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PROTEST AGAINST THE EXPANSION OF THE PALLENKANDAL
SHRINE WITHIN THE WILPATTU

NATIONAL PARK

The WNPS, in partnership with the Environmental
Foundation Limited (EFL), hosted a Press
Conference on August 16, 2016 to raise public
awareness on the illegal expansion of the
Pallenkandal Shrine, in direct violation of the
Fauna & Flora Protection Ordinance (FFPO),
within the boundaries of the Wilpattu National
Park. Chaired by the President of the Society,
Rukshan Jayewardene, the conference was well
attended with over 25 representatives of the print,
electronic and on-line media being present.
Lawyer Wardani Karunaratne of EFL outlined the
breaches of the Laws of Sri Lanka that have taken
place in this illegal development. Though the
Society attempted to engage with those
responsible in dialogue, it met with limited
response. As such, it was forced to take this step

to protect the territorial integrity of this, one of
the foremost of the National Parks in this
country, and will take legal measure, if
necessary, to protect Wilpattu for the future.
Click on the following links to access the press
coverage given to this event, inclusive of a TV
interview given by Rukshan Jayewardene on this
and other issues relevant to conservation:

Photo Credits: Mr. Thilanka Dassanayake

DIYAKOTHAKANDA REFORESTATION ROAR PROJECT
Some years ago, the WNPS initiated a project to
reforest a denuded hill, Diyakothakanda, close to
the village of Dikhena, which lies between the
Sinharaja Nature Reserve and the town of
Badureliya. The Society has decided to inject
some impetus into this project, with the guidance
of Professors Savitri and Nimal Goonetilleke, for a
systematic approach to regrowing this buffer of
Sinharaja.
The Reforestation of a Rainforest
(ROAR) Project was officially launched on June 5,
2016, at the Dikhena Junior School with members
of the Committee, sponsors and advisors being
present. Good progress has been made so far
with over 8, 000 saplings of primary species
already in the nurseries, and the site being
prepared for their planting. The aim is, as an initial
step, to have 25% of the total land extant of two (2)
hectares planted by December 2016.
None of this would have been possible without the
vision and generosity of the project sponsors, the
Rotary Club of Colombo West, Bureau Veritas and
Textured Jerseys. Their investment is assisting
the WNPS in implementing this unique project
which is not only of conservation and
environmental value, but also will be of direct
benefit to the local schools and community.
Click on the following link to access the press coverage
given to this project: http://bit.ly/2brA2iP

Links to few press articles
http://bit.ly/2bVNVIEl | http://bit.ly/2bVOmT8
http://bit.ly/2bpQDYV | http://bit.ly/28OIUBp
Link to Video
http://bit.ly/2bpPsJ7 | http://bit.ly/2bo4jST

QUARTERLY E-NEWSLETTER OF THE
WILDLIFE & NATURE PROTECTION
SOCIETY (WNPS)

MONTHLY LECTURE SERIES

The WNPS's monthly Public Lecture
Series has now become a permanent
fixture in the calendar of all those
interested in wildlife and conservation
in Colombo. This has been due to the
high
quality
presenters
and
presentations it has attracted over the
last couple of years. In June this year,
a capacity crowd attended the lecture
by Rohan Pethiyagoda on the Horton
Plains National Park and its dying
forests. In July, the young researcher
Dinal J S Samarasinghe spoke about
the Human - Crocodile Conflict in Sri
Lanka, a problem that has been
highlighted in the media of late. In

LORIS - THE SOCIETY'S JOURNAL
August, Prof. Mathias Harzhauser from
Austria lectured on “The Birth of the Indian
Ocean”, an amazing story to listen to and a
packed house to listen to Dr. Sumith
Pilapitiya, former Director General of the
Department of Wildlife Conservation, on
the “Role of Civil Society in Conservation”
We hope that all Society members and
well-wishers keep patronizing these
important learning events that are
traditionally held on the third Thursday of
each month. The next lecture will be by
young researcher Anya Ratnayaka on
Small Cats on the 20th of October.

The Society's Journal, Loris (Volume 27: Issues 3
& 4), has been published thanks to the
sponsorship of the Sri Lanka Tourism Promotion
Bureau. We thank its Chairman, Mr. Paddy
Withana, for recognizing the importance that the
protection of the wild places and wild creatures of
this country has in relation to the promotion of
tourism in Sri Lanka. This issue, as always, has a
variety of articles and photographs ranging from
scientific observation to matters of conservation
importance, and of the anecdotal – the personal
experiences of wildlife enthusiasts.

Volume 27. Issues 3 & 4

Journal of the Wildlife and Nature Protiection Society of Sri Lanka

Members will be posted their copies in the coming
weeks – though we urge you where possible, in
the interests of saving costs, to collect your copy
from the Society Head Office. Most importantly,
please ensure that the Head Office has been
informed of any change to your postal address to
ensure that the journal reaches you. Please
confirm your address and other contact details with the Administrative Secretary, Mr.
George Thambapillai, either by telephone on 011 2 887 390 or by e-mail on wnps@sltnet.lk.
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MEMBERSHIP: HAVE YOU PAID?
The daily administration of the Society, the
upkeep of the Head Office and Bungalows
and the salaries of staff are all dependent on
the annual subscriptions of the members. As
such, we urge you to please update your
subscriptions, if you have not already done so.
Please contact the Administrative Secretary,
Mr. George Thambapillai, either by telephone
on 011 2 887 390 or by e-mail on
wnps@sltnet.lk if you have any queries with
regard to the amounts outstanding and
methods of payment.
It is equally important that we encourage as
many wildlife enthusiasts as possible to join
the membership of the Society to assist in its
renewed efforts to prevent the further
destruction of the wild places and wild
creatures of this island. If each person
introduces just one (1) new member this year,
the total membership will double! Please help
us achieve this goal.

WNPS FUTURE LEADERS

INTERNSHIPS

We are currently running a WNPS
Future Leaders Internships where we
are looking for young people interested
in wildlife who would like to spend a few
months volunteering in our office with
some of the projects. This is already in
operation with our first intern in place.
Please contact the Administrative
Secretary for further details.

MEMBERS SUPPORT
There is a common misconception that one has to *
serve on the General Committee of the WNPS to engage
in its work for conservation. This is far from the truth. In
fact, the General Committee is an honorary body elected
to administer the functions and buildings, and manage
the staff, of the Society. This can be a time-consuming
task. As such, it is vital that members get involved in all
facets of the Society to assist it in its ultimate aim, of
being the 'Voice of Conservation' in Sri Lanka.
Following are the list of Sub-Committees currently in
operation:
* Conservation & Environment
* Human – Elephant
Coexistence
* Reforestation
* Student Nature Clubs
* Bungalow
* Finance and Fund Raising, and Greeting Cards
* Head Office
* Members Participation
* Library
* Press & Publicity
* IT & Website
* Monthly Lectures
Please contact the Administrative Secretary, Mr. George
Thambapillai, either by telephone on 011 2 887 390 or by
e-mail on wnps@sltnet.lk, for further details on these
sub-committees, and to register your interest to serve on
any of them. Each sub-committee has a Chair who will
be in touch with you.

BUNGALOWS
We are fortunate that our forebears chose the most idyllic of locations for the Society's bungalows, close to
three of the best National Parks in Sri Lanka. Regrettably, in the last decade, bookings have fallen
dramatically, impacting the finances of the Society and resulting in insufficient money to upgrade them to the
standard expected by the modern visitor. We are looking for new strategies to make the necessary upgrades
to all of the bungalows to attract visitors, in their number, there once again. To do this, we are exploring the
possibility of finding sponsorships, or outsourcing the Management of the bungalows, or even of forming
partnerships with those of the hospitality trade to try and effect these improvements. Enshrined in any such
agreements will be the continuing ownership of the land and buildings by the WNPS, the preference given to
members of the Society when booking, and the continuing arrangements that the Society has with the
Department of Wildlife Conservation in the provision of a tracker for the duration that a member occupies one
of these bungalows. Your assistance with any of the above would be greatly appreciated as the Society
needs to get its bungalows up to standard and profitable again; to help fund its important conservation
functions. In the meantime, please do patronize them even in their present condition, if you can. Some
improvements have already been done to make them more comfortable. We need your patronage and
assistant to make this a success.
#86, Rajamalwatte Road, Battaramulla, Sri Lanka.
Tele: + 94(0) 112 887 390 | Fax: + 94(0) 112 887 664 | Mobile: + 94(0) 776 508 508 (Admin Secretary)
E-mail: wnps@sltnet.lk | Web: www.wnpssl.org

OUR SINCERE APPRECIATION TO OUR
CORPORATE PARTNERS AND DONORS
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| Colombo West | Mr. C A Weerasinghe | Bureau Veritas | Pro
Image | SARVA INTEGRATED | Dilmah Tea | Dr. P B Aluthge |
Ms. Lucky Dissanayake | Mr. Ashley de Vos | Mr Sriyan De Silva
Wijeyeratne | Dr. | Daya Gunawardena | Richard Pieris & co. | Mr
Darrel Bartholomeusz | Dr. D Burshan | Mr. G N de Croose |
Prof. Lakdas Fernando | Mr. Jehan CanagaRatna, M/s. J C
International Trading | Mr. Imran Jabeer | Mr. Rohan
Pethiyagoda | Mr. C B Vithanage | Mr. Rahula Dassanaieke | Mr.
J. Thoradeniya
Nanuli Perera - Social media campaign and News Letter design
Sheranga Rajasuriya - PR services at media event
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