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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Is COVID-19 impacting our mental capacities?
Greetings to everyone as we progress on our action plans post-Sri Lanka’s first major online AMG, which the WNPS was proud to facilitate. The
COVID-19 times saw us push innovatively forward with our online activities which in some instances saw close to five thousand participants
globally, thereby demonstrating the tremendous appetite for our work and the goodwill for WNPS. New activities like the Kids Nature Walk,
Pledges for Conservation, Wildlife Quizzes and Animal Facts, among other things, gained a lot of traction. The Park closures also gave wildlife a
breather, and we felt relieved on their behalf.
Then as the weeks of COVID-19 went by, the shocking news started emerging. It was as if this period had unleashed an all-out assault on Nature
by none other than the same old villain- politicized Man. The Mount Lavinia coastal ecosystem was bulldozed and buried by an ill-conceived
expensive sandmass, which turned out to be a colossal disaster. The mythical ghostly Black Prince of the Lankan Forest made an appearance
only to be snared and killed in a terrible manner. Several more leopard deaths due to snares followed in quick succession. The Cabinet just
decided to work towards removing our precious small tracts of forests from under those protective bodies and hand them over to the
provincial authorities. We are well aware of how these institutions conduct themselves, and we might as well write the obituary for all those
lands, and scores of endemic creatures within them. There will be blood on the hands of those decision-makers. Mineral Sand Extraction in the
East kicked off, which was bad enough when news that the Manner Coastal Belt had been handed over for mineral mining began coming in.
Tuskers were felled in quick succession while other elephants succumbed to different unnatural factors. Moves began to de-gazette parts of the
protected Vidattaltivu Nature Reserve which is one of our most precious coastal mangrove ecosystems, for none other than aquaculture. Large
tracts of forest near Wilpattu were raped and cleared for projects, while the less visible clearing going on in the Yala Buffer Zones was severalfold higher. Yala was turned into a Drive-In Animal farm when private vehicles were allowed to go into the wildlife park unsupervised.
Sadly, we could list a few more events as well, which left me being convinced that COVID-19 seems to have seriously affected our mental
capacities, rational abilities, and maybe even robbed us of our very souls which act as the last bastion to do what is right for the future
generations of this country. There is a huge vacuum when it comes to having voices to speak on behalf of the wild and the beautiful in Sri
Lanka. It seems as if the Goddess of Nature has lost favour with all authorities and decision-makers who could make a difference for a better
environment for Sri Lanka, and her beauty was being ignored in favour of the cash and Commercial Gods who had taken over. Hardly a single
bit of solid positive news or legislature emerged during these COVID-19 times in her favour.
We wish that this terrible virus would soon be brought under control for the benefit of the millions who are suffering from it. We are proud of
our public servants and many others who helped protect our people and our country from the ravages seen elsewhere. We hope we do not live
in cuckoo land by expecting at least a fraction of that effort to be channelled towards protecting our natural resources and our beautiful
country. Please do keep raising your voice in opposition and support us where possible with funding or your time, to try and slow the tide
wherever we can. We must keep battling these odds, so stop being a passive critic.
Serendib deserves better from us all.

Sriyan de Silva Wijeyeratne

BATTLING TO SAVE THE VIDATTALTIVU
(WEDITHALATHIVE) NATURE RESERVE
Mangrove habitat conservation is on top of the WNPS Marine Sub Committees
agenda. The recent activity regarding a move to de-gazette the Vidattaltivu Nature
Reserve to make way for a part of it to be used for a shrimp farming project has been
one of the most critical challenges for the subcommittee in recent weeks.
The Vidattaltivu Nature Reserve was declared by an order by the Minister of Wildlife
and Sustainable development published in a Gazette Extraordinary no 1956/13 of
01.03.2016. This area was identified as requiring protection by the Strategic
Environmental Assessment (SEA) for the Northern Province in 2012.
While recognising the importance of aquaculture, the use of these pristine habitats for
shrimp farming can result in the absolute destruction of this valuable ecosystem.
Profits from shrimp farming are high, but the negative ecological footprint is even
higher. A case in point would be that it is estimated that nearly 39 hectares of the
lagoon are required to support just 1 hectare of shrimp farm. Even if the shrimp farm
is in an area away from the mangroves, the impact on the ecosystem is still very
significant.
The Vidattaltivu Nature Reserve is unique in many ways since it is the only area in Sri
Lanka where mangroves grow on the coast facing the sea. The mangroves can grow
here because the coast is relatively protected from both the North East and SouthWest monsoons. The sea in the area is like a lagoon, and hence, mangroves can take
root in the coastal sediment areas. Mangroves in other regions of the country are
found in lagoons and estuaries.
Vidattaltivu is also a most significant landing place for shorebirds in the Central- South
Asia Flyway. More than one million shorebirds have been seen on at this site
according to records of the Ceylon Bird Club. As a signatory to the Convention on
Migratory Species (CMS), Sri Lanka has an international obligation not to disrupt
migration patterns. Also, the iconic dugong is found in the Vidattaltivu Nature Reserve
it feeds on the extensive seagrasses found in the area.
The WNPS is working together with a group of other leading environmental
organisations to mitigate this threat to this pristine mangrove habitat. There have
been several articles supported by a campaign on social media to bring about
awareness of the danger of the attempt to de-gazette the Vidattaltivu (Wedithalathive)
Nature Reserve.
In July 2020 the WNPS also had Dr Sevvandi Jayakody of the University of Wayamba
deliver a public lecture titled "Do or do not, there is no try: Mangroves and their
future". The talk addressed the threats to the Vidattaltivu (Wedithalathive) Nature
Reserve and the perils to mangroves in general in Sri Lanka. The WNPS will follow this
lecture with the same content in Sinhala and Tamils as it is essential that communities
living in the Northern and Eastern belts where most of the mangrove habitats are
found made aware of the threat to their livelihoods and environments.

THE TALK IS AVAILABLE TO WATCH ON YOUTUBE NOW.
CLICK THE POSTER ABOVE TO ACCESS THE LINK.

CLICK THE POSTERS ABOVE TO LEARN MORE
ABOUT THE PROTECT VIDATTALTIVU
CAMPAIGN!

UPDATE ON ONGOING LEGAL CASES
Pallenkandal Church Festival case is a matter in which WNPS and Environmental Foundation Limited (EFL) as co-petitioners filed a writ
application in the Court of Appeal against carrying out illegal festive activities by a Church inside the Wilpattu National Park. These church
festivities have caused disruptions to wildlife and increased human intrusion inside the park. The case is coming up to file written
submissions from both Parties on 25th August 2020 and for judgment on 25th September 2020.

PALLENKANDAL CHURCH IN 2009 AND 2019
This year, WNPS also took steps to file a case challenging the decision of the Cabinet
of Ministers approving the issuance of 2000 firearms to be distributed to
personnel of the Civil Defence Force(CDF) deployed/living in areas rife with humanelephant conflict. This decision was purportedly issued to protect the villages against
elephants and other wildlife. Accordingly, WNPS filed a writ application against the
issue of firearms to the CDF on the basis of the National Elephant Conservation Policy
of 2006. The case is fixed for arguments on 07th December 2020.
Other cases ongoing include, the Galgamuwa Tusker’s case that seeks justice for the
killing of the iconic elephant “Dalaputtuwa.” This case is yet to receive the Attorney
General’s advice.
The Udawalawa (Dahaiyagala) case against the setting up of an electric fence that is
impacting on the movement of elephants is coming up on 22nd September for
settlement.
WNPS and EFL are petitioning a Fundamental Rights action against the removal of
the environmental screening process for mining activities. This case is fixed for
support on 27th November 2020.

GALGAMUWA TUSKER

PROMOTING HUMAN-ELEPHANT COEXISTENCE IN SRI LANKA
The Human-Elephant Coexistence (HECOX) subcommittee has
developed a comprehensive proposal seeking donor funding to
promote human-elephant coexistence in Sri Lanka. The proposal takes a
holistic approach to HEC mitigation and adaptation to address the
recent acceleration of conflicts leading to elephant and human deaths.
Significant implications on farmer livelihoods have prompted a call for
urgent action by all stakeholders. The project proposes campaigning
and advocating for human-elephant coexistence, stakeholder capacity
building, adapting effective technical methods at the farmer level and
prudent land-use planning to prevent the incidence of human-elephant
conflicts. The institutional focal point for the project will be the Ministry
of Agriculture with the close engagement of Wildlife Conservation and
Forestry Departments.

Strategic objectives of the project include:
Time-bound action plans to be integrated into current institutional
mechanisms to supporting policy implementation.
HEC considerations in agriculture land-use planning established as a
long-term preventative measure.
Sustainable and viable mitigation approaches in converting HEC to
HECOEX accepted as a future approach.
Deeper awareness affecting behaviour change amongst a crosssection of targeted stakeholders through innovative communication
approaches.
HECOEX guidelines internalised in non-governmental development
initiatives.

The overall project outcome is expected to be a
reduction of HEC incidences amongst farming
populations and conservation and protection of
elephants through HECOEX.

EDUCATION FOR CONSEVRATION
The activities of the Youth Wing has broadened in 2020 to include the
initiation of sustainability projects for schools and surrounding
communities that are to be led by youth. As guidance for implementing
projects, the Youth Wing has developed toolkits that will be distributed to
the 58 schools engaged in the Youth Wing program. Toolkits have been
developed for organic farming, reforestation, segregation and upcycling of
waste, bio-fencing using citrus fruits (to be used primarily in humanelephant conflict areas) and beekeeping.
Apart from developing toolkits for school and community projects, the
Youth Wing has initiated a series of skills-building workshops, that is
focussed on enhancing skills of youth and the general public for
conservation. Sessions on discovering the fundamentals of conservation
science and research led by Dr Sampath Senaviratne and a session that
explored animal behaviour and in particular leopard behaviour by Rukshan
Jayewardene have been completed. Further, a session for kids aged 8 -12
years to inspire them to be innovative and resourceful in managing waste
was conducted in two parts. The session included a short, informative
discussion on the fundamental concepts behind waste management and
an interactive crafts session for kids to get creative with waste upcycling at
home.

YOUTH WING FIELD TRIP TO WILPATTU, 2019

The core mission of the Youth Wing remains to conduct awareness sessions in schools to educate youth on the state of the environment. The
children are also taken on field trips to national parks so they can explore and connect with the natural world firsthand. The pandemic has
disrupted the flow of the program. When it is safe to do so, and government regulations permit it, the Youth Wing is looking forward to spreading
its wings and initiating programs in schools in Puttalam, Mannar, Mullaitivu, Ampara, Batticaloa, Trincomalee and Hambantota districts.

PROTECTING THE SRI LANKAN LEOPARD
The leopard is a big cat in the genus Panthera that has a distribution throughout sub-Saharan Africa, through the Middle East and into
several countries in Asia. Once occupying a vast contiguous landmass of varied climate and terrain and splitting into nine distinct
subspecies, (although much reduced in both range and numbers) even today the leopard remains the most widely distributed large feline
in the world. The leopard is the quintessential big cat- a prototype ancestral to all Pantherines was a prehistoric feline much like the
modern leopard. The leopard remains the most generalized big cat, while the Lion the Tiger the Jaguar and Snow leopard ( the other four
pantherines) are all more specialized hence less adaptable carnivores. Of the nine genetically distinct subspecies the Sri Lankan leopard
(Panthera pardus kotiya) is one of two island subspecies. The Sri Lankan leopard due to its geographical isolation in the island of Sri Lanka
is a range-restricted species. Leopards, in general, have an unparalleled ability to adapt to a changing landscape, climate and prey base.
Leopards tackle the most diverse prey species of any big cat and are not averse to scavenging. Occupying the Apex predator position on
the island for millennia, with no competition from other terrestrial carnivores, leopards have benefited and thrived on an island of great
faunal diversity and a multitude of habitats. Today the Sri Lankan leopard faces many challenges, as the island’s population approaches
22 million people and our livestock, farmlands and settlements spread into the far reaches of what was until recently wilderness. When
forced to prey on livestock, with the decline of their wild prey, leopards become visible and thereby vulnerable. With this entanglement in
human livelihoods and the entry into farmlands sparks the beginning of the conflict with humans that never ends well for leopards.
Wherever this process has exacerbated, due primarily to land-use change and illegal hunting of wildlife for bushmeat, leopards, are vilified
and deliberately killed. Everywhere that leopards live in unprotected lands, they die as the unintended victims of wire snare traps meant
for other animals. Also, leopards die eating poisoned carcasses as well as in deadfall traps and trap guns. A once abundant cat that
ranged throughout the island up to pre historic times is now locally extinct (has been extirpated) from many parts of the country, most
significantly from the densely populated south-west of the island.

Hope for the future of Sri Lankan leopards lies in:
A) The protected area network and its efficient management.
B) The enforcement of the Fauna and Flora Protection Ordinance and related prosecutions.
C) The education of the younger generation as well as current policymakers as to the importance of conserving the leopard
which is an ecological and economic asset, that we are fortunate to share this island with.

TO SUM UP; THE LONG TERM CONSERVATION OF THE LEOPARD WILL
INVOLVE-PROTECTION, EDUCATION, MITIGATION AND COEXISTENCE.

THE MT LAVINIA BEACH NOURISHMENT PROJECT
The Coast Conservation Department (CCD)commenced a
project during the height of the COVID crisis, which took
many by surprise. The Mt Lavinia Beach was being filled
with sand and was taking on a new look.
There seemed too much confusion as to what was going
on this beautiful stretch of shoreline.
A news report revealed that the CCD had embarked on
the project to address the issue of erosion on the Mt
Lavinia Beach. There were questions raised as to
whether erosion was, in fact, a problem in this stretch of
beach in the first place.
The WNPS Marine subcommittee issued and statement
and wrote the to the Director CCD requesting for the
Environmental Assessment Impact report (EIA) of this
project for which we still have no response. The question
here was whether an EIA was done and how relevant it
was to the project?
In addition to the issue with the Mt Lavinia Beach losing
its identity and most of the well-known landmarks like
the rocks a little beyond the shore being covered, the
WNPS was concerned about the location of the dredging
of sand and how close this was to the reef and
shipwrecks in the area. The Society maintains that the
reef, marine life and shipwrecks are assets that can be
leveraged for generating tourism income and need to be
preserved and not damaged in the development
process. The Society also calls for scientific studies to be
done before such projects are initiated and have offered
to lend expertise in this regard.

DIFFERENT PHASES POST THE BEACH NOURISHMENT WHICH HAS
DISFIGURED THE MT LAVINIA BEACH.

WILD KIDS
In May 2020 the WNPS launched a new wing
to engage with young children, the ‘Wild Kids’.
The Wild Kids of the WNPS got busy snapping photos of the
wildlife in their own backyards during the lockdown. Several
of the talented young photographers were featured on our
Facebook page, and the best three photographs won
conservation-themed prizes.
Coming up next is the much loved WNPS Wetland Walk,
which we are excited to host in a brand new location if the
country has returned to normalcy by September.
Following the super successful ‘Backyard Wildlife
Photography Competition’, we will be launching another
competition to encourage youngsters to think critically and
creatively about how they can have a positive impact on
conservation. The initiative will require participants to
‘Upcycle’ or ‘Recycle’ waste materials found in the home. We
also want kids to keep an eye out for the opportunity to
become a ‘Nature Nurturer’ by planting seeds at home and
sharing the progress of their new plant with us! Next year, a
beach cleanup awaits with a special surprise.

CHECK OUT THE FLYER FOR
DETAILS ON THE NEXT PAGE

WINNING IMAGE BY THARINDU PRABHASHA WALPITA
BACKYARD WILDLIFE PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION

FIELD TRIPS
After a hiatus due to the pandemic,
the very popular WNPS Monthly
Educational field tours recommenced
in the month of August with a visit to
the Udawalawe and Lunugumvehera
National Parks. Rahula Perera
was the resource person for the trip
who enriched the experience with his
knowledge and insights.

MISSED THE RECENT
PUBLIC LECTURES?
Not to worry, we have you covered!
The lectures are available to watch
on Youtube NOW.

CLICK THE POSTER
TO ACCESS THE LINK!

CLICK THE LORIS
TAB TO
CONTRIBUTE TO
CONSERVATION

TODAY

