Education for Conservation
The WNPS Youth Wing continues its inspirational journey
By Ananthabairavy Arumugam

"In the end, we will conserve only what we love; we will love only what we understand; we will
understand only what we have been taught."
-Baba Dioum

The above quote captures the importance
and purpose of the WNPS Youth Wing's
Education for Conservation initiative, which
inspires and empowers school students to
be the change for a better tomorrow for Sri
Lanka's environment and wildlife. The Youth
Wing of the Wildlife and Nature Protection
Society (WNPS), established in 2017, has, in
the space of 4 years, worked with more than
80 schools from 16 different districts,
reaching more than 20,0000 students with

the financial support and collaboration of
NDB Bank.
In 2019, this programme was officially
endorsed by the Ministry of Education due
to the understanding of its value, which can
shape environmental conservation by
educating school children. The journey of
'Education for Conservation continues to
2022, and in the past six months alone, the

Youth Wing has worked with 21 schools from
seven districts.

enhancement on the value of Sri Lanka's
ecosystems and biodiversity. The lectures
enriched knowledge amongst the students
regarding Sri Lanka's rich biodiversity,
endemism, endangered species, climate
change, pollution, deforestation, and the
impacts of human activities on the
ecosystems. There was a particular focus on
the importance of mangrove forests and the
protection of biodiversity in a wetland
ecosystem.

To celebrate World Environment Day and
World Oceans Day 2022, The Youth Wing
conducted a week-long school awareness
program series at Anawilundawa from the
6th to the 10th of June. We worked with ten
schools near Anawilundawa International
Ramsar Wetland Sanctuary for this program
series. Anawilundawa is a unique ecological
setup including mangroves, coast, and
freshwater tanks. This is the largest Ramsar
wetland in Sri Lanka, and it is a breeding
ground for many bird species.

The Youth Wing Publication, 'Finding the
Mighty Little Girl in the Land of Machines,'
a handbook on Environmental Rights and
Responsibilities, and toolkits on beekeeping,
reforestation, waste management, organic
farming, and bio fencing were provided to
the children. This will give them the tools
and guidance to become environmental
leaders and initiate sustainability projects
within their schools and communities. The
Youth Wing will provide seed funding to the
schools to help initiate the projects after
reviewing, refining and approving project
proposals given by the schools.

More than 1000 school students engaged in
this programme from Aththanganaya
Kanishta Vidyalaya, Welipalassa Kanishta
Vidyalaya,Muththupanthiya
Kanishta
Vidyalaya,Baththuluoya
Maha
Vidyalaya,Korayapura Kanishta Vidyalaya,
Dembatapitiya
Kanishta
Vidyalaya,MahamaEliya
Maha
Vidyalaya,Wijayakatupotha
Maha
Vidyalaya,Karukkuliya Kanishta Vidyalaya
and Pankulawa Maha Vidyalaya. School
students were motivated to protect their
beautiful motherland via knowledge

These awareness sessions truly inspired the
groups of students; they came up with
creative ways to reduce environmental
pollution and agreed to minimise lunch
sheet
usage.
The
students
at
Muththupanthiya
Kanishta
Vidyalaya
students were very sad about the heavy use
and poor disposal of single-use plastics,
especially PET bottles. Hence, they have
started using these discarded plastics as
flower pots and a beautiful small fence in
their schoolyard. These sustainable
initiations by school students indicate many

young environmental heroes in our next
generation.
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The Youth Wing program continues to be
transformative and highly impactful in
nature. It stimulates students to think and be
innovative and creative in solving
environmental issues. Most importantly, we
are proud to generate enthusiasm among
the children about the importance of
protecting
the
environment
and

1. Plastic cans were upcycled to flower pots by
the school children of Muthupanthiya Vidyalaya
- Anawilundawa
2. A sink created by an upcycled plastic can Muthupanthiya Vidyalaya, Anawilundawa
3. A PET bottle fence for the flower beds Muthupanthiya Vidyalaya, Anawilundawa
4. During the awareness session conducted at
Muthupanthiya Vidyalaya - Anawilundawa
5. An outdoor class set up for environmental
education - MahamaEliya Maha Vidyalaya

