Bank PLC for their 
financial support for the Public Lectures, printing and distribution of the Society publication Loris, Media 
Workshop and the Wetland Walk for children.

• The Chair and the Board of Directors, CEO and Management team of National Development Bank for their 
financial support for the Youth Wing. 

• The Chair and the Board of Directors, Directors and Management team of Abans Group for the financial 
support extended to implement the Green Isle Project in the Bellanwila – Attidiya Wetland.

• The Chair and the Board of Directors of M/s Brandix Lanka Limited for their continued financial support 
of the Society over time.

• Mr. Ajita de Costa for coming on board as the main sponsor of the ROAR project.

• The Chair and Board of Directors of M/s Teejay Lanka PLC, for their financial support of the Society over 
time.

• Dilmah Teas for providing refreshments for the attendees at the Society’s Monthly Series of Lectures.

• Our membership who donated for various projects of the Society during the year

• PULSE Media for the video coverage of the physical monthly Lecture Series.

• Sarva Integrated for their creative support.

• E-Beyond for their work on the website. 

• Ceylon Printers Limited for the printing of Loris and other stationery items for the Society.

• Ms. Anjum Cader, Renata Daniels and the staff at Optima for their expertise with the design and formatting 
of Loris and Warana / Waranam.

• Tudor V. Perera & Co. for its continued services as the Honorary Annual Auditors of the Society.

• PJ Williams for his expertise and late hours of working to prepare and finalise the Annual Report.

• Last, but not least, to the Executives and Staff of the Society who are responsible for the day-to-day 
administration of the Head Office and the bungalows.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
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MINUTES OF THE 126th 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING:
17TH MAY 2020
By notice dated March 23rd, 2020, the 126th Annual 
General Meeting (AGM) of the Wildlife and Nature 
Protection Society (WNPS) was summoned at 5.00 pm on 
May 17, at the WNPS Head Office, No. 86 Rajamalwatta 
Mawatha, Battaramulla. 

The AGM was carried out virtually (online via Zoom) 
due to the prevailing COVID-19 global pandemic and 
resulting curfew. Admission to the meeting was validated 
by checking attendees’ names and membership numbers.

The meeting commenced at 5.05pm.

The following members were present: Rahula 
Dassenaieke, Rajandran Velaiuthapiilai, Ranjan Josiah, 
Sanjeeva Ratnapala, Sanjiv Gunasekara, Shanaka 
Wijesinghe, Spencer Manuelpillai, Sri Srikumar, Sriyan 
de Silva Wijeyeratne, Suren Abeygoonasekara, Suresh 
Ganeshan, Sushara Vidyasagara, Tina Jayaratnam, 
Upali Samarasinghe, S. Vasanthan, Don Ranil Nawana, 
Douglas Ranasinghe, Dr. Newton Jayawardane, Indraraj 
Ratnasabapathy, Jehan CanagaRetna, Jehan Pieris, Rohan 
Wijesinha, Lakdas Fernando, Lal Motha, Namal Kamalgoda, 
Niranjan Dias Bandaranayake, Nirmali De Silva, Dev 
Wijewardane, Devika Rohana, Dhanushka Fonseka, Dilshan 
Hettiarachchi, Vish Cumarasamy, Zaineb Akbarally, 
Ananda Welikala, Arjuna Perera, Bernadine De Silva, Ann 
Amarathunga, Ashinsa de Silva Wijeyeratne, Avvi De Silva, 
Caryll Tozer, D.J. Amarasuriya, Fazry Ibrahim, Gaznaffer 
Jalaldeen, Graham Marshall, Hemantha Perera, Janthy 
Gunasekera, Kamaya de Soysa, Mohammed Abidally, 
Nigel Forbes, Parami Pieris, Dianthi Uragoda, Renuka 
Senanayake, Rukshan Jayewardene, Sampath Seneviratne, 
Sarath Ganegoda, PJ Williams, Shanik De Silva, Sumith 
Pilapitiya, Sam Kulatunga, Shontaal Manuelpillai, Kumudu 
Abeywardhane, Geeth Weerasinghe, Jeremy De Zilwa, Tuan 
Mubarak, Raminal Samarasinghe
By invitation: Bhagya Nanayakkara, Guwani De Zoysa

ITEM 1 – READING OF THE NOTICE 
CONVENING THE ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING
The President, Mr Sriyan de Silva Wijeyeratne inaugurated 
the meeting at 5.05pm with a vote by show of hands (via 
Zoom) as to the membership’s congruence with the holding 
of the AGM online. As no objections were recorded, the 
formal meeting was initiated.

The Hon. Secretary, Mr Jehan CanagaRetna, called the 
meeting to order and instructed attendees on meeting 
etiquette, processes for voting, and rules to be followed for 
carrying out the AGM online. 

ITEM 2 - LEST WE FORGET
Two minutes silence was observed in memory of the 
members who had passed away during the course of the 
year. The names presented at the meeting were as follows:
Mr. M D Herath, Mr. David Bolling

ITEM 3 – EXCUSES
The Hon. General Secretary read the names of the members 
who had excused themselves from attending the meeting. 
They are as follows:
Mr. S Vasanathan, Capt. S Senthurselvam, Dr. Anslem De 
Silva, Mr. Yohan Dissanayake

ITEM 4 - ADOPTION OF 
THE MINUTES OF THE 125TH AGM
The Minutes of the 125th AGM held on May 26th, 2019 was 
taken as read.

Proposed by Ms. Bernadine de Silva
Seconded by Mr. Shanaka Wijesinghe

ITEM 5 – MATTERS ARISING 
FROM THE MINUTES
Hon. General Secretary addressed the attendees on 
matters arising from the minutes: The WNPS Education 
and Propaganda trust minutes had been tabled at the 
previous meeting, and Dr Malik Fernando had referred to 
the Hon. Treasurer’s Report, recommending the trustees 
be consulted, and the fund to be moved to a better yielding 
option – to support the work of the newly formed Youth 
Wing. 

During the year, the Society attempted to obtain the 
trustees’ consensus, but this could not be done, so the 
funds remain in the public trust.

ITEM 6 – ADOPTION OF THE REPORT 
OF THE HON. GENERAL SECRETARY 
FOR 2018
The President commended the efforts of the General 
Secretary and the team in producing the redesigned 
Annual Report. The Hon. General Secretary tabled the 
Annual Report for 2019 and provided a summary of key 
points from the report including highlights of the sub-
committee reports.

The report was unanimously accepted by the attendees.

Proposed by Ms. Bernadine de Silva
Seconded by Mr. Rukshan Jayawardena
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ITEM 7 - ADOPTION OF THE 
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS FOR 2019
The accounts, too, were accepted by the attendees.

Proposed by Dr. Hemantha Perera
Seconded by Mr. Ranil Nawana

ITEM 8 - TABLING OF THE ACCOUNTS 
OF THE WNPS EDUCATION & 
PROPAGANDA TRUST
The accounts of Education and Propaganda Trust was 
tabled. 

Proposed by Dr. Hemantha Perera
Seconded by Ms. Caryll Tozer

ITEM 9 - THE PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS
The President, Mr. Sriyan de Silva Wijeyeratne, delivered 
his Address which is appended at the end of this report.

ITEM 10 - ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO 
THE GENERAL COMMITTEE
Dr. Malik Fernando was appointed as the Pro-Temp Chair 
for this election.

Nominee Proposer Seconder

Mr. Spencer 
Manuelpillai 
(11229)

Mr. Dilshan 
Hettiaratchi 
(10709)

Mr. Rahula 
Dassenaieke 
(11625)

Ms. Tami 
Flamer-Caldera 
(9038)

Mr. Sriyan de 
Silva Wijeyeratne 
(8223)

Ms. Caryll Tozer 
(12090)

Mr. Rahula 
Dassenaike 
(11625)

Prof. Lakdas 
Fernando (6472)

Mr. Avijja Fonseka 
(11909)

Dr. Nirmali de 
Silva (11428)

Mr. Spencer 
Manuelpillai 
(11229)

Ms. Devika 
Wijesinghe 
Rohana (12848)

Mr. Chanaka 
Kulatunga 
(10317)

Mr. Jehan 
CanagaRetna 
(10810)

Mr. Dilshan 
Hettiaratchi 
(10709)

Ms. Devika 
Wijesinghe 
Rohana (12848)

Mr. Sriyan de 
Silva Wijeyeratne 
(8223)

Mr. Jehan 
CanagaRetna 
(10810)

Dr. Sampath 
Seneviratne 
(12900)

Mr. Sriyan de 
Silva Wijeyeratne 
(8223)

Mr. Spencer 
Manuelpillai 
(11229)

Mr. Dev 
Wijewardane 
(12804)

Mr. Dilshan 
Hettiaratchi 
(10709)

Mr. Jehan 
CanagaRetna 
(10810)

ITEM 11 - ELECTION OF 
OFFFICE BEARERS
The list of nominations had been submitted to the members 
on April 28th, 2020. As there were no other nominations 
received, the following were elected, unopposed, as Office 
Bearers for 2020 / 21:

Nominee Post Proposer Seconder 

Mr. Sriyan 
de Silva 
Wijeyeratne 
(8223)

Hon. 
President

Mr. Rukshan 
Jayewardene 
(11076)

Mr. Spencer 
Manuelpillai 
(11229)

Ms. Tami 
Flamer-
Caldera 
(9038)

Hon. Vice 
President

Mr. Sriyan 
de Silva 
Wijeyeratne 
(8223)

Ms. Caryll 
Tozer 
(12090)

Mr. Spencer 
Manuelpillai 
(11229)

Hon. Vice 
President

Mr. Dilshan 
Hettiaratchi 
(10709)

Mr. Rahula 
Dassenaieke 
(11625)

Mr. Jehan 
CanagaRetna 
(10810)

Hon. 
General 
Secretary

Ms. Tami 
Flamer-
Caldera 
(9038)

Mr. Graham 
Marshall 
(12067)

Mr. Dilshan 
Hettiaratchi 
(10709)

Hon. 
Treasurer

Mr. Jehan 
CanagaRetna 
(10810)

Mr. Sriyan 
de Silva 
Wijeyeratne 
(8223)

ITEM 12 - RESOLUTIONS FOR WHICH 
DUE NOTICE HAVE BEEN GIVEN
The President informed attendees of how the committee 
had requested a year to prepare at the last AGM, in order 
to provide the framework and constitution for setting up of 
PLANT. The resolution was now being tabled with regard 
to the articles etc for PLANT.

PROPOSED RESOLUTIONS
Approval of the proposed ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION OF 
PRESERVING LAND AND NATURE (GUARANTEE) LIMITED 
for the functioning of the said Guarantee Company.

Whereas, it was resolved at the General Committee meeting 
of the Wildlife and Nature Protection Society, held on 
Wednesday April 15th 2020 at 7pm via Skype; to establish 
a Trust called Preserving Land and Nature Trust (PLANT) 
to operate under the auspice of WNPS where it will own, 
conserve and preserve private land for the future in a 
manner which enhances all forms of wildlife and nature. 
PLANT will protect land in the existing natural state that 
will be donated to the Society either via direct land gifts or 
though funds, which enable the Trust to make appropriate 
purchases of land. The key premise of PLANT would be 
to extend protected areas by converting more private 
land to conservation areas where possible and focusing 
rehabilitation efforts of any degraded land brought into 
the Trust. The workings of the Trust are laid out in the 
Guarantee Company document drafted for approval at the 
AGM to be held in May 2020.
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Pursuant to this, the General Committee shared the 
RESOLUTION requesting approval of the proposed 
ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION OF PRESERVING LAND AND 
NATURE (GUARANTEE) LIMITED for the functioning 
of the said Guarantee Company, in pursuant of the 
above objectives. Legal opinion was obtained that these 
objectives would be best served and operationalized 
through a Guarantee Company structure. Many aspects 
of this entity will be under the oversight of the WNPS, as 
seen within the Constitution, including the appointment 
of Board Members and dealing with assets etc. This has 
been discussed extensively within the General Committee 
as well prior to circulation.

The Membership was requested to approve the proposed 
Articles, to enable the operationalization of the said 
PLANT. Further, the membership was also requested to 
approve the proposed Board member nominations, to 
commence operations.

The following were resolved as no major objections were 
recorded during the meeting.

1. Resolved - that the ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION OF 
PRESERVING LAND AND NATURE (GUARANTEE) 
LIMITED be adopted in all its parts. The complete 
document of the articles of association of PLANT was 
attached to the prior  email in all its part.

2. Resolved - that the following persons be elected as 
the first Board Members of the company named in 
Resolution (1), point #25 & 26:

a. Sriyan Joseph de Silva Wijeyeratne -  
President of WNPS, Number 8223
b. Pradeep Dilshan Rajeeva Hettiaratchi - 
Treasurer of WNPS, Number 10709
c. Inez Caryll Tozer - 
Committee Member, WNPS, Number 12090
d. Dr. Cyril Malik Fernando - 
Member of WNPS, Number 2816
e. Mr. Ajita de Costa - 
Member of WNPS, Number 7843
f. Mr. Shevon Charles Perera Gooneratne - 
Non-Member, Attorney at Law, NIC # 683092649V
g. Mr. M.P. Sarath Fernando - 
Non-Member, Former Conservator General of 
Forests, NIC # 510170316V

Proposer: Caryll Tozer [12090]
Seconder: Sriyan de Silva Wijeyeratne [8223]

ITEM 13 - CONFERMENT OF 
HONORARY MEMBERSHIP
There were no nominations submitted by the General 
Committee.

ITEM 14 - ANY OTHER MATTERS
Dr Malik addressed the attendees and shared a brief update 
on recent developments on marine conservation and other 
relevant matters.

Thereafter, as there were no other matters for which due 
notice was given, the President then declared the Annual 
General Meeting closed.
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My dear fellow members of the Wildlife and Nature 
Protection Society.

REBIRTH AT 125 YEARS AND WHAT LIES 
BEYOND?
I am honored to be addressing you at our first ever virtual 
AGM, which is yet another major step for us all. We are 
amidst the most turbulent time in recent history and paying 
the price for mankind’s arrogance and the irresponsible 
manner, in which we have treated our natural world. 
Thankfully, animals and nature have enjoyed the opposite 
impact and got a much-needed timeout. How many more 
people need to die before state leaders, international 
players, individuals and large corporations bring about 
more lasting change? Corona is a critical shorter-term 
problem. Climate change is much more permanent, and 
indeed could even be discussed as a core root cause for the 
Corona crisis. Our thoughts go out to all those affected 
and we need to play our part to educate our leaders on 
the interplay between conserving wildlife and nature, and 
these outcomes. 

Our battles just got tougher, but we are all being forced to 
evolve and change, and it would be a waste to let things 
slip back to the way they were. Indeed, it is my fervent hope 
that the virus would become a tipping point for a rapid 
acceleration of green policies, stronger regulations, a more 
sustainable way of life, and better hope for the planet. Only 
time will tell. 

We are proud of our new look annual report. I thank Jehan 
and the team for all the hard work which went into it, and 
feel I do not need to dwell much on the activities concluded. 
We spent the past three to four years working hard to give 
new life and rebirth to our 125-year-old Society. Today, 
we see a refreshed WNPS which is stronger, younger, 
vibrant, innovative, impactful and thinking more global. 
The Society is better structured, very communicative and 
becoming more connected. We have to move away from 
linking our credentials to work done decades ago, and 
instead be measured, and talk mostly about the work being 
done here and now, and the impact it is creating for the 
present and the future. 

I can state all this with great pride thanks to a passionate 
EXCO and General Committee team who strongly believe 
that WNPS needed this transformation. I found myself 
playing this role also thanks to the past-president Rukshan, 
who deeply believed the same. Our financials are at the 
strongest levels seen and we have a fantastic Treasurer in 
Dilshan. Our outreach and touch points have never been 
broader. The research session done last week has 1600 
participants just as an example. I respectfully say with 
humbleness and not arrogance that the society is growing 
more youthful, thanks to the Youth Wing and many kids 
and youngsters who are joining our ranks and activities. It 
is growing more tech friendly, thanks to our Instagram and 
Facebook outreach, webinars, e-newsletters, e-magazines 
and even this very meeting. Our Impact is escalating 
through multiple activities which in some months is double 
digits, while not forgetting the online work we do. We are 
more national with our actions, seminars, reforestation and 
scientific activities, Conservation Ambassador messaging 
and networks. We are thinking more global with foreign 
exposure, overseas speakers and more partnerships. We 
enjoy innovation as seen from the many initiatives we did 
around our 125th year etc. We also have fun among our 
membership thanks to Tami’s hard work. At the same time, 
we will continue to fail, make mistakes and learn through 
trial and error. But we no longer are afraid to fail, or be 
criticized and will continue to try new things. 

We have reached a good, high point for the Society, so Quo 
Vadis? Where should we go during the next decade? It has 
been a losing battle with politicians. Mankind continues 
our relentless onslaught on nature. Corruption, greed, 
over consumption, bad planning, and commercialisation 
- the list goes on. Our job is to slow the tide, minimise 
the exploitation, save each hundred yards of wilderness, 
support new research, nurture young talent and keep 
turning the spotlight on those who abuse power for their 
own gain. We have to bring more voices and it has to be 
a cacophony of people screaming, shouting, protesting, 
and blogging, talking and chatting about the issues of the 
environment. The question is - what are the decisions we 
are going to take today to protect what we still can? 

9. ADDRESS OF MR. SRIYAN DE SILVA WIJEYERATNE, PRESIDENT 
OF THE WILDLIFE AND NATURE PROTECTION SOCIETY OF SRI LANKA

Image courtesy of  Sriyan de Silva Wijeyeratne
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The society will thus need to focus on the short and longer 
term in parallel. We are proud today to be launching 
PLANT, which we hope one day will become the largest 
land bank, for conservation purposes in the country, 
outside of state land; my thanks to Caryll for her role in 
this. The Society needs vibrant leadership and committees. 
WNPS should never become the domain of a few people 
for long durations. Rotation and vacation of General 
Committee roles should be expected after several years, 
where we nurture new members and youthful thinking. 
Members could continue to support through engagement 
in the Sub-Committees. Only then will younger new talent 
and ideas emerge. I also call upon the membership and all 
the research-based community to be more united and work 
together. Our Conservation Community is too small to be 
working in silos and be divided. We have little chance of 
influencing any national agenda if this community itself 
cannot find common ground.

We need to think about being more global and networked. 
The Coronavirus is a grim reminder that conservation 
issues are often impacted by events overseas. Technology 
is giving us access to best practices and new partnerships. 
Let us use these tools effectively while we embrace more 
scientific and research-based initiatives. Sharing our work 
and telling our stories is an important element for success 
in the modern world, and for attracting new members, 
donors and partners. Spencer and Zaineb lead that charge 
fantastically within our team.

Our vision must embrace a very strong Head Office 
structure and a full time CEO. This is the only way to ensure 
the continuity of our lofty aspirations and major projects 
amidst changing EXCO’s and Committees. We have already 
strengthened this team a lot and we will have to read these 
“New Normal” conditions when we craft the way forward. 
We invested considerably in upgrading our office too. 

But we need to understand that we are not at the frontline 
of conservation battles. Often it is DWC officials who 
bear the brunt of the workload needed out in the field. 
They are majorly under-resourced, understaffed and 
underpaid. They often have to put their lives on the line, 
in the name of conservation – something that most of us 
would be unwilling to do. We note with great sadness the 
tragic death of one such brave Forest Ranger in the recent 
months. In an effort to provide some safety net, we are very 
proud to announce today that the Committee has done the 
groundwork and we are launching a new insurance scheme 
for all the DWC Staff, which is fully funded through WNPS, 
via donors and our funds. This will ensure a sum of half a 
million is paid out to the family of any official who is killed 
in the line of duty. Money is no measure of the value we 
place on these colleagues in conservation, but we know it 
will go a long way for their families. 

I would like to raise three calls to action for our membership. 
Please take time to provide us with more feedback on the 
work we do. It helps us immensely. Secondly, and sadly, 
many members do not even pay their subscriptions and only 
around 25 members contributed at least Rs. ten thousand 
over and above their routine financial obligations in the 
past year. We know that wildlife travel, photography and 
holidays take quite a bit of costs when embarked upon. It 
would be tragic if the locations you visit or the species you 
photograph were to disappear in the future. I beg you to 
consider this donation aspect in your spending plans this 
year. Our institutional donors will be challenged, and one 
or two critical projects have already lost their sponsors, 
and we will have to rely on the goodwill of our membership 
to see our work through. Finally, I have a big ask for PLANT. 
We are hoping that a few likeminded individuals with a lot 
of passion for nature, would think about donating blocks of 
land that they maybe in possession of in different parts of 
the country. Vesting them with PLANT would ensure that 
they remain a haven for wildlife long after our lifespans. 
You may also know of companies or individuals who can 
help out in this regard. This approach has been quite 
successful in some countries and we are optimistic that Sri 
Lankan nature lovers are equal to the charitable task.

Let me conclude by extending my appreciation to a 
fantastic EXCO, who has kept pace with me right through 
the year. It is the shared workload which makes burdens 
lighter. The General Committee made numerous sacrifices 
and delivered a stellar performance. I am so proud of what 
we have collectively made possible, and they deserve your 
appreciation too. I am sure they won’t mind me not calling 
them out individually. Kamaya, the Head Office and field 
staff have worked relentlessly this year, given the busy 
activity schedule and I thank them sincerely, along with our 
accountants Corporate Doctors, and the auditors, Tudor V. 
Perera, for their constant cooperation and engagement. 
I am deeply indebted to our membership, many donors, 
sponsors and contributors who often lift our work to higher 
levels. We were fortunate to have many great volunteers 
and resource people come into each of the sub-committees 
to work with us and it is this collective orchestration that 
has delivered all the above. I hope we can continue in the 
same vein in the years to come. 

I thank you for the opportunity to serve you as President. 
Please stay safe and continue to remain closely engaged 
with the WNPS.

Sriyan de Silva Wijeyeratne
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Seated from L to R: Dr. Nirmali de Silva, Rukshan Jayewardene, Dilshan Hettiaratchi (Treasurer), Spencer Manuelpillai 
(Vice President), Sriyan de Silva Wijeyeratne (President), Jehan CanagaRetna (General Secretary), Tami Flamer-Caldera 

(Vice President), Prof. Lakdas Fernando, Rahula Dassenaieke

Standing from L to R: Caryll Tozer, Shanaka Wijesinghe, Avijja Fonseka, Graham Marshall, Zaineb Akbarally, Vidya 
Abhayagunawardena,

Absent: Ranjan Josiah, Dr. Hemantha Perera, Sarasi Wijeyeratne,

WILDLIFE AND NATURE PROTECTION SOCIETY GENERAL COMMITTEE 2019/2020
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - Notice under Rule 10.1.3 

As already intimated to you, in a notice dated March 30, 2021, The Annual General Meeting of the WILDLIFE 
AND NATURE PROTECTION SOCIETY OF SRI LANKA [Ceylon] will be held on Saturday May 22nd, 2021 at 
the Ceylonese Rugby and Football Club (CR&FC) Scrum Down conference room, at 28 Malalasekera Mawatha, 
Colombo – 7, commencing at 5.00 pm.

In terms of Rule 10.1.3
The Annual Report for 2021 and the Minutes of the Last Annual General Meeting will be available online 
from 22nd April 2021. It will be e-mailed to those who provide their e-mail address and request for same. Any 
member requiring a hard copy of the Annual Report may send their request, in writing, to the Administrative 
Secretary, or call over at the Office and collect a copy.

In terms of Rule 6.3, the Committee Members retiring are as follows: 
1. Ms. Zaineb Akbarally 
2. Mr. Graham Marshall
3. Mr. Spencer Manuelpillai
4. Mr. Avijja Fonseka
5. Mr. Chanaka Kulatunga 
6. Mr. Rahula Dassenaieke
7. Mr. Rukshan Jayewardene

There are seven [07] vacancies in the General Committee and the retiring members are eligible for re-election. 
The Hon. General Secretary will receive nominations to the General Committee, duly proposed and seconded 
by any two [02] members entitled to vote at the AGM, provided such candidate has the required qualifications, 
together with the candidate’s written consent. 
 
The Hon. General Secretary will also receive nominations for the honorary posts of President, two Vice 
Presidents, General Secretary, and Treasurer, duly proposed and seconded by any two [02] members entitled to 
vote at the AGM. Candidates must have the required qualifications, at the time of election, and should express 
their consent, in writing, to be so nominated. 
 
Any members wishing to move a Resolution at the AGM may submit such resolution duly proposed and 
seconded by any two [02] members entitled to vote at the AGM.  
 
All nominations and resolutions should reach the Society’s Head Office, by post or by hand on or before 12noon 
on May 2nd, 2021.  
 
If there are any queries related to the accounts, please convey it in writing, to the HGS at least two weeks prior 
to the AGM so that all necessary responses, with relevant documentation, can be made available at the AGM. 

 

Jehan CanagaRetna
Hon. General Secretary 
April 22nd, 2021
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Annual General Notice - Notice under Rules 10.1.5 to 10.1.9

127th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (AGM)
Dear Member,

As per the WNPS constitution, please find the 3rd notice under rule 10.1.5 to 10.1.9 constituting the election 
for the General Committee, the appointment of the Office bearers and duly proposed and seconded Resolutions 
to be presented at the AGM on the 22nd of May, at 5pm at the Ceylonese Rugby and Football Club (CR &FC), 
Scrum Down conference room at 28 Malalasekera Mawatha, Colombo-7. In the event a physical meeting 
is not possible due to government regulations in respect of the Covid 19 pandemic, the AGM will be held, just 
as we did in 2020 as an online meeting via Zoom.

The following nominations were received for the vacancies of the General Committee and for the posts of 
Office Bearers by the current General Committee. These names were ratified by the present General Committee 
of the Society at its last Committee Meeting. 

There were no other nominations received from the general membership for any of the notified vacancies 
on the General Committee or for those of Office Bearers.  Neither were there any other, duly proposed and 
seconded, Resolutions submitted by the general membership within the constitutionally approved time frame 
of 20 days prior to the date of the AGM.

NOTICE UNDER RULES 10.1.5 TO 10.1.9 OF THE OBJECTS & RULES

NOMINATIONS TO THE GENERAL COMMITTEEE
Nominee Proposer Seconder

Zaineb Akbarally (12529) Dr. Sampath Seneviratne (12900) Devika Wijesinghe Rohana (12848)

Graham Marshall (12067) Jehan CanagaRetna (10810) Dev Wijewardane (12804)

Spencer Manuelpillai (11229) Sriyan de Silva Wijeyeratne (8223) Jehan CanagaRetna (10810)

Dr. Hemantha Perera (8254) Spencer Manuelpillai (11229) Dilshan Hettiaratchi (10709)

Niran Mahawatte (11248) Dilshan Hettiaratchi (10709) Zaineb Akbarally (12529)

Maxime Wickremasinghe (13041) Graham Marshall (12067) Prof. Lakdas Fernando (6472)

Kindly note that six valid nominations were received for the seven vacancies. The Committee will fill up the 
last position by co-opting Dr. Chatu Wickramaratne into the Committee at the 1st General Committee meeting 
after the AGM.

NOMINATIONS AS OFFICE BEARERS
Nominee Post Proposer Seconder

Mr. Spencer Manuelpillai 
(11229)

Hon. President Mr. Sriyan de Silva 
Wijeyeratne (8223)

Mr. Jehan CanagaRetna 
(10810)

Ms. Tami Flamer-Caldera 
(9038)

Hon. Vice President Mr. Spencer Manuelpillai 
(11229)

Mr. Dilshan Hettiaratchi 
(10709)

Mr. Graham Marshall 
(12067)

Hon. Vice President Mr. Jehan CanagaRetna 
(10810)

Dev Wijewardane (12804)

Mr. Jehan CanagaRetna 
(10810)

Hon. General Secretary Mr. Sriyan de Silva 
Wijeyeratne (8223)

Mr. Dilshan Hettiaratchi 
(10709)

Mr. Dilshan Hettiaratchi 
(10709)

Hon. Treasurer Mr. Spencer Manuelpillai 
(11229)

Mr. Jehan CanagaRetna 
(10810)

Kindly note that five valid nominations were received for the five vacancies.
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PROPOSED RESOLUTIONS
 
1. YOUTH WING CONSTITUTION
It was proposed by the Youth Wing in conjunction with the General Committee to withdraw the current 
Youth Wing (YW) constitution and enable the YW to function as a regular Sub-Committee under the Society’s 
constitution. The YW will continue to play a critical role is conservation in the Society through awareness 
and education programs throughout the country. The key reason to propose this change was to ensure that 
the YW has more operational flexibility to expand and continue its extensive activities without some of the 
Administrative constraints which keep emerging due to the existing YW constitution. The YW will always be 
under the Society’s umbrella, and the committee will maintain the due oversight.
 
Proposed: Zaineb Akbarally (12529)
Seconder: Jehan CanagaRetna (10810)

2. PRESERVING LAND AND NATURE TRUST (PLANT)
It was proposed by the General Committee that the same Board Members of PLANT that held office in the 
previous year (2020/21) continue for another year. They are:

a. Mr. Sriyan Joseph de Silva Wijeyeratne (8223)
b. Mr. Pradeep Dilshan Rajeeva Hettiaratchi (10709)
c. Ms. Inez Caryll Tozer (12090)
d. Dr. Cyril Malik Fernando (2816)
e. Mr. Ajita De Costa (7843)
f. Mr. Shevon Charles Perera Gooneratne – Non Member, NIC 683092649V
g. Mr. M.P. Sarath Fernando, Non Member, NIC 510170316V

Proposed: Caryll Tozer (12090)
Seconder: Dilshan Hettiaratchi (10709)

3. EDUCATION AND PROPAGANDA TRUST 
It was proposed by the Trustees of the Education and Propaganda Trust to dissolve the said bank account with 
the Public Trustees and once the period of 6 months is complete for the needed notice to the Public Trust, to 
move those funds for a conservation education program or activity to be decided and agreed unanimously by 
the Trustees. The current Trustees are: Tami Flamer-Caldera (Chair), Caryll Tozer, Dr. Yohan Weerasuriya, 
Devika Wijesinghe Rohan and Dev Wijewardane. 

Proposed: Tami Flamer-Caldera (9038)
Seconder: Dev Wijewardane (12804)

As already announced, the AGM will be held as a hybrid AGM on Saturday May 22nd, 2021 at the Ceylonese 
Rugby and Football Club (CR &FC), Scrum Down conference room at 28 Malalasekera Mawatha, 
Colombo-7, commencing at 5.00 pm. In the event, a physical meeting cannot be held due to government 
stipulations owing to the Covid 19 pandemic, an online AGM will be held at the same stipulated time. In this 
event, an email explaining how the on-line AGM will work will be sent prior to the date of the AGM. 

Jehan CanagaRetna
Hon. General Secretary
May 02nd, 202
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ADDENDUM TO THE 3rd NOTICE OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2021

Dear Member,

The General Committee regrets that it has erroneously proposed and seconded Mr. Dilshan Hettiaratchi for 
the post of Treasurer.  Mr. Hettiaratchi will have completed three (3) years as an Executive Committee (EXCO) 
member in May 2021, and has served the Society with distinction as its Treasurer. However, the constitution 
only permits an EXCO member to continue in the same post for a period of three (3) years.
 
Therefore, the General Committee would like to withdraw Mr. Hettiaratchi’s nomination as Treasurer and 
propose that of Mr. Niran Mahawatte instead.  Mr. Mahawatte currently serves as the Vice President of Treasury 
of NDB Bank and is a qualified Accountant and CFA. He is a life member of the Society. He had already been 
nominated to the General Committee to assist and understudy the Treasurer with the plan that he would take 
over the role at the 2022 AGM.  This, he will have to do now and he has agreed to the same.  Mr. Hettiaratchi 
will continue to serve on the General Committee and will be instrumental in ensuring that there is a smooth 
transition of the role and of the work that needs to be done.
 
As Mr. Hettiaratchi was the only nomination received for the Post of Treasurer, the General Committee hopes 
that the membership will accept the nomination of Mr. Mahawatte to replace him.

Once again, the General Committee greatly regrets this error and hopes it will not prove a hindrance to 
completing the business of the 2021 AGM, and of addressing the multitude of matters that face conservation 
today, and need the Society’s urgent attention.

 

Jehan CanagaRetna
Hon. General Secretary 
May 7th, 2021
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