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Last August, I asked if Corona was impacting our mental capacities,
considering the damage we had unleashed in Sri Lanka. Today, the
fact that we have gone raving mad is not in contention. Most of the
enlightened world has begun moving out from an era of disastrous
environmental damage, into one where Nature is held precious and
countries are becoming conscious of protecting what remains to be
saved. The Environmental preservation and Green trends are the
order of these decades even at this late stage. But not in Sri Lanka.
Rather than protecting and nurturing Lanka to greater heights, with a
mindset of being a “servant of the people”, or an Environmentally
conscious Sri Lankan, some believe they are entitled to destroy
everything of beauty or value, so that they, and their extended
cohorts, could plunder like no tomorrow. Actions continue with
Impunity, with no consequences anticipated, and we too have failed
miserably as the Public, by not holding them more accountable.
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Right before us we see the Rape of Ms. Sri Lanka in
its ugliest form. If she was being abused in the past,
every little sacred part of her is now being violated. Her
holiest shrines and innermost parts of Sinharaja,
Muthurajawela,
Yala,
Wilpattu,
Anivilundawa,
Dahaiyagala, the flood plains (the list is endless) have
been entered and violated, despite the Legal protection
they were under (not to mention the protection that
many different Authorities like the Wildlife and Forest
Depts, Courts and the Police are supposed to provide
her). Her body is being abused, clothing removed and
exposed naked in the form of massive removal of Forest
cover, using the excuse of “Developmental and People
needs” for which “Other State Forests” and already
Gazetted Sanctuaries are needed. She is then being
paraded along the streets of “ Paradise” like a prostitute
being punished, using the needs of poor Farmers,
Traditional lifestyle practices, the Developmental needs
for self-sufficiency etc as justification, coupled with
twisted interpretations of the Law, or that lazy laid back
execution pace of our Laws, to suit the untouchables
and those with powerful Financial Interests. The most
recent shock was the skin graft she needs to give to
create two gaping gashes in Sinharaja for retaining
water in the form of man-made lakes.

Do some people not realize that it is their nakedness
that is being exposed and that their wealth is tainted?
But then again, some may not really mind that. They are
now judge, jury and executor, and in this case, Ms. Sri
Lanka is being killed through a very public execution.
The future modus operandi might be to issue Guns to
every farmer who can shoot her as he pleases. The
Media and Environmentalists have all screamed blue
murder and Ecocide. Not a day goes by without a new
Crime being committed in this sphere, and we are
choosing to list elsewhere, just a sample of article
weblinks for anyone interest in the magnitude of the
damage. But the juggernaut goes on and we simply see
a few weak statements of intent to curb this “so called’
trend. For a leadership to whom we are eternally
indebted (having freed this entire country of the ravages
of terrorism effectively), grappling and controlling this
Eco Terrorism is a simple task – provided there is a
desire and a will to do so. We need those truly
nationalistic sentiments to support our environmental
stability as well. We still believe that this change can
come about from within those in power, and we want to
live in hope.
The WNPS through the great work of our Youth Wing,
took a heavy blow in our efforts to protect Ms. Sri Lanka,
when our massive mural planned for display on Climate
Day was brought down unceremoniously. But like a
phoenix rising from the ashes, the mural became the
very symbol of hope and carried the message far and
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wide on a previously unimaginable scale. Today, we can
only get on our knees and beg the state, all leaders and
other key actors to please come to their senses and stop
this madness. The need for greater food, water and
industrial output must, and can, readily be addressed.
Currently, the Agricultural productivity per acre in Sri
Lanka is quite low. Providing good machinery and
technology can help boost that output significantly, to
give double the output from the same land. The poor
Farmer is “Still Poor” after over 70 years of Sri Lankans
managing our country (don’t we love to still blame the
white man). A more efficient Agricultural storage and
distribution network with state intervention can easily
increase the price paid to the Farmer, while keeping the
consumer price stable. There are vast blocks of wasted
land which were previously cultivated and abandoned,
which can first be systematically identified, and then
released for better usage, rather than release all
protected forest areas and then let the illegal landgrab
begin. Initiatives to protect Rivers will not fulfill their
purpose without the trees which feed the water into
them. Our focus on Industry should be for higher end
value adding production, and no longer for large land
intensive industries which play at the lower end of the
value chain. The list of solutions is endless, and indeed
affordable and executable, but is anyone willing to listen,
empower and try the alternative?
.
The WNPS has been doing its part, playing a leading role
in
bringing
together
different
groups
of
environmentalists, facilitating Media conferences and
interviews etc, exploring legal actions, lobbying, proving
information and expert opinions, conducting seminars,
doing site inspections, providing resources and more. But
we do feel powerless and frustrated at times. The
broader civil society seems to have chosen to sit this
one out so far. SHAME!! We do not see the Industry
Chambers, leading Business visionaries, Religious groups,
Export or Tourism Associations and other Economically
powerful bodies battling adequately on behalf of Ms. Sri
Lanka and adding their voice of concern against this
lasting damage. Unless this moves from “Media and
Environmental voices” to a grand cacophony of
“Economic and Social voices”, the odds are slim that
the tide will be turned. We can only hope that
enlightenment and courage will descend upon broader
Sri Lanka and we pray for a miracle even at this late
stage. Ms. Sri Lanka is too pretty and precious to be
disfigured and destroyed in this manner, so we will
continue to oppose these moves as we have proudly
done for over a century. We do see however some winds
of change in the air- Let it not be too late to become the
Storm which is needed, while we hope it will blow in the
right direction!!
Sriyan de Silva Wijeyeratne
President, WNPS
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Articles or News Clipping Links on Recent Environmental
Issues
https://www.hirunews.lk/english/266273/statementfrom-minister-chamal-regarding-construction-insinharaja-reserve-video
.https://www.timesonline.lk/news-online/Authoritiesremove-Stop-Ecocide-mural-ahead-of-protest/21132647
https://www.newsfirst.lk/2021/03/19/ecocide-mural-atviharamahadevi-park-taken-down/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r3pVtZbv718
http://www.sundaytimes.lk/200628/news/uniquevidattaltivu-under-threat-407614.html
http://www.sundaytimes.lk/111002/News/nws_012.html
http://www.dailymirror.lk/print/front_page/Anawilunda
wa-Sanctuary-bulldozed-by-encroachers/238-194731
https://www.themorning.lk/anawilundawa-wetlanddestruction-ministers-brother-granted-bail/
http://www.sundaytimes.lk/210110/news/outrage-overplan-to-plant-a-golf-resort-in-treasured-muthurajawela427763.html
http://www.dailymirror.lk/expose/AGRICULTURALCOMPANY-ALLEGEDLY-ENCROACHES-ON-FORESTLANDS/333-157328
https://www.hirunews.lk/english/253145/mangroveecosystem-destroyed-near-nedanagar-lagoon-inmuttur-video

http://www.dailymirror.lk/news-features/When-poorelephants-cant-fathom-political-thinking/131-205161
https://www.newsfirst.lk/2021/03/01/concerns-mountover-clearing-lands-in-rambakan-oya/
https://www.themorning.lk/residual-forests-decisionangers-activists-cabinet-urged-to-retract-decision/
https://economynext.com/president-ordersresumption-of-road-construction-through-sinharaja73440/
http://www.sundayobserver.lk/2020/08/30/newsfeatures/desecration-anawilundawa
https://www.themorning.lk/pg6-3/
https://www.newsfirst.lk/2021/02/08/environmentalistsoppose-relocating-sole-surviving-crudia-zeylanica-tree/
https://www.themorning.lk/puttalam-kalpitiya-lagoonarea-spotlight-on-mangrove-destruction/
https://www.newsfirst.lk/2020/09/13/land-area-inknuckles-forest-reserve-cleared-unlawfully-forvegetable-cultivation/
https://www.dailynews.lk/2020/12/11/local/235857/slranks-highest-elephant-deaths-reported-country-world%E2%80%93-copa
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/202011/30/c_139553045.htm#:~:text=According%20to%20th
e%20wildlife%20conservation,damage%20to%20its%20i
nternal%20organs.
http://www.ft.lk/opinion/Beach-nourishment-Was-anEnvironmental-Impact-Assessment-done-or-not/14700784

Have you read our
latest Loris & Warana?
Click the covers to read our latest issues!
wnpssl.org/publications

DONATE
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We need your support.
All donations to the Society assist in our conservation
efforts. Click the link and donate today.
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Human Elephant Conflict - The LRS
System

The unprecedented level of deforestation that is
currently being experienced has led to an expected
rise in human–elephant conflict with some serious
consequences. The deforestation around the
Dahaiyagala Sanctuary can be attributed as being a
significant contributing factor to an incident which
led to the unfortunate loss of a farmer’s life.
The WNPS team have continued to work on the Light
Repel System (“LRS”) with the hope of identifying at
least one potential solution to the problem of
human–elephant conflict and is exploring the
possibility of rolling it out to farmers across the
impacted areas. Data has been collected, over a
period of time, from three pilot sites, and the results
look promising.
The site at Ehetuwewa has been monitored from July
2020. Since then, elephants only broke into the site
property on a single occasion, when the farmer had
not turned on the LRS system. Elephants have visited
the area on a regular basis but have not ventured
into the protected properties. However, they have
caused some damage to neighbouring properties
which are not protected by the LRS.
The only instance where an elephant broke through
the LRS was at our site in Mahiyangana. In early
January 2021, a herd of four elephants used
branches to bring down the fence and enter the
property. Fortunately, no damage was caused and
the fence was quickly repaired. No such incidents
have occurred since, although the elephants have
remained in the area.
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Our third pilot site in Uhana has also had a single
break-in during December 2020. In this instance, a
part of the fence was not operational as some of the
lights were not working. Elephants have been in the
area over the last three months but have not
attempted to enter the property when the fence has
been active.
One of the biggest challenges we face is that the
farmers across our pilot sites do not maintain the
LRS. Maintenance requires farmers to take a
proactive approach and walk around the property to
check that the fence is functioning correctly. They
also need to make an effort to ensure that batteries
used for the fence are charged daily. In order to
overcome this issue, the WNPS team is working on
developing a monitoring solution for the LRS. This
will alert the farmer when a part of the fence is not
working and prompt corrective action can be taken
thereafter. Hopefully, this will be a more userfriendly approach which will encourage the farmers
to take on a more involved role in the use and
maintenance of the LRS.
The design for the monitoring solution has been
completed and is currently being reviewed. Once
the design is finalised, the monitoring component
will be incorporated into the existing LRS at our pilot
sites and we will continue to gather performance
data.
In future, we hope to use the monitoring system to
gather data on elephant activity and also to alter the
design of the fence to make it more decentralised,
thereby providing a more robust solution for
farmers in these areas.
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Habitat Enrichment to Combat Loss of Biodiversity
The Green Isle Project
Biodiversity is the biological variety and variability of life on Earth and its life support system. The five
main pressures on biodiversity are Habitat loss and degradation, i.e. the direct conversion of natural
habitats for human uses, Over exploitation of biological resources such as unsustainable harvesting of
wild population for human use, Pollution which is the presence or introduction of a substance which has
harmful or poisonous effects into the environment, Climate change, is the change of climate which is
attributed directly or indirectly to human activity that alters the composition of the global atmosphere
and Invasive alien species defined as plants, animals, pathogens and other organisms that are nonnative to an ecosystem, and which may cause environmental harm and adversely affect human health.
The aim of the Green Isle project is to enrich the habitat so that the loss in biodiversity is minimised. The
project site is located inside the Bellanwila-Attidiya sanctuary which is a populated suburb, therefore
human invasion and exploitation of biological resources are at a minimum. The gradual removal of the
invasive alien species mainly Annona glabra and planting native species is expected to trigger the change
in the ecosystem back to what stood many decades ago. We have planted more than 1000 plants within
the site which are native to the area such as Kumbuk, Mee, Dam, Jack and etc. Sub committee is planning
to conduct a Plant survey on 24th and 25th April with the help of volunteers in order to measure the
succession of the tree planting. All are welcome for the survey!

Installed Light-Repel System
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UPDATE: Youth Wing
The Youth Wing continues to grow and inspire young
people to conserve Sri Lanka's environment, and for the
year 2021, many new young, energetic youth having
joined us. Vibrant and active co-committees for PR,
Members Participation and Conservation are now fully
functional.
For its first skills workshop of the year, the Youth Wing
hosted Benjamin Von Wong, a Canadian artist, activist,
photographer who holds a Guinness world record for
"Strawpocalypse," the largest supported art installation
made from plastic drinking straws. Following up on the
7th of March, the Youth Wing featured Anya Ratnayake,
the founder and primary investigator of the Urban Fishing
Cat Conservation Project, for a workshop where she
engaged viewers on conserving urban wildlife.
The Youth Wing remains hopeful that we will return to
working with schools and communities on the ground in
the second half of this year with the easing of the
pandemic. We are excited about all the upcoming
activities we have planned for the year 2021.
Stay tuned!
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Missed a lecture?

Not to worry, we have you covered!
Our lectures are now available online.
wnpssl.org/events/lectures/
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National Symposium on Human Elephant Conflict
Organized by The Center of Environmental Justice

On behalf of WNPS Hon. General Secretary Jehan CanagaRetna and also the Head of
the HEC sub committee presented our LRS project Abstract at the National Symposium
on Human Elephant Conflict in Sri Lanka which was organized by Center of
Environmental Justice (CEJ) Sri Lanka on 19th March, 2021.

Legal Update

Efforts are currently underway to file an action against
the deforestation that took place in Udawalawa
Dahaiyagala area, that is adjacent to the sanctuary site.
Parties (WNPS & EFL) are endeavoring to file the
Petition in court within the next two months.
The society is engaging as an intervening party to the
case filed in the Magistrates’ Court in Kekirawa, against
the killing of the Revatha tusker. Case will be taken up
again in March 31st 2021.

Proposal and counter proposal by the parties as
well as the interim petitioners were rejected and
also the petitioner were unable to agree with the
proposals. The case was to be taken up for
argument on December 8th 2020, but however,
due to postponements took place because of
Covid 19 restrictions, it was re-fixed for argument
on 11th June 2021.
.

Wilpattu Road Case (SCFR 224/10)
Environmental Foundation Limited (EFL) together with
the WNPS and WPAF (Wilderness and Protected Area
Foundation), instituted this application in public interest
and in objection to the illegal construction of two roads
within the boundaries of the Wilpattu National Park,
which violates the provisions of the FFPO (Fauna and
Flora Protection Ordinance).
The Petitioners position is that such development
would be highly detrimental to the National Park and
should not be permitted under the terms of the Fauna
and Flora Protection Ordinance. However, this case has
been at a standstill for a longtime due to the effort
made by the parties to settle the matter.
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Image : Rajiv Welikala
JUNGLE TELEGRAPH | VOL 07

#Stop Ecocide
In March this year, the Youth Wing partnered with other youth-led
environmental groups in Sri Lanka to organise a Climate Strike on the 19th
of March 2021. The strike was organised in solidarity with the Global
Climate Strike 'Fridays for Future' event - an international event.
For the event, the young and vibrant members of the Youth Wing choose
to paint the largest #Stop Ecocide Mural in Sri Lanka to raise awareness
on the ongoing deforestation on the island and the global climate
emergency.
Over the course of a week, over 100 volunteers and public contributed
their time to depict our future artistically, calling for decision-makers to
address these ongoing issues affecting our planet's health and well-being
with urgency. It was truly marvellous to see people from all age groups
and all over the country join in on the project. We had volunteers travel
from Kandy and Kegalle, especially to join us for a day of painting at the
Viharamahadevi Park.
On completion, the 20 x 70-foot #Stop Ecocide mural was striking,
beautiful and highly impactful. Despite the WNPS having gotten the
necessary approvals to display the mural for the event, the mural was
taken down before the event by the authorities.
The taking down of the mural became highly symbolic, with the course of
the day's events helping make the #Stop Ecocide mural an allegorical
symbol of the concerns of youth and all Sri Lankan for the future of our
environment.
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Wild Kids Upcycled
Competition
WNPS Wild Kids subcommittee has organized a upcycled waste items competition for
age categories 5-8 & 9-12 collaboration with Seylan Bank.
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FEATURED NEWS
Click the links to read more

The Wildlife and Nature
Protection Society and the
High Commission of Canada
to Sri Lanka and Maldives are
pleased to announce their
collaboration on upcoming
environmental webinars.

COLLABORATION BETWEEN THE
WILDLIFE AND NATURE PROTECTION
SOCIETY AND CANADIAN PARTNERS ON
ENVIRONMENTAL WEBINARS
Hemas Consumer recently
collaborated with the Wildlife &
Nature Protection Society (WNPS) to
longue a project which hopes to
restore the mangrove ecosystem at
the Anawilundawa wetlands.

HEMAS TO ASSIST WITH MANGROVE
RESTORATION
Three Key Conservation Organizations of
the Country, Wildlife and Nature Protection
Society (WNPS), Center for Environmental
Justice (CEJ) and the Federation of
Environmental Organizations (FEO) got
together to create one voice for the
destruction against the environment and
invited other like-minded organizations to

CONSERVATION ORGANIZATIONS AGAINST
ENVIRONMENTAL DESTRUCTION
12

join hands.
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Light-weight Aluminium cages
were donated by the Wildlife &
Nature Protection Society to the
Department of Wildlife on
Wednesday 23 December, to be
used for wildlife rescue
operations.

NEW HOPE FOR LEOPARD RESCUE
OPERATIONS IN SRI LANKA

Stop planned sand mining that
threatens Mannar Island's fragile ecosystem!!. Sri Lanka continues to court
environmental disasters – this time
sand mining! An #Australian mining
company plans to carry out extensive
ilmenite sand mining on fragile
Mannar Island in Northern Sri Lanka.

STOP PLANNED SAND MINING THAT THREATENS
MANNAR ISLAND'S FRAGILE ECO-SYSTEM!!!

The Wildlife and Nature Protection
Society signed an MOU with the
Herpetological Foundation of Sri
Lanka (HFS) for a project to
conserve the habitat of the
Knuckles World Heritage Site. The
project contains three main
components specifically Research,
Education and Advocating Policy
Planning.

THE WILDLIFE AND NATURE PROTECTION SOCIETY
SIGNED AN MOU WITH THE HERPETOLOGICAL
FOUNDATION OF SRI LANKA (HFS)
13
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Nations Trust Bank (NTB) has further cemented their
sponsorship with the Society by supporting the Jungle
Telegraph and making them the Society's sole sponsor for
all its publications.
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