
The Conservation Subcommittee was 
originally established as an umbrella 
subcommittee that was to take care 
of all conservation issues outside of 
elephants and activities undertaken 
by the Youth Wing Committee. 
Overtime, further subcommittees, 
with a focus on species have formed 
including the Cat Committee and 
Marine Committee. This has raised the 
question of where the Conservation 
Subcommittee should focus its efforts. 
The Conservation Subcommittee has 
evolved to address two areas:

1. Longer term efforts to influence 
policy and planning related to 
land use 

2. Short to medium term efforts to 
support or raise public awareness 
on biodiversity conservation 
that are not addressed by other 
subcommittees. 

To this end, the following activities 
have been carried out in 2019. 

LONGER-TERM
STRATEGIC EFFORTS
The longer term strategic efforts 
encompasses the creation of a Trust 
or a Guarantee Company within 
the Society’s purview to preserve 
privately donated land to the Society. 
Preserving Land and Nature Trust 
(PLANT) which is a key initiative 
of the Conservation Subcommittee 
is being formalised into a legal 
documentat required to set up the 
trust or the Guarantee Company. The 
team working on the legal framework 
led by Mr. Ranil Angunawala is in the 
process of completing the document 
taking into account all possible legal 
scenarios that need to be addressed. 
In the meantime, the Sub-Committee 
is hard at work in lining up financial 
donors to purchase land and one such 
donor has already been identified. The 
PLANT document will be submitted as 
a resolution at the 2020 AGM. 

SHORT TO MEDIUM-TERM 
EFFORTS 
The Subcommittee planned the 
below during the 2019 year:
125th Anniversary conservation 
photographic competition. The 
competition winners were presented 
with their awards at the Gala event and 
cash gifts along with hotel vouchers 
were distributed to them by our Chief 
Guest, Ms. Saba Douglas-Hamilton. 
The Conservation Photography 
competition addressed humans’ 
adverse impact on the environment 
and wildlife. The challenge posed to 
the competitors in sending in their 
photographs was that they should be:
• Impactful
• Carry a Conservation message 

(make us want to change what we 
see in the photograph) 

• Have artistic merit, and
• Be technically sound

CONSERVATION 
SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT 
COMMITTEE
Caryll Tozer (Chair), Rahula Dassenaieke

Co-opted: Ashani Basnayake

WINNER - MOBILE CATEGORY
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There were two categories of the competition. Namely; 
best conservation photograph, and best mobile phone 
instagram photograph. A winner and runner-up from 
each category were chosen. The competition was 
possible because of the sponsorship of Mr. Shastha 
Bulathsinghala from Wijeya Graphics. Ranweli Holiday 
Village also provided vouchers for the winners. 

Butterfly and Dragonfly Heroes – approximately 
50 plant packs with 30 butterfly and 25 dragonfly 
friendly plants were handed out to children and WNPS 
members at WNPS gatherings such as the monthly 
lectures and Wetland Walk held in December. We must 
thank Mr. Wijesiri, an Ecologist who put together the 
plants packs for distribution. 

Advocacy - Partnering with Rainforest Protectors to 
investigate the reasons of paving the main road of the 
Kudawa entrance of the Sinharaja Forest to reduce soil 
erosion. This project which was funded by the World 
Bank (ESCAMP) was terminated as the investigation 
proved that the project was being constructed beyond 
the approved scope of the World Bank. 

Design and Sale of 100 canvas tote bags carrying two 
conservation messages. A big thank you to Mr. Bandu 
Kodituwaku who was the kind donor of this project. 

The Subcommittee worked with different organisations 
and people in advocacy, PR, and communication. They 
also participated in protest marches in instances where 
conservation practices were being violated.

ACTIVITIES PLANNED FOR 2020
Longer term initiative: The Conservation 
Subcommittee is in the process of exploring how the 
WNPS can strategically contribute efforts to urban 
tree management. Urban areas are both increasing 
in population density as well are expanding rapidly, 
especially Asian cities that are on their way to 
increasing urbanisation. Peri-Urban (outskirts) and 
rural areas are becoming more and more developed 
impacting biodiversity and increasing the urban heat 
island effect e.g. cities can be up 5 degrees in the day 
time and up to 12 degrees warmer at night - which in 
turn impacts flora and fauna, especially overlaid with 
the overal effects of climate change. The Conservation 
Subcommittee is in discussion with several potential 
partners to assess project feasibility and scope.

WINNER - BEST CONSERVATION PHOTOGRAPH
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