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A message from the President
"Let Sanity prevail in 2022"

As, from a conservation point of view, we come out
of another disastrous year, our only hope is that
things will turn out for the better. This year has
been a disastrous one for Human-Elephant
Coexistence. We have lost as of August 2021
approximately 224 wild elephants, and at this rate,
we will definitely lose close to an elephant a day in
2021, in the ever-escalating conflict, while the
authorities
turn
a
blind
eye
to
the
recommendations of the experts. Instead, they are
taking unilateral, and disastrous, action to excavate
deep trenches along borders of protected areas, all
over the Island, supposedly to keep elephants from
leaving them. This has failed wherever it has been
tried, not just in this country but in others that host
wild elephants as well. The result will be the death
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of more elephants for, in the unlikely event
that this scheme does work, confined to
specific areas and unable to range into
others, they will soon starve to death. The
Society will take all necessary action to get
the authorities to change their minds on this
catastrophic initiative, and to divert their
energies into the one that has been tried and
tested, and works – that of constructing
community and cultivation fences; to protect
people, their homes and crops, while
permitting the elephants to continue to roam
on their traditional ranges outside of them.
We are hopeful the biggest marine disaster
that we’ve ever had, the sinking of the Xpress
Pearl, would propel all involved to come
together and formulate an action plan to
respond appropriately to future disasters of
this nature and scale. This has yet to happen.
All conservationists, and those who are
genuinely concerned for Sri Lanka’s precious
biodiversity, are inundated with issues
cropping up, on a daily basis, from around
the country. The Policymakers’ absolute
disregard for the environment and of
continuously turning a blind eye to the
irreparable damage being caused, clearly
displays the lack of knowledge and wisdom in
those who are holding responsible positions
of State. As a Nation, we probably have the
some of the best Environmental Laws in the
World but, sadly, the worst levels of
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implementation of them. This has resulted
in a scale of environmental destruction that
none of us has seen in our lifetime.
Despite all the doom and gloom, the Society
has been able to make a difference, in spite
of the additional pressures brought by the
pandemic. A positive emergence is the everincreasing involvement of the youth of our
Country in environmental issues. As we
move forward, we are hopeful they will form
into a much bigger and broader group, and
begin to exert the required pressure on the
Authorities to act and assert their statutory
responsibility in stopping this rot; the
destruction of the Natural legacy of
generations to come.
Our appreciation to our partners and
members who have continuously supported
us to continue with, and implement,
groundbreaking initiatives by the Society.
Thank you and best wishes for a year of,
hopeful, sanity - 2022!
Spencer Manuelpillai
President, WNPS
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YOUTH WING
UPDATE

The last few months were quite interesting for
the Youth Wing. Celebrating Halloween, we
launched a special week dedicated to the elusive
life of bats from the 25th to the 31st of October.
Concluding

the

campaign,

we

had

a

skills

workshop on 'Exploring the Secret World of Bats'
with Professor Wipula Yapa. Throughout the
campaign, we shared informative facts about the
ecology, morphology and threats related to bats
in Sri Lanka. While struggling with the ongoing
COVID 19 pandemic, the skills workshop also
allowed us to explore the interesting facts behind
zoonotic diseases, and the role played by bats.
The month of November started with the COP26
in Glasgow- UK, allowing the Youth Wing to bring
regular

updates

from

the

conference

proceedings. Upon signing the Paris Agreement
(COP21), COP26 was considered to be the biggest
testament to what we can do as a global
community to tackle climate change. Given its
importance, Youth Wing has shared regular
updates from the 1st to the 12th of November,
highlighting the key outcomes of each
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day. We have also shared the importance of
the Paris Agreement, NDCs, COP26 goals,
climate negotiations and the science behind
them, under the Youth Wing’s social media
campaign on COP26.
We conducted multiple awareness sessions
during this period. A special awareness
program was conducted for Olcott Primary
School in Galle on the 22nd of October.
Another awareness program was conducted
with the LEO Club of the University of
Kelaniya on the 25th of October. Also, the
interact clubs of St Peters College and
Gothami Vidyalaya had the Youth Wing for a
webinar on “Biodiversity” on the 3rd
November.
For November's skills workshop, we had
Hiranya Sudasinghe presenting the world of
freshwater fish in Sri Lanka. The session
explored the diversity of the species in the
context of their ecology, biogeography and
evolution.
As for the upcoming events, we are planning
a Christmas special with more social media
campaigns. The journey continues; more
exciting events are on your way. Stay tuned!
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Have you read our
latest Loris & Warana?
Click the covers to read our latest issues!
wnpssl.org/publications

DONATE
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We need your support.
All donations to the Society assist in our conservation
efforts. Click the link and donate today.
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ROAR UPDATE

The Research team from University of Colombo and WNPS ROAR subcommittee members at Dikhena School

Image - Left to Right, Bhagya Nanyakkara, Ravindi Galagamamudali, , Dr. Saminda Fernando, Mr. Sisira Kumarasiri (a teacher from Dikhena
school), Prof. Lakdas Fernando, Mrs. Renuka Karunarathne ( Principal of Dikhena school), Dr. Nirmali de Silva, Dr. Hashendra
Kathriarachchi, Dr. Himali Rathnayake, Miss. Amaya Sathurusinghe.

The village of Baduraliya was gravely affected during the third wave of the
pandemic which delayed the site progress momentarily. The condition of the
Library of Dikhena Junior School is deteriorating and Mr. Ajitha de Costa has
agreed to sponsor its restoration. The sub-committee would like to
encourage better participation of teachers, students, and parents of the said
school in the Diyakothakanda project which will, in turn, develop a healthy
and better relationship between the village and the project. Competitions
and events for school children are being planned and will be conducted
when schools reopen.
Mr. Diluksha Soysa, a past President of the Young Zoologists Association,
was appointed as the coordinator for this project.
Further, a research team from the University of Colombo visited the
Diyakothakanda site on Tuesday, the 7th of December.
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WNPS District Reps
Program Update

DUNUMADALAWA FOREST RESERVE

1. Hemas Endemic Species Conservation Project
WNPS and Hemas have initiated a project to
preserve the endemic flora and fauna species
spread across different areas of the country. As we
know, the endemic species have restricted
distribution and habitat and they have threats
which carry greater risk of extinction than other
species. Through this project, we are planning to
conserve endemic species for two key aspects.
Firstly, to reduce the mortality by protecting their
existing habitats and secondly to enrich their
habitats to increase the breeding patterns. There
are 25 projects to be completed by the end of
2022. Out of this, 10 projects need to be
completed by March 2022 and the rest by
December 2022. Through the commitment and
coordination
support
of
our
District
Representatives, we are now in the process of
gathering suggestions from different areas of the
country on different endemic species; what we can
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do to conserve them, and the next step
would be to select the most feasible and
effective proposed projects to carry in the
initiation stage.
2. Ampara & Jaffna Districts – Educational
Awareness Sessions on Conservation
Our District Reps are currently working on
initiating conservation related awareness
sessions in universities and schools to reach
the youth and children who are the next
generation of our country. Programmes have
been planned in a few Government
Universities in Mid-January 2022. The
Zoological Club of the University of Jaffna and
the Environmental Society of the University of
Vavuniya have given permission to organise
these educational awareness sessions and
workshops. These programmes will also be
conducted in the schools in the Ampara
District.
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3. Kandy District - Nature Walk in
Dunumadalawa Forest Reserve
This event will be held in January 2022 with
the presence of 25 participants mainly
comprising of residents from Kandy. A
resource person from the area will explain
the fauna and flora while doing the walk.
The walk will be followed with a discussion
on the importance of such forest reserves
and an introduction to the WNPS,
promotion of membership and encourage
participants members to do more
conservation related activities in Kandy.

4. Jaffna District – Junior Art Competition
An art competition under the theme of
"Conservation” has been planned by our District
Reps from the North together with the Wild Kids
Subcommittee at the end of this month in the
Jaffna District. The WNPS together with ‘Fox
Resorts’ and ‘Sirakukal Amayam’ will partner this
event. The age limit will be 8 to 10 years and 50
students from different schools in the Jaffna
District will be invited to participate in this
competition.

Missed a lecture?
Not to worry, we have you covered!
Our lectures are now available online.
wnpssl.org/events/lectures/
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Few Important Points on Ethical Wildlife
Photography from WNPS Monthly Lecture
By Buddhilini de Soyza on 25th November
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Winners of Wild Kids Rock
Painting Competition
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WNPS Field Trips in January!
Field Trip to Mannar & Jaffna
The 3 night 4-day trip will include transport
from the WNPS office to all locations and back,
accommodation, breakfast from the 14th to
Lunch on 17th
We will leave at 4.30am on the 14th, breakfast
stop at Puttalam, birding stop at Thanthirimale.
Accommodation at Hotel Agape.
Our resource expert will be Prof. Sampath
Seneviratne, Research Scientist - Evolution &
Molecular Biogeography, Senior Lecturer in
Zoology, Department of Zoology & Environment
Sciences, Faculty of Science, UOC.
Limited only to 15 members on first come first
served basis, Rs 33,000 per person
Contact Fazry, field-trip coordinator, WNPS on
0772277888 or fieldtrips@wnpssl.org
All guests must be fully vaccinated

Field Trip to Uda Walawe
& Lunugamvehera
The 2 night 3-day trip will include transport
from the WNPS office to all locations and back,
accommodation at WNPS Bungalow and Sihilro.
All meals from 28th breakfast to lunch on 30th.
Limited only to 14 members on first come first
served basis, Rs 21,000 per person.
Contact
Ashan,
on
0741008490
ashan.wijetilleke@wnpssl.org
All guests must be fully vaccinated

or

GREEN ISLE
UPDATE

Tree Planting program at Green Isle site

Wetlands
are
globally
important
in
regulating the climate and in sustaining
biodiversity. With global climate change,
attention has been drawn to wetland
ecosystems throughout the world. The
significance of a wetland is its ability to
absorb and retain water nourishing the
surrounding land during droughts and
protecting
them
against
floods.
In
recognition of the fact, there are attempts
to revive tourism through the restoration of
marshes that is expected to reverse the
land degradation in the Colombo suburbs.
Also. these marshes are home to about 150
migratory bird species.
The
Green-Isle
project
is
making
phenomenal progress with regular site
maintenance
that
includes
clearing
waterways of invasive water weeds,
trimming of grass and vines that overgrow
on the path and thinning of wel atha/pond
apple. Further, log bridges that connect
islands were re-built and repaired.
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Opening Ceromy at "Soba Ketha"

Hundreds of newly bought saplings have
been planted in selected areas at the site. On
November 14th in celebration of the National
Tree Planting Day, a team of students of
Visakha Vidyalaya, Colombo led by Seyara
Rajapakse
Vidanagamage,
brought
100
recommended tree saplings to plant. The
highlight of the day was the planting of 5
saplings of Crudia zeylanica (Pandu Karanda),
a tree that was thought to be extinct.
It is regretted that this landmass that lies
within a Sanctuary has been fragmented
causing difficulty in carrying out the original
plan of constructing a nature trail around the
periphery of the island. A thorough clean-up
on the site to remove plastic, glass and other
debris that is washed onto it during the rainy
season will be scheduled in the coming
months. More programmes including school
children and community participation will be
conducted at the site in the near future.
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WNPS Merchandise- Limited
Edition Stop Ecocide T-shirts
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FEATURED NEWS
Click the links to read more

CRUDIA ZEYLANICA BROUGHT BACK
FROM EXTINCT TO MARK NATIONAL
TREE PLANTING DAY
In celebration of the National Tree Planting
Day, Monday 15th November, a tree
planting event was conducted on Sunday 14
th November at the Bellanwila-Attidiya
Sanctuary, the site of WNPS’s ‘Green Isle
Project’.

WNPS PROVIDES LIFE AND DISABILITY
COVER TO PROTECT 2650 STAFF MEMBERS
OF THE DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE
CONSERVATION
In 2020, Wildlife and Nature Protection Society
(WNPS) initiated Sri Lanka’s first-ever Life
Insurance Policy for the employees of the
Department of Wildlife Conservation (DWC). The
program which continues in its second year has
so far provided Life, Permanent, and Partially
Disability Cover to 2,670 DWC employees.

MARTIN - THE LEGEND OF SINHARAJA –
BIDS ADIOS HIS FINAL GOOD BYE
Lanka Ratne Martin Wijesinghe, the
legend of Sinharaja passed away last
night after a brief illness. He was born
on a Christmas eve - 24 th December,
1939.
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Nations Trust Bank (NTB) has further cemented their sponsorship with the Society by supporting the
Jungle Telegraph and making them the Society's sole sponsor for all its publications.

