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The Wildcat Subcommittee continued 
its chats with the wildcat research 
groups in Sri Lanka with the objectives 
of the chats spelt out clearly.

1. To facilitate interaction among 
the wildcat researchers in Sri 
Lanka and to provide a common 
platform for their work.

2. To develop a master list of all 
research being carried out across 
the island, to avoid duplication, 
overlapping and waste of 
resources.

3. To identify threats and issues 
and put together a document 
from which extracts can be used 
at a national level for decision-
making.

4. To support and assist with 
funding and fundraising for 
specific projects, and to provide 
logistical support.

We were able to have two such 
sessions in the year under review. The 
2nd Cat Chat held on August 31st, 
2019 was held at the residence of Dr. 
Sriyanie Miththapala and the 3rd Cat 
Chat on September 11th, 2019 at the 
Association for Tropical Biology and 
Conservation (ATBC) event.  

Based on the 1st Cat Chat event held in 
December last year, a positive outcome 
was collaboration of the WNPS with 
Anjali Watson and the Wilderness and 
Wildlife Conservation Trust (WWCT) to 
distribute leaflets to locals on ‘Living 
with Wildcats’. The Youth Wing of the 
WNPS distributed these leaflets during 
their field trip for the school children of 
Hatton to Horton Plains.

The 2nd Cat chat took place at Dr. 
Sriyanie Miththapala’s residence on 
August 31st, 2019 and was attended 
by about 20 Cat Specialists and 
Conservationists. The final outcome of 
this chat was the following: 

• Training programme for District 
DWC persons 

• Leopard Policy document – by 
end December 2019

• Building a proposal bank 

• Media discussion on local 
terminology related to wildcats

CAT CHAT EVENT AT ATBC 
On 11 September, the WNPS hosted a 
discussion on the assessed threats of 
and proposed conservation actions for 
the wildcats of Sri Lanka, titled “Cat 
Chat”. Cat Chat was a part of the larger 
Association for Tropical Biology and 
Conservation – Asia Pacific (ATBC-AP) 
chapter’s conference. 
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The aim was to discuss aspects of ecology and conservation 
relevant to the leopard and the three small cat species 
living in Sri Lanka. The event featured a presentation 
on the four wildcats of Sri Lanka by Dr. Andrew 
Kittle, Ms. Anjali Watson, Mr. Ashan Thudugala, and  
Mr. Thilina Nimalrathna, and was followed by a panel 
discussion with about 50 individuals participating. 

CAT CHAT – ENEWSLETTER
The eNewsletter exclusively sharing the information 
on the work of the Subcommittee and the independent 
researchers was shared with the members and other 
conservation bodies in Sri Lanka. The newsletter is edited 
by the Subcommittee Secretary Ashinsa, if the members 
have any feedback please send in your thoughts and ideas.

MONTHLY LECTURE :
FOCUS ON WILDCATS
The Monthly lecture schedule included two Cat lectures, 
Dr. Enoka P. Kudavidanage starting the year with her 
presentation “Unravelling The Mysteries of An Elusive 
Cat: The Leopards of The Horton Plains National Park” 
Rukshan Jayewardene joining the panel discussion in May 
and addressing “The Conservation of Leopards”

MEDIA TRAINING
A special segment was included into the WNPS annual media 
training programme addressing the recent misreporting 
and sensationalising of human–leopard incidents, 
especially in plantation areas. The contact details of Dr. 
Sriyanie Miththapala, Dr. Inoka Kudavidanage, Dr. Andrew 

Kittle, Ms. Anjali Watson, Mr. Kithsiri Gunawardena and 
Mr. Rukshan Jayewardene were shared with media personal 
to verify their facts when in doubt.

CHEETAH MONITORING 
PROGRAMME: KENYA
The WNPS in partnership with the Serendipity Wildlife 
Foundation offered two spaces to members for a special 
cheetah monitoring programme from July 15th - 28th 
2020. The programme brings together 12 interested 
persons from across the globe for 2 week opportunity to 
do in depth study related to wildcats.

CHALLENGES AHEAD
With the increased loss of habitat for wildcats outside 
protected areas, we are bound to see an increase in 
human–leopard incidents in the future. The Society is 
focusing on a few programmes which include:

1. School education programmes in the conflict areas 
identified 

2. A compensation programme for livestock losses; 
a project offering quick compensation to farmers 
whose livestock have been killed by leopards to 
mitigate retaliatory killing of leopards in Sri Lanka.

3. Conservation action plan: An action plan, protocol 
is being compiled by Dr. Sriyanie Miththapala with 
the input and collaboration of all wildcat research 
specialists in Sri Lanka. This is expected to be 
completed shortly.

MEDIA WORKSHOP

CAT CHAT WITH DR. DR SRIYANIE MITHTHAPALA

CAT CHAT AT ATBC
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