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A message from the President

"A Glimmer of Hope "
The recent Court judgements on critical environmentalrelated cases filed by the Society, with other
conservation organisations, are a welcome sign of,
perhaps, better times ahead. Nevertheless, our
continuous struggle to conserve and protect our
environment will steadfastly continue. We are pleased
to recommence most of our field activities and physical
events including our Monthly Lectures at the BMICH,
Youth Wing Programmes and the Wild Kids physical
activities around the country.
The Society would like to appeal to its members to set
an example on critical issues such as Wildlife
Photography and Ethical Behaviour within National
Parks, both of which have become a major cause for
concern. The urge to take the perfect shot, at any cost,
is resulting in the complete breakdown of Park Rules.
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Some of the photographers go to the extent of
setting bait, endangering wild animals and other
visitors by speeding to sightings, damaging the
habitat by going ‘off-road’, et al. As an example,
the over-enthusiasm of photographers in
Mannar caused near disaster with their
unethical behaviour almost driving the
flamingoes and other migrant water-birds away.
This was only averted by the timely intervention
of the Society, with the assistance of the Civil
Aviation Authority.

heavily on the Colombo Wetlands and the urgent
need to protect them from encroachment,
pollution, illegal landfills, etc. Members of the
Youth Wing were able to create broader
awareness by engaging with the audience at
these events. In addition, the Society warmly
welcomes its new corporate partners, the Seylan
Bank and LOLC, who have come on board to
provide assistance for the Wild Kids and the
Leopard Conservation Programmes of the
Society.

The WNPS declared February as Wetland Month.
It was marked with a series of activities including
the commencement of the replanting of
mangroves at Anawilundawa. The Wetland Walk
for Kids, and the Public Lecture delivered by
three eminent Professors - Sevvandi Jayakody,
Siril Wijesundera and Sampath Senevirathne were its highlights. The focus on wetlands was
given a very colourful, energetic and enthusiastic
focus when the WNPS partnered Colombo
Fashion Week (CFW). The CFW events and
associated media campaign concentrated

As we prepare for the National New Year’s break,
in the midst of the unfolding of historical events
in our country, our hope is that our future
policymakers will display more concern for, and
adopt a diligent approach to, conserving our
fauna and flora. This will be by embracing more
scientific and sustainable methodologies in
implementing this country’s development plans,
without
compromising
its
wildlife
and
environment.
President
Spencer Manuelpillai

Few more images from CFW

02

JUNGLE TELEGRAPH | VOL 11

YOUTH WING UPDATE
The Youth Wing has successfully entered its usual
routine in the year 2022. Unlike in 2020 and 2021, we
have finally decided to conduct physical programs for
the schools in the country. Putting the plan into action
on the 19th and the 20th January, Youth Wing has
successfully conducted four programs in the schools in
Galgamuwa and Wilpattu. Accordingly, we have spent
two days with the vibrant youth from Giribawa Maha
Vidyalaya, Gampola Junior School, Horuwila Vidyalaya
and Vidyartha Vidyalaya. These sessions explored
areas from island biodiversity to some of the pressing
environmental issues we have such as the HumanElephant Conflict. We have also introduced our toolkits
to the schools along with a tri-lingual publication on
“Your Environmental Rights and Responsibilities''.
The Youth Wing is proud to announce that the long-awaited children’s storybook “Finding the Mighty
Little Girl in the Land of Machines” is now available for you to purchase. We have successfully
launched the book at Horuwila Vidyalaya, Wilpattu, followed by a fun, interactive reading session. The
proceedings of this book will be supporting the conservation efforts carried out by the society.
The WNPS declared the month of February in the name of Wetland Conservation. To celebrate the
wetlands around us, the Youth Wing and the Young Zoologists Association of Sri Lanka have
collaborated with the Green Isle Project team of the WNPS to clean their project site in Attidiya. On
the 12th of February, with around 30 volunteers, we completed the clean-up program successfully.

Follow our social media handles
today!
FB:
https://www.facebook.com/WNPSSLYO
UTH/
Instagram:
https://www.instagram.com/youthwin
gwnps/
Tiktok:
https://www.tiktok.com/@youthwingw
nps
Write to us: youthwing@wnpssl.org
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Expanding our skills workshop series, on the 12th February
we conducted a Tamil lecture on the topic of the “Vanni
Forest and the A9 Road” which was conducted by Dr S.
Wijeyamohan. This workshop is now available for you to
watch on our Fb page (https://fb.watch/bi1TvqZg2H/).
Apart from these events, Youth Wing has continued with its
informative social media campaigns, especially introducing
a new series named “Cries of the Wild” featuring the
ongoing environmental issues in the country. In February,
we have spotlighted the importance of wetlands in our
‘What The Fact (WTF) Wednesdays’ and “Friday Trivia’ series.
The Youth Wing is excited to be back on the road. More
exciting series are on your way, including the upcoming
‘Conservation File’ event and many other social media
campaigns. Stay tuned!
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Reading of the publication 'Finding the Mighty Little Girl in the Land of Machines' at the Horuwila Vidyalaya

Have you read our
latest Loris & Warana?
Click the covers to read our latest issues!
wnpssl.org/publications

DONATE
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We need your support.
All donations to the Society assist in our conservation
efforts. Click the link and donate today.
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HEC - LRS UPDATE

LRS installed at Wilachchiya Site

The first quarter of 2022 has been a busy period for the HEC team working on the
rollout of the light repel system (LRS). New sites were setup in Wilachchiya (2) and
Thammannama as well as our first site in the eastern province at Chenkaladi. The data
gathering portion of the study has now commenced at these new sites as well.
Data gathered so far continues to be positive with the number of break-ins reducing
significantly when the LRS is powered on and operating as it should. The figures have
been compared with the results gathered from control sites in the area. Encouragingly,
elephants have been seen at our locations through most of this period and have
stayed outside the properties that are protected by the LRS.
Our challenge continues to be the very people whose properties and livelihoods we
are trying to protect. Despite the LRS showing encouraging results, it is a challenge to
get the farmers to be proactive in maintaining the system. We are trying to improve
this by keeping them engaged via constant contact. Each site is visited at least once a
month and the team is in contact with each site twice a week via telephone. The
Galgamuwa site is still the best maintained and results that we have seen are a
testament to the maintenance work carried out by the farmer.
We are currently in the process of preparing to install the LRS at new sites in the Bibile
area. The price of the individual components has increased due to the current
exchange rates but we are trying to tweak the system to make it more efficient from a
price and power consumption perspective.
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We are also offering interested sponsors the opportunity to send their teams out in
the field to actually work with the team and setup the LRS at a site. This will give us the
opportunity to educate your team on the human elephant conflict and give them some
hands on experience in the fight to mitigate it. If this is something you would be
interested in taking up, please contact us via admin@wnpssl.org J U N G L E T E L E G R A P H | V O L
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THE ENVIRONMENTAL
MESSENGER

The Society in partnership with the Morning newspaper launched the weekly column titled "The
Environmental Messenger" addressing multiple environmental issues through contribution from a
pool of experts from respective areas of specialty. Below are some of the recent articles.
CROWDING OUT THE WILDLIFE: Controlling Visitation in Yala - Rohan Wijesinha https://bit.ly/3zS6doi
A glaring loophole in the laws of conservation - Rohan Wijesinha https://bit.ly/3rvEVjF
Ethical Wildlife photography - Vihangi de Mel https://bit.ly/3fTDAOj
BEACH CLEANING: DOES IT REDUCE OCEAN POLLUTION? - Dr Malik Fernando https://bit.ly/3IUCgqV
To keep the pink flush of Mannar – Alive - Prof Sampath Seneviratne https://bit.ly/3uE9qaA
Santuary_A plea for the conservation of unregulated spaces - Anura Gunasekera https://bit.ly/3p0iXF8
THE GARBAGE DUMPS OF SRI LANKA: The best places to see Wild Elephants? - Rohan Wijesinha
https://bit.ly/3s7WIiw
Yala was a scary place. It should have stayed that way - Surein de S. Wijeyeratne https://bit.ly/3K8Ffg9
Conservation and Science Why our Youth should know the truth - Ashinsa de Silva Wijeyeratne
https://bit.ly/3Kux7GZ
Blah blah blah. Youth, the last hope for the planet? - Zaineb Akberally https://bit.ly/3Jgn8og
Understanding Leopards living in Human Dominated Landscapes - Rukshan Jayewardene
https://bit.ly/3tIQmXE
Sri Lankan Wild Life- a Brand Propsition? - Srilal Miththapala https://bit.ly/3uUnQlt
PLANTATION MONO-CULTURE AND BIO-DIVERSITY HISTORY, IMPACT AND CONSEQUENCES - Anura
Gunasekera https://bit.ly/3NSFbDN
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UPDATES FROM THE HEMAS
ENDEMIC SPECIES CONSERVATION
PROJECT
Public Awareness through Sign Boards
In collaboration with Galle Conservation Society, we are planning to put up two sign boards to
inform the public about our endemic species lives in that region or that particular location
The first sign board on Poppy's Shrub Frog
(Pseudophilautus poppiae) which is an endemic
frog species under the family Rhacophoridae and
will be placed in Eastern Sinharaja. This species is
threatened by habitat loss.
The second sign board on Jonklaas's Loach or the
Spotted Loach (Lepidocephalichthys jonklaasi)
which is an endemic freshwater species and will
be placed in the Kottawa area. This species is
restricted to the wet zone of the country.

Clean-up program in Kurukkulmadam Bird Sanctuary
We have conducted a clean-up program in
Kurukkulmadam Bird Sanctuary located in Manmunai
region of Batticaloa District. This bird sanctuary has a
lot of bird life in and around the area and there are few
endemic bird species used to live in the east coast
which we focused on here, the Sri Lanka Wood shrike
(Tephrodornis affinis). Through this project we wanted
to enhance their nesting and breeding areas not only
for this particular bird species but also other bird
species.
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We have managed to collaborate with Manmunai South Eruvil Pattu Pradeshiya Sabha as they have
promised to take the responsibility to manage the garbage collected at the end of the project.

Tree planting to preserve ‘Rath/Ran Dothalu’ – an Endangered & Endemic plant
species to Sri Lanka
We have decided to increase the population of
‘Ran Dothalu’(Loxococcus rupicola) plant species
which is an endangered plant species according
to the last Red List data and it is protected by
the FFPO. We have already started plant
nurseries
in
Sooriyakanda,
Baduraliya,
Manikyawatta and Kalugala areas. Very recently
we have started to plant the saplings in the field.

Tree planting to enhance the habitat of ‘Red Slender Loris’, ‘Hump-nosed lizard’
and ‘Cherry Barb’
These 3 projects are being planned to conduct in
collaboration
with
‘Runakanda
Rainforest
Conservation Center’. Main purpose is to
enhance the habitat through building a
continuous canopy for the ‘Red Slender Loris’
(Loris tardigradus); sufficient forest density to
'Hump-nosed Lizard’ (Lyriocephalus scutatus) and
shady environment for the ‘Cherry Barb’ (Puntius
Titteya). These days we are working on removing
invasive plant species like Bamboo, Alastonia,
Katakalu Bowitiya from the field and gathering
saplings of endemic plant species like Hora,
Thelen, Kekuna, Wal-del, Atamba, Hadawaka,
Bata-domba, Alu-bo, Walu-keena and Dombakeena to plant in the field. Also, we will be
planting ‘Diya-na’ along the water stream nearby
to provide a shady environment to freshwater
species.
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WNPS Educational Nature Walk
Gannoruwa Forest Reserve
23rd January 2022

·
·

Organized by: Ms. Chathurika Senanayake - Kandy District Representative
Resource Person: Mr. Pradeep Samarawickrama-Researcher & Conservationist
·
No. of Participants: 10 participants

About
Gannoruwa Forest Reserve is one of the remaining remnant
forest ecosystems in the Kandy district, found closer to the
world-famous Royal Botanical Garden of Peradeniya. In
addition to ecological value of this forest reserve, it bears
historical and cultural importance being located in the area
where the famous Gannoruwa battle has taken place
victoriously defeating a Portuguese army led by Diogo de
Melo de Castro by Sinhalese King’s army in 1638. Historical
and biogeographical evidence support the fact that
Gannoruwa forest had been connected to other remnant
forests in the region, namely, Udawatta Kele, Hanthana
Mountain Range, Waakarawaththa Forest, and Bahirawa
Kanda Mountain forming a continuous range of forest.

Resource person explaining details in the
site

Itinerary
7:00 – Introduction to the nature walk and safety advice by
the resource person
8:30 – Breakfast
12:15 – Destination of the trail
3:00 – Finished the nature walk
3:15 – Tea & Snacks from the temple
3:30 – Lecture by the resource person about biodiversity of
the Gannoruwa FR and its importance
4:00 – Introductory session to WNPS by Ashan
4:20 – End of the session
09
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MARINE COMMITTEE UPDATE

ACEELRATED NATURAL
REGENRATION OF MANGROVES
Work on the Accelerated Natural
Mangrove
Regeneration
Project
in
Anawinlundawa has made significant
progress thanks to the dedicated
scientific team under the guidance of
Prof Sevvandi Jayakody.
A
Nursery
of
5000
plants
was
established after the assimilation of
seedlings of surrounding mangrove
species that have fallen to the ground.
These
were
collected
by
active
participation of the village community.
The
WNPS
commemorated
World
Wetland day with an event that involved
transferring some of the plants from the
nurseries to the blocks where the
mangrove regeneration will take place.
More
importantly,
some
farmers
engaged with prawn farming in the
10

surrounding areas also participated in this
exercise. This was very encouraging, as one
of the main objectives of the project is to
ensure
that
livelihoods
of
adjacent
communities are enhanced by mangrove
ecosystems. Young mangroves were planted
along the waterways surrounding the prawn
farms. A team from Hema’s Consumer
brands, a key sponsor of this project and
officials
from
the
DWC
and
WNPS
participated in this event.
A complex contour mapping exercise to
ensure that the optimum requirements of
water are supplied to the blocks from the
Dutch canal is currently being conducted by
the Sri Lanka Navy, who are extending an
invaluable service t this project. The WNPS
wishes to convey it gratitude to the Sri
Lanka Navy for stepping in to ensure that
this crucial part of the project is carried out
in a professional manner,
The other sponsors contributing significantly
to the scientific activity of the project are
Lanka Environment Fund and Hayley’s
Advantis.
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WNPS Public Lecture CONSERVATION OF SHIPWRECKS
The main WNPS public monthly lecture
for Jan22 was on the conservation of
Shipwrecks and the vital importance of
conservation these ecosystems around
ship wrecks.

This lecture was organized in collaboration with the Sub Aqua club to educate stakeholders such as
fishing communities and dive centers around the island on the importance shipwrecks on their
livelihoods. It was a first time the lecture was conducted in two languages, Sinhala and English.
Mr Dharshana Jayawardene, Technical Diver, Cave diver and Underwater Explorer, Rasika
Muthukumarana Director Marine Archeology Unit Central Cultural Fund, Arjan Rajasuriya -Coral
Ecologist, IUCN Marine Program, Chatu Munasinghe, Marine Biologist and Lecturer Dept of Zoology,
faculty of Science University of Peradeniya delivered excellent insights into the scientific and economic
aspects of Shipwrecks.

Missed a lecture?
Not to worry, we have you covered!
Our lectures are now available online.
wnpssl.org/events/lectures/
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WILD KIDS GO OUT TO
THE WETLANDS
AGAIN!
The air was crisp, the ground was soft and the Wetland was lush, after the rains from the
night before. It was a perfect day for over 60 Wetland Warriors to explore, study and immerse
in this amazingly diverse ecosystem on a Guided Wetland Walk with the Wild Kids of WNPS.

Official Newsletter of the Pertweeville Town Parish

On Sunday, the 13th of February 2022, Diyasaru Park was a flurry of activity as children between 5 12 years gathered in their Wetland best for the Wildlife and Nature Protection Society (WNPS)’s
annual Wetland Walk to celebrate World Wetland Day which was celebrated on the 2nd of February
2022.
After registration was complete, the children, parents, and members of the WNPS gathered at the
Information Centre for a quick brief by Zoologists from the University of Colombo who were going to
lead the walks for a quick introduction to ‘What makes a Wetland’ and the essential set of dos and
don’t whilst trailing through Diya Saru Park. Armed with their sheets of Wetland Sightings and tons
of enthusiasm, it was time to start walking!
Diaysaru Park is a 60 acre Wetland in the middle of the Kotte City, made up of lots of little water
bodies, swampy patches, marshlands and grasslands. It is a home and a nesting ground to birds,
amphibians, fish, reptiles, dragonflies, butterflies and mammals like the elusive Fishing Cats and
Otters that love to live between land and water habitats. The early morning Wetlands Walk was
perfect to observe the wild life living inside the Wetland.

PAGE 01
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Swish’, a huge Water Monitor made its way into the water for an early swim while a few meters
away a bunch of Lesser Whistling Ducks floated silently on the pond’s surface. A little black head
bobbed underwater….was it an Otter or a Little Cormorant? There were hundreds of questions
along the walk which were beautifully explained and put into perspective by the Zoologists who
led every group through the Wetlands and were fantastic at teaching how to spot the more
secretive and cool natural moments to the young Wetland Warriors.
After almost 2 hours of walking, exploring, learning and trekking everyone gathered back at the
Information Centre for a quick snack and a pow wow to compare sightings and stories from their
walks. What a fun morning it had been!
The WNPS is thankful to Seylan Bank for their partnership in making the 2022 Wetland Walk a
success, the young Zoologists from the University of Colombo for their guidance and expertise to
inspire young minds on the importance of Taking Action for Wetlands and all the parents and
volunteers of WNPS’s Wildkids for their time and effort.
Try to spot these 10 species on your next Wetland Walk:

Official Newsletter of the Pertweeville Town Parish

Purple Swamp Hen- Porphyrio porphyrio
White-breasted Waterhen - Amaurornis phoenicurus
Little Cormorant - Microcarbo niger
Red-wattled Lapwing - Vanellus indicus
Lesser Whistling Duck - Dendrocygna javanica
Jezebel Butterfly - Delias eucharis
Yellow Bittern - Ixobrychus sinensis
Saltwater Crocodile - Crocodylus porosus
Purple-faced leaf monkey -Trachypithecus vetulus
Spot-billed Pelican - Pelecanus philippensis

PAGE 01
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FEATURED NEWS

WNPS Partners LOLC to Establish a Multi-Regional Monitoring System for
the Conservation of the Sri Lankan Leopard
The Sri Lankan leopard (Panthera pardus kotiya) is the largest of the four wild cat species found in
Sri Lanka, and the apex mammalian predator on the island. The sub-species of this charismatic
animal is endemic to Sri Lanka and widely distributed across the island’s dry zones and low
country wet zones with habitats ranging to the cloud forests of the highest elevations in the hill
country. It is believed that there are less than 1000 leopards roaming in the wild within the island.
Further, the leopard is threatened globally by habitat loss and illegal wildlife trade, while in the
human-dominated land-use areas in Sri Lanka, the impacts of habitat loss prevail critically.

Seylan Tikiri supports ‘Wild Kids’ Signs
partnership with WNPS as Banking
Partner
Seylan Bank has announced its partnership with the
Wildlife and Nature Protection Society (WNPS) as official
banking partner to support the ‘Wild Kids’ initiative;
brought forward with the objective of forming an interest
in the environment and highlighting the importance of
conservation among children through education and funfilled activities.

Update: Dung Beetle
Project
The Dung Beetle Project, for which WNPS is sponsoring
the scientific research component, aims to build an
environmental quality model using dung beetles as a
biological indicator. This model will be an important
validation tool to determine the healthiness of tea and
other agricultural landscapes.
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Community Based Mangrove
Restoration in Anawilundawa
Stilted for Success in Partnership
with WNPS, DWC and HEMAS
The Wildlife and Nature Protection Society
(WNPS) in partnership with Hemas Consumer
Brands
and
Department
of
Wildlife
Conservation commemorated World Wetland
Day by planting mangrove seedlings in
degraded areas within Anawilundawa Wetland
Sanctuary in Puttalam, together with the local
community. The planted seedlings were
carefully nurtured and grown to adapt to
conditions within the wetland in Nurseries
within the surrounding mangrove habitats
prior to being planted in the areas that are
now demarcated for regeneration and around
abandoned shrimp farms.

When ignorance is bliss:
Driving Mannar's Birds Away
The Wildlife & Nature Protection Society
(WNPS) is appalled to learn that so-called
birdwatchers from the Capital are visiting
Mannar armed with drones, endangering
the continued stay, and future migration,
to this unique place of these special, rare
and beautiful species of birds. Most are
migrants, some flying in from thousands
of miles away, to feed and breed in the
hitherto haven of Mannar.

FOR MORE VISIT:
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https://www.wnpssl.org/news/
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Nations Trust Bank (NTB) has further cemented their sponsorship with the Society by supporting the
Jungle Telegraph and making them the Society's sole sponsor for all its publications.

