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Being involved in conservation, especially in Sri Lanka, is a
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snaring of leopards, human-wildlife conflict, the list goes
on, and now, with social media, you seem to be informed of
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we simply comment, express our sadness or anger with a
suitable emoji, share the story, and then move on to the
next environmental catastrophe. At the rate these events
now reoccur, it is quite clear that no permanent solutions
have been found to resolve these most critical of
environmental and conservation crises. 
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FEATURED NEWS:

Wildlife and Nature Protection Society
launch “Wanapetha Handa Nagai”
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As the third oldest organization of its kind in the
World, the Society has been responsible for some
of the most significant initiatives in conservation in
this country – the setting up of National Parks, of
the drawing up of the Laws of Conservation, of the
formation of the Department of Wildlife
Conservation, of the saving of the Sinharaja Forest
from commercial exploitation, to name but a few -
and all of this by ordinary members who were
passionately committed to the cause of
conservation. However, with the current rate of
environmental destruction that is taking place, our
challenges are even greater. Therefore, we must
strive even harder to find effective long-term
solutions to resolve these crises and save our
biodiversity for future generations to experience,
and delight in.

Your decision to become a member of the Society
is the first step that you took to make a meaningful
contribution towards its efforts of conservation,
following in the footsteps of your illustrious
predecessors. It was not simply for the benefits you
could get from the Society but for what you could
do by joining forces with a likeminded community
to work towards a common objective – the
preservation of the wilderness and wildlife that our
beautiful island has been blessed with. 

In the last six years, the Society has grown, as per
the needs of the times, and now has 15 sub-
committees each with a clear focus on a specific
conservation challenge. I would like to call upon the
membership to become actively involved by joining
these groups, to strengthen the Society’s efforts in
finding effective long-term solutions to these
challenges (the list of these sub-committees can be
seen by clicking on the following link
www.wnpssl.org). 

One of the Society’s re-activated initiatives is that of
the District Representatives system. We currently
have 29 District Representatives covering most of
the conflict areas of the country and through whom
we are able to gather accurate information on
regional environmental issues. Inevitably, this has
made our task that much greater, along with which
we have to find the resources to address these
added emergencies. With the support we have
received already, we have been able to resolve
some of the issues, as in the case of clearing the
fishing nets at Gal-Oya, initiate legal action in the
case of the return of the elephants to the thieves
who stole them from the wilds, with the piloting of
our Light Repel System for keeping elephants out of
village cultivations, etc. These, however, are just a
drop in the ocean and we need all of your support
in helping us to achieve the Society’s goals.

Apart from volunteering to assist with the sub-
committees referred to above, you could help
through the following:

1.Help us to raise funds for funding the now
inevitable legal action that is necessary to resolve
most conservation issues.
2.Raise funds for our conservation initiatives e.g. the
LRS, habitat restoration, et al.
3.Spread our messages of conservation via every
medium available to you.
4.Lobby policymakers to make conservation of
primary concern in their every day responsibilities
and actions.
5.Send us verified information of any environmental
destruction that comes to your notice.

Let’s work together so that our children will know
that we fought to preserve the wilderness and wild
places as a blessing to them, and they will praise us
in turn for our success in achieving that goal.
 

Spencer Manuelpillai
President, WNPS
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WNPS YOUTH WING
POWERS THROUGH THE

PANDEMIC
 

The last four months were exciting for the
Youth Wing as we have engaged with new
schools, expanding our school network.
Dharmaraja College - Kandy, Hillwood College -
Kandy, St. Thomas College, St. Peter’s College,
Colombo International School, Royal
International School – Kurunegala are the
latest additions to our ‘Education for
Conservation” program series. Apart from the
school programs, we have celebrated several
international days featuring World Rainforest
Day, International Day of the Tropics, Sri
Lanka Leopard Day, World Youth Skills Day
and many more. Apart from the International
Day celebrations, we have successfully
launched the legal week, fish week, shipwreck
week and leopard week. 

We are proud to announce that we received 64
entries for the short story competition,
themed on ‘Ecosystem Restoration. We have
successfully released four episodes of Ms
Neeta’s Nature Class highlighting the
environmental conventions in the world. 

Apart from the social media campaigns, we
have conducted four well received skills
workshops spotlighting the work of Shweta
Khare Naik, James Souchon, Dr Ruchira
Somaweera and Sanjiv Fernando. 

Highlights of the work of Jane Goodall Institute in
India, the ancient art of tracking in the South African
bush, fascinating stories about studying reptiles
around the world and the use of artificial intelligence
in species conservation were the grounds covered
from the skills workshops. 
Watch the Youth Wing skills workshops now:
https://www.facebook.com/WNPSSLYOUTH

Our first virtual social event, “Spotlight – the open mic
night" took place on the 8th of September featuring
12 young artists. 
As for the upcoming events, we are planning a
Halloween special with more skills workshops and
school programs. The journey never ends; more
exciting events are on your way. Stay tuned!
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Have you read our
latest Loris & Warana?

Click the covers to read our latest issues!
wnpssl.org/publications

We need your support.
All donations to the Society assist in our conservation
efforts. Click the link and donate today.

DONATE

https://online.fliphtml5.com/fuqf/krdr/#p=1
https://online.fliphtml5.com/fuqf/qvqo/#p=1
https://www.wnpssl.org/donate/
https://www.wnpssl.org/donate/


The Elephant – Open Category
The Elephant – Junior Category
Human Elephant Conflict – Open Category

The HEC committee is saddened by the loss of Brigadier Sudath Udayasena, who passed away in late
August 2021 with a month long battle with COVID-19. The Brigadier who was an injured soldier during the
war, was heading the R&D of the Army and gave his time and commitment to both the Elephant and
humans alike. He will be sadly missed. Brigadier Udayasena was the inventor of the LRS, based on
research conducted on the biological weakness in the eyes of Asian elephants. He and his team started
rolling out the system across army camps in the country to protect them from elephants who were
venturing in. 

He then approached WNPS with this innovative idea for the potential mitigation of the Human Elephant
conflict and the LRS project was born. The WNPS has worked with Brigadier Udayasena for almost two
years, trialling and installing the LRS in locations from Galgamuwa to Hambanthota and Monaragala
districts. The results that we have obtained to date are encouraging and we are hopeful that the data
gathered by the end of the study indicates a high efficacy in terms of HEC mitigation. 

The data gathering phase of the LRS project has continued through the pandemic albeit somewhat at a
slower pace due to the various lockdowns we have experienced. The next location to be installed will be
in Thanmannama in the Hambantota district.

The LRS team were in the process of setting up a new site in Thanmannama when the brigadier and his
team contracted COVID. The posts at this site have already been setup and the installation work has been
stalled due to the nationwide lockdown. The General Secretary has met with Brigadier Ajith
Wicramasekara and Colonel Hamidon of the R&D team in the Army who have assured him that they will
continue the good work of the late Brig. Udayasena once the lockdown has been lifted. They were
grateful that the Society is continuing with the LRS project in the name of the Brigadier who worked
tirelessly to find sustainable solutions to Sri Lanka’s Human Elephant Conflict to protect the lives of both
Elephants and Humans.  

Elephant Day

The WNPS commemorated world elephant day by running a photography competition and hosting a
presentation titled “Living with Elephants: from conflict to existence” by Dr Sumith Pilapitiya followed by a
panel discussion with Dr Pilapitiya, Supun Lahiru Prakash and Keerthanaram Thanabalasingham. The
presentation is available on the WNPS YouTube channel for those who missed it. 

The photography competition covered 3 categories.

The competition was advertised across social and print media as well as the WNPS website. Close to three
hundred entries were received and the winners were selected by our panel of judges which comprised of
Namal Kamalgoda, Rukshan Jayewardene and Rajiv Welikala. The winners were announced via social
media on the 12th of August. The prizes included stays at Yala and Wilpattu, camera accessories and
merchandise from the WNPS and Spa Ceylon.

WNPS activities on world elephant day were sponsored by Spa Ceylon
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Mitigating Human Elephant Conflict in Sri
Lanka Using the Innovative Light Repel

System (LRS)
 
 



Human Elephant Statistics 

The Society through the research work done based on information provided by the DWC and Dr.

Sumith Pilapitiya report the following alarming increase in incidents of human elephant conflict. 
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Key Causes for Elephant Deaths from 2015-2020
 
 

Human and Elephant Deaths by District from 2018-2020



 
WNPS District Representative's

Program
 

Provide effective WNPS representation in every local district
Have the ‘finger on the pulse’ on regional conservation issues and challenges, especially around the
human-wildlife conflict, deforestation, illegal land-grabbing of wildlife habitats etc.
Collaborate with other WNPS Subcommittees and assist in carrying out the WNPS conservation agenda 
Collaborate with the private sector and other government entities, to bring about conservation
outcomes in their designated districts
Assist the WNPS in growing their member base and finding suitable conservation-minded locals to join
the Society
Contribute relevant content for WNPS’s journals – Loris, Warana & Waranam.

WNPS’s District Representative Program is one of 3 core operational areas mandated by the WNPS
Constitution (the others being Human Elephant Conflict (HEC) and The Youth Wing Program). Currently the
District Representative Program includes 29 Representatives representing all 26 districts, who meet once a
month through the regional meetings organized by WNPS. 

The objective of the Program is to:

The below activities were carried out by the District Representative Program in 1H 2021

1.Bambarakale, Nuwara Eliya District – Leopard Awareness Program

1 August is now commemorated as National Leopard Day in Sri Lanka, which was an initiative led by the
WNPS in 2020. As part of the Leopard Day activities, an awareness program and workshop were conducted
in the Bambarakale Estate for 25 estate workers. Recently most Leopard killings in Sri Lanka have occurred
in Tea & other up-country estates due to the use of illegal snares. It is not confirmed if Leopard are the
primary target or if they are being caught in snares set to trap other wildlife for the bush meat trade,
however what has been established is that Leopard killings are on the rise, and we cannot ignore the rise
in global demand for Leopard and other big-cat body parts to meet the needs of the illegal wildlife trade.
Workshops and awareness programs are key in fighting this spate of killings and WNPS is committed to
protecting Sri Lanka’s Leopards, which are an endangered species.

2.Gal Oya, Ampara District - Ghost Fishing Net Clearing Project at Senanayake Samudraya

The DWC office at Gal Oya notified WNPS Gal Oya District Representative of a pressing issue impacting
wildlife in and around Senanayaka Samudraya, earlier this year. Abandoned fishing gear including nylon
fishing nets and plastic-floaters discarded by fishermen was proving to be a major threat to wildlife
including crocodiles, birds, pangolins, turtles, and other species. WNPS wasted no time and raised the
required funds to organize a clean-up project in collaboration with the Department of Wildlife
Conservation (DWC) to clear-up the abandoned nets and other debris which are a hazard to wildlife. As 
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part of this initiative several awareness projects are also being conducted in the area to educate the local
fisherman on the harmful impacts of abandoning their fishing gear in the hope of creating a more
responsible fishing community.

 
3. Kurunegala District – School Awareness Program in Collaboration with WNPS Youth Wing

 
An educational program was conducted for 47 students in grades 7-10 of Royal International School in
Kurunegala focusing on the theme of “Inspiring Tomorrow’s Environmental Leaders”. The program was
executed in collaboration with the Kurunegala District Representatives and WNPS Youth Wing. The
students were provided an insightful and engaging introduction to WNPS’s Restoration of a Rainforest
(ROAR) Project at Diyakotha Kanda, which is a landmark conservation project conducted by WNPS, led by
WNPS’ Professor Lakdas and Professors Nimal & Savithri Gunatilleke, employing the scientific technique of
Relay Floristics to regenerate degraded rainforests. This is a sustainable model for Sri Lanka on
reforestation of a rainforest using a mixture of early and late successional species with a strong
representation of native species which links conservation, science, community development, education
and youth. An interactive discussion was also held on the difference between ‘Weather’ and ‘Climate’. 

 

Science for Conservation Subcommittee
 

 The “Science for Conservation” Subcommittee  which was recently established, will be utilized for WNPS’
science-based projects moving forward. Dr. Chathurangi Wickremaratne who is a leading environmental

scientist in the country has been appointed chair of the Subcommittee, along with several committee
members representing science and administrative areas. This new Subcommittee will work closely with
other Subcommittees specially HEC, Marine and Legal. The Conservation for Science Subcommittee has

already applied for several grant options which were available for HEC and Marine conservation. The team
is currently working on developing scientific evidence to support some of the Society’s litigation activities 

 
 The team is also assisting in the Citizen Science Project initiated to study the impacts of the MV X- press

Pearl naval disaster as well as helping with applying for funding for a Pangolin Conservation Project, which
is a joint project in collaboration with The University of Sri Jayewardenepura.

 
Recently an introductory tutorial to Google Earth was conducted for the committee members by Thilina

Nandika Munasinghe, who is a graduate of Ocean University. The main objective was to build capacity for
future scientists in the Subcommittee. 

 
The Science for Conservation Subcommittee has many more exciting projects in the pipeline so stay tuned

for more!
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Missed a lecture?
Not to worry, we have you covered!
Our lectures are now available online.
wnpssl.org/events/lectures/
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Kumana Wewa
The Department of Wildlife brought to the attention of the Society that the Kumana Wewa, a fresh water
irrigation tank that feeds all the animals in the park has completely dried up as the tank bund as broken
and the water has receded. This is a conservation nightmare for the Park and its animals as it serves as a
key water source for the animals for its drinking water. The society is looking at ways of working with the
DWC officials in Kumana and rectifying the situation before the rains that fall in November 2021.
 
Kumana Villu
The Kumana Villu is one of the finest nesting sites for aquatic birds. It has been recorded that there about
22 bird species nesting in the Villu. The total area which is about 1 square mile is a habitat of brackish
water with the main mangrove species “Kirala” providing the aquatic birds with their nesting sites. The
Kumana Villu is the largest aquatic bird nesting site in the country. At this stage, more than 80% of the
“Kirala” trees have died and experts say that the key reason is the brackish water has lost its salty content.
The Society has also been requested to help out the DWC of the Park to re-build the environment of the
Kumana Villu for the aquatic birds. This is no easy feat as there is so much that needs to be done. Funding
to start with, mangrove experts, “Kirala” nursery, mixing the right content to achieve the brackish water
and the operational work involved to achieve all of this.
 
The society will be reaching to the membership on funding for these projects in the near future.

Kumana National Park

Current situation in Kumana Wewa - Image courtesy Chandrapala
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Current Situation of Kumana Villu - Image courtesy ChandrapalaPrevious Situation of Kumana Villu - Image courtesy Seredib



With local schools being closed for nearly 2 years and Virtual Learning becoming the New for
school children, the WNPS Wild Kids initiated a series of online events to reconnect young
minds with the therapeutic powers of the natural world.

World Environment Day was celebrated by initiating “Backyard Wildlife Photography
Competition”. Four weekly winners and an overall winner were selected by a panel of judges
consisting of 3 professional photographers. With 2000+ entries, Backyard Wildlife proved to be
hugely popular.

Wild Kids Update
 

Uncle Avi
Uncle Dharshana
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Some of Winning Photographs

“Backyard Wildlife” was followed by a Photography workshop “Ethical Clicks” with the objective of creating
awareness for ethical wildlife photography to young photography enthusiasts. The kid’s engagement and

enthusiasm at the workshop were overwhelming.
 

Oceans and Jungles was an event full of fun, presented by Stagecraft. Kids sang, danced, made crafts and
enjoyed acting out characters. To make the event more meaningful, the kids were asked make a pledge to

protects the environment,  and which they demonstrated through creative crafts.
 

Nature Trek was a Virtual Wetland Walk with Uncle Avi, who took the kids on a virtual outdoor journey to
explore the creepy crawly creatures of our wetlands. Kids were given an overview of the habitat and the eco

system of the wetlands. The event ended with an interesting quiz.
 

Underwater Explorer, an exciting journey into the deep seas of Sri Lanka was presented by Dharshana
Jayawardena, who was awarded the ADEX Asian Explorer of the Year,2019. The kids were shown some amazing

shipwrecks in the Sri Lankan waters and explained the importance of these to the marine life. kids were
mesmerized by the coral reefs and marine life that existed in our waters. With over 450 participants, the popularity

of this online event was quite overwhelming
 



WNPS Car Badges!
2000/=
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Legal Update

WNPS Legal Subcommittee is undertaking the following cases at present: Circular 2-2001 Case,
Sinharaja (Gin-Nilwala Project), X-Press Pearl Case, Elephant Policy Case, Wilpattu Road Case,
Galgamuwa Tusker Case, Sand Mining Case, Dahaiyagala Electric Fence Case, Revatha Tusker
Case and Pallekanda church case.

See below for a brief overview of some of the main cases:

Elephant Policy Case – CA/WRIT/20/2020
WNPS took steps to file a case against the impugned decision of the Cabinet of Ministers
approving the issuance of 2000 firearms to be distributed to personnel of the Civil Defense
Force deployed/living in areas rife with human elephant conflict. This Cabinet decision was
purportedly issued to protect the villages against elephants and other wildlife. Accordingly,
WNPS filed a writ application against the issue of firearms to the CDF on the basis of the
National Elephant Conservation Policy of 2006. The Case is currently at the Argument (Oral
submissions) stage.

Galgamuwa Tusker Case – B/1052/2017
The Case relates to the killing of Dala Puttuwa of Galgamuwa in November 2017. The CID has
been instructed to conduct DNA tests with ‘Genetech Institute’. CID has not yet submitted the
full investigation report to the Attorney General to file indictment/charges in court. The Case is
currently pending for Attorney General’s advice. 
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Revatha Tusker Case – B/287/21 
WNPS appeared as an intervening party, with the help of Counsel Mr. Anura
Maddegoda, against the killing of Revatha the tusker.

The Magistrate instructed the Attorney General to direct the police to carry out a full
investigation into the incident and submit a report. Magistrate Court of Kekirawa
ordered the suspect to appear in court on the next court date.

X-Press Pearl Case
WNPS filed an application with the Human Rights Commission seeking relief for the
environmental damage caused. A group of fishermen also filed a complaint at the HRC
with WNPS’s assistance, seeking relief for damages caused to their livelihood. WNPS is
in the process of preparing documents and gathering information. The strategy is to
request the government to formulate policies and SOP to prevent a similar incident in
the future. WNPS aims to liaise with the Marine Environment Protection Authority to
identify their grievances so that the Petition will include those details before being
presented in court. 

Circular 02/2021 by Ministry of Lands 
A circular was issued from the Ministry of Lands, No. 02/2021 vesting authority on the
District and Divisional Secretaries to take into its custody State lands that have not
been gazette by the Conservator General of Forests as forest land and as wildlife areas
that have not been gazetted by the Conservator. 

This appears to have been issued in furtherance of the controversial circular previously
issued MWFC/1/2020, which is currently the subject of a several court cases.
Conservationists, including WNPS are of the view that this is a major threat to the
protection of Other State Forests that currently fall within the purview of the Forest
Department. Discussions to file a court action are currently underway.
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REGENARATING MANGROVES,  ANAWILUNDAWA
Work continues on the Accelerated Natural Mangrove Regeneration Project in

Anawinlundawa. Despite the lockdown, significant progress has been made on this
project. A full time research officer is now employed on site and reports to Prof.

Sevvandi Jayakody, the chief scientist for the project.
An extensive floral survey and data entry was undertaken from the Dutch canal. A
nursery of 5000+ seedlings were planted in the allocated areas for re generation

consisting of Rhizophora Mucronata, Bruguiera Gymnorhyza and Xylocarpus
granatum . The progress of the plants are being measured and carefully monitored.
Hemas manufacturing has been at the forefront is contributing to the regeneration
of 6 blocks of the habitat and is sponsoring the key part of the extensive scientific

activity associated with the process.
 

RESPONDING TO THE X-PRESS PEARL DISASTER
The initial report of the Marine Committee Citizen science project to asses nurdle

dispersion in marine ecosystems caused by the X-Press Pearl naval disaster is being
finalized. This study is being carried out collaboration with the Biodiversity

Secretariat of the Ministry of Environment, Ocean Affairs Division of the Foreign
Ministry, Marine Environment Protection Authority (MEPA), National Aquatic

Resources Research and Development Agency (NARA), Department of Wildlife
Conservation (DWC) 

 
CHATS BY THE SEA

The Chats by the sea is an ongoing series of lectures, dedicated to conservation of
our marine habitats. In August, well known marine scientist Mr Arjan Rajasuriya

made a presentation on Coral reefs in the Northern coastal waters of Sri Lanka and
their conservation needs. 

     
CONSERVATION OF SHIPWRECKS

As part of a long term, ongoing project, the marine committee is working on
conservation of shipwrecks of Sri Lanka with the objective of declaring them as

Marine diversity hot spots. 
 

 

Marine Subcommittee Update
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FEATURED NEWS
C L I C K  T H E  L I N K S  T O  R E A D  M O R E

Human Wildlife Conflict is
undoubtedly the biggest conservation
challenge facing Sri Lanka’s flora and

fauna to date. Even though the
conflict between humans and major

species like elephant and leopard
takes center stage in Sri Lanka, the

conflict goes beyond that and
impacts many other wildlife species.

Day by day the competition for
shared space between humans and
wildlife grows more intense due to
human population expansion and

encroachment into wildlife habitat,
deforestation, habitat fragmentation,
live-stock grazing in protected areas
and other land-use issues driven by
man’s selfish and insatiable habits.

W I N N E R S  O F  T H E  S R I
L A N K A N  E L E P H A N T '
P H O T O G R A P H Y
C O M P E T I T I O N

The WNPS Human-Elephant Coexistence
Subcommittee’s 'For the Sri Lankan
Elephant' Photography Competition was
created to provide a platform to focus the
camera lens and with it our attention, on
this unique and majestic species we are
fortunate to share our land with, whilst also
drawing attention to the many challenges
they face due to human-elephant conflict.

WILDLIFE AND NATURE PROTECTION
SOCIETY LAUNCH “WANAPETHA HANDA
NAGAI”

14
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Image Credit -Vanodhya Warnasooriya  

https://www.wnpssl.org/news/Winners_of_the_Sri_Lankan_Elephant'_Photography_Competition.html
https://www.wnpssl.org/news/Winners_of_the_Sri_Lankan_Elephant'_Photography_Competition.html
https://youtu.be/W8_g7G8tyEI
https://www.wnpssl.org/news/wanapetha.html
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Nations Trust Bank (NTB) has further cemented their
sponsorship with the Society by supporting the Jungle
Telegraph and making them the Society's sole sponsor for
all its publications. 


