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An image of PLANT property at Deraniyagala

A message from the President

As I pen down a quick message on the train to Jaffna
for the June 2022 Jungle Telegraph, I could not help but
reflect on part of my message of the 2021 Annual
Report.

While 2019 and 2020 were turbulent years in Sri Lanka,
2021 was infinitely worse. We experienced
unprecedented environmental destruction in Sri Lanka
last year that we have never seen. Deforestation and
the targeted killings of Sri Lanka’s iconic species, the
Leopard and the Elephant, were widespread. In the last
decade, approximately 60 Tuskers across Sri Lanka
have been killed and just in the last 12 years, since
2010, more than 3,300 elephants have been
exterminated due to human actions. As the Human
Elephant Conflict (HEC) report will illustrate, the rapid
escalation of elephant deaths in the last 5 years, unless
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halted, will result in the extinction of this
magnificent species, a species that plays a vital
role in Sri Lanka’s astounding bio-diversity. The
last two years have seen more than 20 leopard
deaths, predominantly in the hill country, mostly
by snares and human intervention. Again, the
ecological impact of the deaths of this umbrella
species to our bio-diversity is shattering.
Sri Lanka is one of the 34 biodiversity hotspots
identified in the world and has the highest
biodiversity per unit area of land amongst Asian
countries (International Policy Studies). The wet
zone rainforests are home to nearly all of the
country’s woody endemic plants, and about 75%
of its endemic animals.
In recent times, the Society has accomplished
the following major achievements in the last
year, achievements that will undoubtedly
generate positive impacts on the conservation
front in the future
·Establishing Preserving Land and Nature Trust
(PLANT) as a guarantee company under the
Society to save our forests and high bio-diversity
land areas
·Restoring Sri Lanka’s rainforest areas through
WNPS Field Trip Calendar substantive ecological research under the
project (ROAR)
·Commencing a national research project on the
understanding of the behavior and the
distribution of one of Sri Lanka’s iconic species,
the Panthera Pardus Kotiya

August 1st in collaboration with the Department
of Wildlife Conservation.
The above achievements only mean that as a
Society, we have grown in the last 7 years and our
office has grown exponentially from 5 full time
employees to the present number of 17. This
number reflects the work we are involved in to
make a difference to conservation in the country.
The historic and landmark achievement of PLANT
to contribute and build momentum to preserve
the forests we have and secure the single largest
donor funding in our society history of USD
132,000 epitomizes the Committee’s passion and
effort to make some of the wrongs – RIGHT.
As the President, I cannot be prouder to lead a
team with great diversity, but with one thought in
mind – save our environment and our wildlife.
From scholars, to corporate leaders, to
marketeers,
administrative
experts,
to
Conservationists, it does take such a diverse
group of people to successfully run a
conservation organization. Along with the plan of
being more gender balanced and to provide the
youth the opportunity to express themselves, this
Committee will strive to consolidate our
operations in 2022, whilst concentrating on key
factors to enhance the conservation footprint in
July
-December 2022
the country.
I WISH ALL OF US THE BEST OF LUCK IN OUR
ENDEAVOR TO DO SO!!
President
Jehan CanagaRetna

·Deploying a light system called the Light Repel
System (LRS) invented by a Brigadier-General in
the Sri Lanka Army to mitigate Human Elephant
Conflict
·Regenerating 40 hectares of a mangrove
ecosystem at Anawilundawa, which had been
destroyed by prawn farming and setting the
stage to restore this severely depleted
mangrove ecosystem.
·Establishing the Sri Lanka “Leopard Day” of
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WILD KIDS Colorful

Our WNPS Wild Kids along with Fox Resorts Jaffna conducted an Art Competition and
workshop entitled “ Nature through Art” for 25 school children in the Jaffna region.
The Fox Resort-Jaffna provided all the resources for the event. The kids were
provided with a morning snack on arrival and then taken on a tour around the hotel
and given an opportunity to see some valuable painting replicas of renown artists of
yesteryear. Thereafter they were hosted to a scrumptious meal at the premises.

Seylan Tikiri, the main sponsor for Wild Kids,
generously provided exciting gifts to be
distributed among the participants. The Regional
Manager Mr. Nirmalan and the Assistant Branch
Manager Mr. Kamalanathan represented Seylan
Bank at this event.
WNPS
Vavuniya
and
Jaffna
District
Representatives,
Mr.
Keethanaram
Thanabalasingam and Mrs. Piratheepa Sivakumar
helped us immensely in organising the event. The
event was facilitated by a local student group
called Sirakukal. Shakthi TV provided media
coverage and the clip was telecast on Shakthi TV
news as well.
WNPS Wild Kids, this event was quite significant
as it was the first time one of our kids events was
was organized in the Northern Region. We hope
to carry out similar events in other parts of the
country in the future.
03
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BACK TO SCHOOL WITH
YOUTH
WING
Continuing with promoting environmental education across the
island…

The past couple of months were quite exciting for the
Youth Wing. We have successfully restarted our
‘Education for Conservation’ program despite the current
situation and continued to inspire next generation of
environmental custodians of our country. We have
conducted programs in four schools in Wasgamuwa on
the 21st of and 22nd of April, engaging with more than
300 students.
To celebrate World Environment Day and World Ocean
Day, we conducted a week-long school awareness
program series at Anawilundawa from the 6th to the
10th of June. We have selected 10 schools located in the
proximity of Anawilundawa International Ramsar
Wetland Sanctuary for this program series. Curating our
programs to highlight the importance of protecting our
mangrove and wetland ecosystems, we have also
spotlighted the ongoing mangrove restoration work
carried out by the WNPS Marine Subcommittee. This
week-long program series has allowed us to connect with
more than 1000 students from the area. So far in 2022,
we have educated more than 2000 students across the
island on the importance of protecting our ecosystems,
fauna and flora. We would like to thank NDB for their
continuous support in this venture.
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Reminders
More school programs will be
taking place after the 15th of
June, broadening the school
community we work with. We
are planning to conduct more
school programs in Matara
and Mannar in the coming
months. Endorsed by the
Ministry of Education, Youth
Wing’s
‘Education
for
Conservation’ Program has
worked with nearly 80
schools around the country
and by far has reached more
than 10,000 students.
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Congratulations are in order to our immediate past Chair, Ms Zaineb Akbarally who is one of
the newly appointed Vice Presidents of the society. Her guidance led the Youth Wing to grow
as one of the most successful youth led initiatives in the country, working towards
environmental conservation. We would also like to congratulate and welcome our new
chairperson, Mr Keshan Perera, who we believe to have the passion and enthusiasm to make
the future of the Youth Wing even brighter.
We are excited about the coming months. Youth Wing has more programs, events and social
media campaigns planned and we invite you to follow our journey through our social media.
More exciting things are on your way! Stay tuned!

Have you read our
latest Loris & Warana?
Click the covers to read our latest issues!
wnpssl.org/publications

DONATE
05

We need your support.
All donations to the Society assist in our conservation
efforts. Click the link and donate today.
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NEW VISITORS AT GREEN ISLE

In January a floral audit was conducted
by a team led by Dr. Iroja Kaldera from
the Department of Plant Sciences,
University of Colombo. Plant species on
the site were identified and growth
measurement of previously planted
saplings were recorded to be catalogued
for comparison.
In celebration of the world wetlands’ day
a site cleanup was carried out on the
12th of February with the aid of the
Young Zoologists Association, Ranger’s
Office
of
Department
of
Wildlife
Conservation (DWC), Members of the
Youth wing of the WNPS, students of the
University
of
Sabaragamuwa
and
members of the Animal Rehabilitation
Center of the DWC. We are grateful to
CleanTech of Abans for removal of the
collected plastic, glass and other
materials.

enthusiastic
scouts
of
Nalanda
College, Colombo planted Etamba,
Atha, Heraliya, Jambu, Gadu Guda,
Rambutan etc.
The routine tree planting was on hold
for a few months and recommenced
after the rains In May. Forty-nine
types of plant species including Jack,
Kiripalu, Anoda (Sour Sap), Uguressa,
Dam, Madatiya were planted during
this month. Sixty-nine species of
saplings were added to the nursery
and will be cared for until they reach
more than 2ft in height, to make it
healthy and suitable to be introduced
to the ground.
Slowly but surely, the invasive species
are being replaced with native
vegetation.

Water quality plays a huge role in the
quality of riparian vegetation and aquatic
life. The month of March was mostly
dedicated for testing water quality of the
canal and experimental planting of
mangrove palm. Programme of young
06
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Leopard Awareness programs through
Wild Cat
The leopard awareness and education program is organized
by Rainforest Alliance under the Unilever fund and
conducted by the Wildlife and Nature Protection Society
(WNPS).
Around 300 people attended the first round of awareness
programs, which were held on June15th and 16th at the
estates of Rogbill, Ingestree, Battalgala, Invery, Annfield, and
Fordyce of Kelani Valley Plantations. And the second set of
programs was conducted on 21st and 22nd of June including
around 200 participants from Alton, Fairlawn, Gouravila,
Tilcourty, Eildonhold, Mahanelu and Stockholm estates
under Horana Plantations. For the third set of programs
were conducted on 29th and 30th of June including around
150 participants from Calsay, Clarendon and Dessford under
Thalawakelle plantation. A total of 16 estates were covered
in the month of June 2022.

WNPS Field Trip Calendar July - Dec 2022
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THE ENVIRONMENTAL
MESSENGER
Click on the image to read the full article

The Society in partnership with the Morning newspaper launched the weekly column titled "The
Environmental Messenger" addressing multiple environmental issues through contribution from a
pool of experts from respective areas of specialty.

08
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HELPING HAND WITH HEMAS TO
PROTECT ENDEMICS
Canopy Bridge over the Sigiriya-Inamaluwa main road to support one aspect of
protecting the 'Purple-faced leaf monkey
The project aimed to protect the 'Purple-Faced
Leaf Monkey (Semnopithecus vetulus) from
becoming roadkill. It was finalized with the help of
the Department of Wildlife Conservation (DWC) in
Sigiriya. The structure was established very close
to the range office after considering their
recommendations to find the most suitable
location to set it up. Our Matale District
Representative,
Mr.
Thusitha
Weerasinghe
organized this Program.

Community Awareness Program to protect the 'Ivory ornamental tarantula

The project was conducted in Gannoruwa-Kandy to
protect the 'Ivory Ornamental Tarantula (Poecilotheria
subfusca) from people. Not knowing this harmless
creature is not a danger to them, people react to its
scary appearance and tended to harm and even kill
them.
Mr.
Pradeep
Samarawickrama,
an
environmentalist from the area explained about
these spider species to the villagers through a
presentation with a lot of information. Our Kandy
District Representative, Ms. Chathurika Senanayake
organized this event.
09
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TAKING CARE OF MARINE
HABITATS

REGENERATING MANGROVES

Work
on
the
Accelerated
Natural
Mangrove
Regeneration
Project
in
Anawilundawa continues to progress
under the Guidance of Prof Sevvandi
Jayakody, Head of the National Mangrove
Expert Committee and member of the
Mangrove Task Force Expert Committee.
The projects is currently funded by
Hema’s
Manufacturing
PLC,
Lanka
Environment Find (LEF) and Hayley’s
Advantis.

A well planned hydrology network is a
critical requirement to ensure that the
right quantity of water from the main
water body, the Dutch Canal, on the
Western Perimeter of the site is fed to
each plot. The amount of water is
determined by the type of Mangrove
species in a particular block. The Sri
Lanka Navy’s Hydrology unit headed by
Capt. Bandera and his team spent over a
month at site surveying and mapping the
contours of plots and the depths of the
10

waterways. This detailed contour map,
which will be used as the guide for the
planning of the hydrology of the project was
Presented to the Department of Wildlife
Conservation and other main stake holders,
the WNPS, Ministry of Forests and the
University of Wayamba, by Sri Lanka Navy’s
Chief Hydrographer and Chief of Staff of the
Sri Lanka Navy Rear Admiral Y. N.
Jayarathna. We are very grateful to the Sri
Lanka Navy for coming forward to carry out
this critical activity for the project.
The scientific work at the site is headed by
Thilina Kumarasiri of the WNPS and ably
assisted by Piyal Bhuddika Upananda,
Assistant Ranger DWC and Ashan Jayathilaka
of the University of Wayamba has shown
excellent progress. A nursery for 5000
Rhizophora
Mucronata
plants
were
successfully maintained and behavioral
changes of the plants observed and
recorded. An experiment was conducted to
establish a proper germination process for
the species Aegiceras Corniculatum. This
yielded successful results. In another key
development,
new
additions
to
the
mangrove map were made, the species Nipa
Fruticans and Scyphiphora Hydroplyllacea
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which were not recorded earlier were added to the list of
True Mangrove Species recorded at Anawilndawa.
Work has also begun on setting up of the site Research
and Development laboratory after completion of the
design by the WNPS, and Hayley’s Advantis teams.
Hayley’s Advantis have provided the pre- fabricated
structure to house the laboratory and the office on the
site. The WNPS is looking for sponsors and generous
donors for the lab and office furniture.
The Lanka Environmental Fund sponsored the purchase
of critical equipment, 2 Multi Parameters, 2 soil
thermometers which will be used to measure all critical
soil and water quality parameters within the restoration
area

Demonstration session on Lab
equipment

MT LAVINIA ROCKY SHORE –
STUDY
The study to document the
recolonization of the rocky shore
by biota following the burial of
the rocks by sand during the
Beach Nourishment Project of
the
Coast
Conservation
Department in 2020 continues
under the able guidance of Dr.
Malik Fernando. A team of
Undergraduate
students
mentored
by
Medisha
Gunawardena, (Senior lecturer
at
Horizon
Campus)
also
participated
in
the
very
interesting work. The goals of
this study is as follows.

Contour Map created by SL Navy
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Document algae colonisation
with respect to species and
abundance with time and
monsoon activity.
Document
mollusc
recolonisation with respect to
species & abundance with
time & monsoon activity.
Document re-colonisation by
other biota (e. g. crabs,
chitons,
sea
anemones,
barnacles etc.) with respect
to species & abundance with
time & monsoon activity.
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It is unfortunate that the current events have
prevented the team from visiting the site as
often as was planned.
Dr. Jagath Gunawardena commenced a study
on the behavioral patterns of Migratory Birds in
the rocky shore which also drew much interest
from the students.

RESPONDING
DISASTER

TO

THE

X-PRESS

PEARL

Contributing to the task of assessing the
damage to the marine ecosystem by the XPress Pearl disaster, the WNPS Marine

Committee successfully concluded a Citizen
Science project to assess nurdle distribution
washed ashore post the incident. A study was
conducted by Thilini Dilrukshi of the University
of Wayamba in collaboration with the WNPS,
under the guidance of Prof. Sevvandi Jayakody to
assess the impact of marine debris and plastic
pollution post the disaster. We are happy to note
that an abstract of the paper has been accepted
at the 7lMDC (7th International Marine Debris
Conference), a conference organized by an
Executive Committee comprised of the Ministry
of Oceans and Fisheries of the Republic of Korea
(MOF) and the United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP), with the organizational
support of  the Korea Marine Environment
Management Corporation (KOEM), and the
technical support of U.S. National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).

Missed a lecture?
Not to worry, we have you covered!
Our lectures are now available online.
wnpssl.org/events/lectures/
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FEATURED NEWS

The Himalayan Crossing of Sherpa
Tenzing – a Brown-headed Gull
(Chroicocephalus brunnicephalus)
from Sri Lanka

FOGSL, University of Colombo unravels the mysterious migratory journeys of enigmatic
waterbirds of Sri Lanka – Part 03: The Himalayan Crossing of Brown-headed Gulls
(Chroicocephalus brunnicephalus) - 2022

WNPS ACQUIRES SENSITIVE LANDS FOR
CONSERVATION
In another dynamic move that augurs well for
local conservation, Sri Lanka’s largest and most
active conservation movement, the Wildlife and
Nature Protection Society (WNPS) recently
completed acquisition of three parcels of
adjoining lands in the ecologically sensitive Peak
Wilderness area off Erathna.
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Nations Trust Bank (NTB) has further cemented their sponsorship with the Society by supporting the
Jungle Telegraph and making them the Society's sole sponsor for all its publications.
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